Abdul Ghani to form Yemeni cabinet 

C *«•**« Ali Abdullah Saleh on Monday 
ouied on former Prune Minister Abdul Aziz Abdul Gbani to form 
®ncw government, the official news agency SABA said. In a 
jJHfjS* 1 fr 1 ®* *£• 531(1 ““ Public interest Mr. 

-atonL ?5“ V th fonnin « ** ncw Yemeni 

Mr* Abdul Ghani, 55, the deputy secretary general of 
Gcncrai Pcopfe’s.Coogress (GP ), was prune minkter 
io£ 0rtt Yemcnon two previous occasions from 1975 to 1980 and 
■ 1983 to May 1990. Prime Minister Mohammad Said Al Attar 
presented his government’s resignation on Sunday after pariia- 
. ment earlier adopted a new constitution and reelected Mr. Saleh 
[. .president for a further five-year term. Mr. Attar had been 
^apjxmited prime minister during Yemen’s two-month rivfl war 
winch erupted on May 5 and lasted umQ July 7. Mr. Abdul Ghani 
[_ was a member of the former presidential council which was 
scrapped under the new constitution adopted on Wednesday, 
’ which also provided for the first time for future presidents to be 
elected by the people. 
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Jordan, Israel reach accords 
on common economic projects 

Crown Prince says after White House meeting that it is time 
for people to gain the fruits of peace without discrimination 
Clinton describes agreements as ‘b uilding blocks of peace’ 

Peres sees joint efforts raising the standard of life 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
; Reporter with agency dis- 
patches 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan met at 
the White House on Monday 
with U.S. President B9I Clin- 
ton and Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres and said 
.afterwards that agreement 
was reached on several com- 
mercial and economic de- 
- velopment projects as part of 
■ die efforts towards a peace 
agreement between Jordan 
and Israel. 

President Clinton de- 
scribed the agreements as 
*^the building blocks of peace 
between these ancient 
•lands,” and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
bis parliament that he ex- 
'pected to sign a peace agree- 
‘ ment with Jordan by the mid 
qf the year. 

-'•However, there was no 
sign of a much-heralded 
Israeli declaration of its 
acceptance of Jordan’s de- 
mands for the return of its 


territory and its rightful share 
of regional water — two key 
issues that need to be re- 
solved before a peace accord 
could be signed. 

American officials quoted, 
by news agencies said 
although Jordan and Israel 
had made considerable prog- 
ress in the negotiations, the 
stage bad not been reached 
where they could announce 
any major breakthrough in 
the talks towards a peace 
treaty. 

President Clinton, in a 
short speech at the White 
House after Monday's tri- 
lateral meeting with the 
Crown Prince and Mr. Peres, 
described the talks as a '‘pro- 
ductive session” in advancing 
the peace process. 

Speaking of the agree- 
ments on commercial and 
economic projects, the presi- 
dent said as the Crown Prince 
and Mr. Peres looked on: 

“They have agreed to 
adopt basic principles to 
guide the future development 
of the Jordan Rift Valley 


including projects dealing 
with the environment, water, 
energy and tourism, to open 
a new northern border cros- 
sing point for third-country 
nationals by October 15th, to 
establish a Red Sea marine 
peace park with assistance 
from the United States gov- 
ernment...” 

The president also said that 
Jordan and Israel also agreed 
to convene a meeting to ex- 
plore construction of a canal 
linking the Red Sea with die 
Dead Sea and would consider 
establishing a free trade zone 
in die Aqaba-EOat area. 

Mr. Clinton saluted Prince 
Hassan and Mr. Peres for 
their “vision, courage and 
persistence,” saying the Un- 
ited States was “grateful for 
the opportunity” to take part 
in the developing relations 
between die two countries. 

He reiterated the United 
States was working towards a 
“global peace” in the Middle 
East and voiced hope that an 
agreement could be reached 
between Israel and Syria and 


between Israel and Lebanon. 

He also hailed moves by six 
Gulf states to ease the econo- 
mic boycott of Israel saying 
Friday’s decision by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council was 
“heartening.” 

“Promoting trade develop- 
ment and cooperation rather 
than restraining and hinder- 
ing normal economic rela- 
tions should be the hallmark 
of the new Middle East and 
Jordan and Israel are leading 
the way,” he said. 

Prince Hassan described 
the meeting as ‘ 'truthful, can- 
did and frank discussions,” 
adding the two sides must 
work to “resolve all outstand- 
ing bilateral issues, giving re- 
lations between our countries 
a solid, equitable and sustain- 
able basis.” 

Addressing Mr. Peres, the 
Crown Prince said: “Over the 
past two days we have discus- 
sed a range of ideas to that 
end, and I am confident that 
we will rise together to these 
challenges and thar we will go 
on to make good the promise 


of peace.” 

“The time has come for the 
peoples of the Middle East to 
gain a stake in peace, to 
partake of its fruits without 
discrimination, without ex- 
clusion,” the Crown Prince 
said. 

Prince Hassan said it had 
been “a long journey” and 
they were not yet at their 
destination, adding, “with 
God's help, the farthest shore 
is now in sight.” 

Mr. Peres said, “if we suc- 
ceed in our endeavours, and I 
do believe we shall, it will 
serve as a model for many 
other places." 

Mr. Peres said that “a re- 
gion of problems and wars” 
bad become a “region of 
hope and promise” which he 
hoped would “serve as a 
model to many other places.” 

“We are going to take 
parts of the desert and con- 
vert it into valleys of peace, 
agriculture, of tourism,” he 
added. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Tunisia confirms 
Israel move 

TUNIS (AFP) — Tunisia 
confirmed for the first time 
Monday that it is to launch 
diplomatic ties with Israel, a 
day after the Jewish state 
announced the break- 
through. The official Tuni- 
sian news agency TAP said 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahia met his 
Israeli counterpart: Shimon 
Peres in New York “concern- 
ing liaison channels” between 
their two countries. Tunisian 
officials had remained tight- 
lipped Sunday after the 
Israeli U.N. mission in New 
York said die two countries 
were to open interests sec- 
tions. The Israeli announce- 
ment came after talks be- 
tween Mr. Peres and Mr. Ben 
Yahia on the sidelines of the 
U.N. General Assembly 
there. According to the 
Israelis, interest sections are 
to be opened in the Belgian 
embassies in Tunis and Tel 
Aviv, and an economic offi- 
cial will be posted per- 
manently alongside tempor- 
ary diplomats in each repre- 
sentation. 

Syrians in trouble 
for attending talks 

CAIRO (AFP) — Syrians 
Who joined Israelis at a Mid- 
dle East tourism conference 
here last week may be expel- 
led from Syria's national 
tourism and travel offices 
association, a leading Arabic 
newspaper said Monday. “It 
is the right of the association 
to expel the members who 
did not abide by its position 
not to travel to Cairo” for the 
meeting, Syrian Tourism 
Minister Al Saved Abu Sha- 
mat was quoted as telling the 
Al Hayat newspaper. Syrian 
tour operators from two com- 
panies attended the confer- 
ence, which was held in the 
framework of the economic 
track of the Middle East 
multilateral talks. 

Five wounded in 
Israeli shelling 

A 3IDON (AFP) — Five peo- 
ple were wounded in Israeli 
shellling of a village in South 
L eban on overnight Sunday in 
an apparent retaliation for 
anti-Israeli attacks, police 
said. Three men and two 
women czvfiians were wound- 
ed in die village of Kfar 
Tibnit on the edge of Israel's 
self-declared “security zone” 
in South Lebanon. 


Rabin: Golan settlements 
must not prevent peace 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin told a stormy 
opening session of parliament 
Monday that the settlers in 
the Golan Heights must not 
stand in the way of the 
chance for real peace with 
Syria. 

“I want to ask you, my 
comrades on the Golan 
Heights, what do we do? not 
try? Not make an effort to 
reach a peace? Reject out- 
right the possibility to pat an 
end to war?” Mr. Rabin said 
in the hour-long speech. 

He was heckled from the 
start with cries of “retreat-” 
one opposition member used 
a portable stereo system to 
boom across the chamber a 
1992 campaign speech when 
be said Israel would not come 
down from the Heights. The 
speaker of the parliament, or 
Knesset, ejected the mem- 
ber. 

Opposition Likud Party 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
started bis response to Mr. 
Rabin by accusing the ruling 


Labour Party of abandoning 
the Zionist ideals that lead to 
the creation of Israel. 

Mr. Rabin stood up to 
challenge him, but was 
drowned out by the noise of 
all the members shouting, 
and stormed out for five mi- 
nutes. 

Mr. Rabin said that the 
peace treaty with Syria hing- 
ed on four points, including 
an agreement on a border 
line, on the timetable for a 
staged withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, a test of nor- 
malised relations and security 
arrangements. 

There are differences with 
the Syrians on all four issues, 
Mr. Rabin said. Syria has 
demanded a frill withdrawal 
and is reported reluctant to 
establish normal ties that 
would involve things like 
tourism and embassies. 

The prime minister said the 
security arrangements were 
the most important factor. 

“I stress that only security 
arrangements that satisfy os 
will allow us to tke the chance 


of withdrawing from the 
Golan,” he said. 

The prime minister repe- 
ated that any significant 
change on the Golan would 
be taken to the public for a 
referendum. 

In a reference to his earlier 
campaign remarks. Mr. 
Rabin admitted that he did 
not always feel that giving up 
the Golan was possible. “If 
my steps towards peace is a 
change in position, then I 
changed my position,” be 
said. . 

Mr. Netanyahu said the 
army presence on the Golan 
was what prevented war with 
Syria. 

There is peace “because 
there are tanks on Mount 
Hennon and they threaten 
Damascus, and that is the 
whole difference and now, 
prime minister, you are tak- 
ing the tanks off the moun- 
tain,” he said. 

“Don’t lie to people,” he 
charged in his reply to Mr. 

(Coothuaed on page 7) 


Israel, PLO clash on pullout 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Talks 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on staging Palestinian 
self-rule elections stumbled 
Monday as Israeli negotiators 
refused' ro discuss an army 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank. 

"I can state that this week’s 
negotiations will focus only 
on the modalities of elec- 
tions" to a Palestinian auton- 
omy council, said Hunnie 
Jeshurun. spokeswoman for 
Israeli delegation chief Dan- 
ny Rothschild. 

■ "He (Rothschild) has been 
mandated only to discuss the 
elections." she added. 

The PLO insists the Israeli 
army must redeploy from 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres on the west Bank before 
elections to a Palestinian 
council take place. 

Saeb Erakat, head of the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
talks, said the issue of elec- 
tions and army redeployment 
shou Id be treated si mu I- 
taneously. 

“The interim (autonomy) 
agreement is not concerned 
only with elections.” Dr. 


Erakat said. 

“For the elections to take 
place the Israelis will have to 
redeploy their forces from 
the populated areas of the 
West Bank. We suggested 
that wenegotiatein a parallel 
approach, rather than a se- 
quential approach.” 

Talks on elections began at 
a Cairo hotel on Monday and 
are to end Wednesday. 
General Rothschild and Dr.. 
Erakat, also local govern- 
ment minister, set an agenda 
Monday morning. 

Dr. Erakat said he also 
wanted the negotiations to 
take on the issue of Israel’s 
military regulations, issued 
since the West Bank was 
occupied in 1967. 

Under the Israeli-PLO de- 
claration of principles signed 
last year the Israeli army is to 
pull back from Palestinian 
towns on the West Bank by 
the eve of polling for a self- 
rule council, originally sche- 
duled for Juiv. 

It also provides for a joint 
review by the two sides of 
laws and regulations issued 
by the Israeli military admi- 
nistration in the occupied ter- 


ritories. 

Israel and the PLO have 
yet to reach agreement on the 
modalities of the elections 
including a date and the size 
and powers of the council 
that will emerge. 

Dr^ Erakat. who is over- 
seeing the election organisa- 
tion. has handed Israel a 
document calling for a. parlia- 
ment based in East Jerusalem 
with 100 members and wide 
powers of legislation. 

However, fsrael foresees a 
20-member autonomy coun- 
cil in one of the self-rule 
zones and powers to enact 
only secondary legislation. 

The Palestinians presented 
their election plan to the 
Jewish state in August and 
were expecting answers in 
Cairo. 

"The Israelis are objecting 
to everything. They don't 
want elections now. they say 
it is too early." Palestinian 
official Mohammad Subeih 
told Reuters. 

Palestinian sources said the 
two sides differed sharply on 
the powers of the elected 
council. 

(C ontinu e d an page 7) 


Syria says 

optimism 

unjustified 

UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Syria said Monday 
that a “dimate of optimism” 
about Middle East peace is 
unjustified and declared that 
a comprehensive peace re- 
quires Israeli withdrawal 
> from the entire Syrian Golan 
and southern Lebanon. 

“The return of die entire 
Golan is not open to com- 
promise, it is not open to 
unjustified delay, nor is it 
open to a misplaced testing of 
intentions,” Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa 
told the General Assembly. 

Mr. Sharaa; taking a tough 
tine against’ Israel; said the 
Jewish state has fuelled ten- 
sions by refusing to sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, by falsely suggesting 
the Mideast peace process 
was scoring great gains and 
by d aiming that Syria started 
the armed clashes between 
1949 and 1967. 

“The dimate of optimism 
trumpeted by Israel about the 
great advances achieved in the 
peace process is not accurate, 
except from the Israeli point 
of view,” the Syrian envoy 
said, speaking in Arabic. 

“The ongoing peace pro- 
cess cannot be completed 
without an Israeli withdrawal 
from the entire Syrian Golan 
and the south of Lebanon.” 

Mr. Sharaa said peace was 
a “strategic choice” for Syria, 
which was serious in desiring 
a peace that reestablished die 
rights of both parties. 

But the return of the Golan 
Heights is not open to com- 
promise, to unjustified delay 
or to a misplaced testing of 
intentions,” he said. 

“On this basis Syria sup- 
ports a genuine peace that 
lives and flourishes without 
forged obstacles or imposed 
conditions,” be said. 

“Burdening the peace pro- 
cess with more than what it 
can take does not help peace; 
rather it poses danger to it,” 
Mr. Sharaa said. “Peace pro- 
cess should not be inflicted 
with things which fall beyond 
its framework.” 

The Syrian minister also 
appealed to Israel to sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and open its nuclear 
installations to inspection by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 



His Majesty King Hussein on Monday metis frith a delegation representing the tribes of the 
Beer Saba and Naqab areas (Petra photo) 


King reiterates resolve to seek 


peace and help Palestinians 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein met at 
the Royal Court on Monday 
with a delegation represent- 
ing notables from the be- 
douin tributes in Bit Saba- 
and Naqab and reiterated 
Jordan’s determination to 
pursue efforts towards a last- 
ing peace and helping the 
Palestinian people attain 
their national goals. 

Welcoming the delegation 
in Jordan, the King said “the 
nation salutes the Palestinian 
people who stood fast on 
their land, facing the most 
crucial circumstances and 
hardships and protecting the 
Arab identity of their coun- 
try-!' 

“I welcome you in this 
country as brothers and wish 
to reaffirm to you that Jorda- 
nian measures and policies 
are all channelled towards 
fulfilling our duty towards 
our kinsmen and removing 
the barriers that have sepa- 
rated the Arab citizens,” 
King Hussein said. 

King Hussein said he 



coming generations through a 
lasting and honourable peace 
that would benefit all peoples 
in tins region. 

A speaker for the delega- 
tion delivered an address 
voicing the tribes’ pride in the 
King’s leadership and sup- 
port for his peace en- 
deavours. 

Present at the meeting was 
Royal Court 'Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the King’s 
advisors. Minister of State’ 
Mohammad Thweib and 
Asem Gbosheb. director of 
the Palestinian Affairs De- 
partment. 

King Hussein also received 
at the Royal Court Monday 
Hashem Natsheh. president 
of the Hebron Chamber of 
Commerce, who presented 
the King with a token gift in 
the name of the worshippers 
who were killed by a Jewish 
settler at Al Ibrahimi Mosque 
last February. 

Receiving the gift, which is 
a replica in mother of pearl of 
Al Ibrahimi Mosque. King 


Hussein reiterated Jordan's 
keenness on safeguarding the 
holy sites and its readiness 
continue providing all neces- 
sary assistance to the Palesti- 
nian people. 

The audience was in the 
presence of the King's advi- 
sor on religious affairs. 
Sheikh Izzeddin Al Khatib Ai 
Tamimi. 

King Hussein also received 
at the Royal Court Monday 
Dr. Mohammad Burhanud- 
din. spiritual leader of the 
Bohra Islamic sea. and a 
delegation accompanying 
him. 

Dr. Burhanuddin voiced 
his support for Jordan's 
efforts towards a just and 
durable peace. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Sal am 
Abbadi was present at the 
meeting. 

The Bohra sect is scattered 
over African countries like 
Tanzania and Kenya, in the 
Arab world like Kuwait, and 
in Pakistan and in India else- 
where in Asia. 



A OS. soldier carries a wounded man to a nearby U.S. military station in Port-au-Prince. 
The man had reportedly beat beaten by a mob before being found on the street by UJS 
troops (AFP photo) 


U.S. forces seize HQ 
of dreaded Haiti militia 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — American tanks and 
troops took over the head- 
quarters of a pro-army militia 
group on Monday, hoping to 
deal a fetal blow to forces 
opposed to the return of ex- 
iled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. 

The takeover of the head- 
quarters of the Front for the 
Advancement and Progress 
of Haiti (FRAPH) came 
hours after an American sol- 
dier was shot and wounded in 
the south coast dty of Les 
Cayes. 

American forces had been 
criticised for not stepping in 
Friday when at least five peo- 
ple were killed in a clash 
between militiamen and pro- 
democracy demonstrators at 
the FRAPH headquarters. 

Joyous Haitians cheered as 
more than 100 U.S. soldiers 
in military jeeps and three 
Sheridan tanks surrounded 
the building, then burst in 


and dragged out about 35 
FRAPH army auxiliaries as 
well as grenades, guns and 
ammunition. The pro-army 
Haitians were detained for 
questioning. 

As the Americans pulled 
out. city residents surged to- 
wards the building that once 
housed Haiti’s most-feared 
thugs, smashing the furniture 
and goods that remained in- 
side. Others serenaded a de- 
parting American troop 
truck, singing “We love you, 
we love you.” 

“We don’t need attaches” 
Haitians screamed in delight, 
referring to the FRAPH gun- 
men who terrorised the popu- 
lace to help keep Haiti’s 
military in power. “Down 
with attaches.” 

At the same time, Amer- 
ican soldiers searched militia 
leaders’ homes. The Amer- 
icans also detained 10 blue- 
uniformed Haitian policemen 
who showed up nearby. Hai- 



tian police have often worked 
in concert with FRAPH. 

Female soldiers searched 
four FRAPH women and 
seized grenades concealed in 
their clothing. One woman 
had a clip of bullets hidden in 
her shirt. 

‘■We seized all the 
w^pons all the documents 
and all the people we found 
mside," Captain J.B. Shat- 
tuck said. Soldiers also found 
machetes and dubs inside the 
house. 

On Sunday, U.S. troops 
detained Romeo Halloun, 
who directed security for 
army chief Raoul Cedras and 
was once a member of a 
black-masked group of pri- 
vate militiamen known as the 
Ninjas. 

Also arrested were Mr. 
Hailoun’s brother, Ramses, 
and other, men who U.S. 
officials said, indpded other 








Middle East News 


Israel sees boom 


bijf 


oycott fizzles 


By Dan Perry 


--=■ Associated Press 


i — L AVTV — Israel greeted 
the easing of the Arab 
tsvrott r-itb visions of multi- 
nationals clamouring to in- 
vest in the Jewish state, trans- 
formed into the economic ful- 
crum cf 2 new Middle East. 

Banner headlines Sunday 
predicted an investment 
“avalanche.'* following the 
announcement that Saudi 
Arabia and the other Gulf 
emirates would stop boycot- 
ting firms doing business with 
Israel. 

Despite warnings the 
hopes may be exaggerated — 
direct business contacts re- 
main off-limits and the U.S.- 
brokered breakthrough does 
not apply to most Muslim 
countries — the Tel Aviv 
stock exchange index jumped- 
three per cent. 

As if to underscore the 
limited nature of Friday's 
move, the Arab League 
issued a statement in Cairo 
stressing that the direct 
boycott of Israeli firms would 
continue. The league refused 
to consider changing the 
boycott at its last meeting in 
September. 

In Israel, the hoopla 
appeared partly aimed at sell- 
ing the waiy public on file 
government's peace policies, 
economic well-being a key 
point of getting support for 
the year-old pact with the 
'Palestinians. The news also 
distracted attention from 
widespread pr o t e sts over a 
likely painful withdrawal 
from the strategic Golan 
Heights in exchange for 
peace with Syria. 

“The announcement cre- 
ates a totally new atmosphere 
in the Middle East,” said 
Yoram Shani, the foreign 
ministry official in charge of 
dealing with the boycott. 

The news coincided with 
reports that a delegation of 
Israeli businessmen was in 
Kuwait. It was part of a 
widening circle of economic 
contacts that includes Tunisia 
and Morocco. Both just 
established low-level econo- 
mic ties with Israel, the first 
since Egypt took the unpre- 
cedented step of a peace trea- 
ty in 1979. 


Danny Gfllerman, bead of 
the federation of Israeli 
chambers of commerce, pre- 
dicted Israel was about to 
become “the regional centre 
of economic activity.'’ 

Most of file focus was on 
stimulating ties with the In- 
dustrialised countries similar 
to Israel, whose economy is 
growing at a five per cent 
annual rate and has readied a 
per capita income level simi- 
lar to that in the West. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said he believed many 
European companies that 
had silently complied with 


the boycott — which is illegal 
in the United States — would 


in the United States — would 
mend their ways. 

Mr. Gillerman said the 48- 
year boycott cost the eco- 
nomy a total of $40 billioii, 
shrinking foreign investments 
by a fifth and exports by a 
tenth each year. 

But economist Eli Saguy 
said the poor investment de- 
rived from the lingering 
threat of war and not die 
boycott, noting the weekend 
development comes after 
several years of increasing 
foreign presence in Israel. 

- Companies like Holiday 
Inn, Pepsico and Toyota have 
all moved into the Israeli 
market in the past two years, 
and the Israeli landscape is 
dotted with American outlets 



KING MEETS BOHRA LEADER: His Majesty King Hussein 
on Monday receives at the Royal Court Dr. Mohammad 


Burhanwddin, spiritual leader of the Bobra Islamic sect (see 
page one) (Petra photo) 


Berbers hold huge protest 


Radio reports quoted 
Qergy Minister Moshe 


Energy Minister Moshe 
Shahal as saying the Gulf 
states were interested in 
transporting oil to Europe via 
Israeli ports — a rare chance 
by resource-poor Israel to tap 
into the oil industry that has 
enriched many of its neigh- 
. hours. 

Ultimately, Israel wants 
the boycott lifted more to 
attract foreign investment 
than for potential trade with 
the Arab World. 


“What is important is not 
the end of the boycott but the 
peace process, which is the 
real reason for die invigo- 
rated trade we are seeing,” 
he told the Associated Press. 
“If we were in a state of war, 
these firms .would stay away 
even without any Arab 
boycott." 

Industrialist Moshe Nahum 
said the primary windfall 
might come from Western 
giants tapping into Israel’s 
advanced hi-tech industry. 

Foreign investment here 
has rarely exceeded several 
hundred million dollars a 
year, far less than in other 
countries with comparable 
populations and economies 
like New Zealand, which nets 
around $2 billion in invest- 
ment annually. 

“If we get $100 million of 
investment its ripple effect 
could create $400 million of 
wealth," Mr. Nahum said. 

Despite signs of progress, 
said Harry Wall, Israel direc- 
tor of foe Anti-Defamation 
League, a pro-Israel lobby 
group, “it will take a long 
time until we see proof of 
sincerity.” 

Although Kuwait 
announced it was ended its 
boycott last year, ‘it remains 
number one” in questioning 
Western companies about 
their past ties with Israel, Mr. 
Wall maintained. 


ALGIERS (AP) — Berbers 
demanding official recogni- 
tion of their language and foe 
release of an activist singer 
kidnapped a week ago pro- 
tested by the tens of 
thousands Sunday, while a 
radical Islamic group re- 
portedly vowed to renew its 
holy war. 

More than 100,000 people 
took part in foe peaceful de- 
monstration in foe Berber 
capital of Tizi Ouzou, east of 
Algiers, marked by calls and 
threats for foe safe return of . 
Lounes Matoub. 

Authorities say Islamic 
guerrillas kidnapped the 
noted Berber singer who 
spoke out against foe 2 V4- 
year-oki Islamic insurgency 
that has left more than 10,000 
people dead. 

The most radical armed 
faction, the Armed Islamic 
Group, said in a clandestine 
bulletin that Mr. Matoub was 
seized by - “Mnjahedeen," 
fighters but did not directly 
take responsibility for the 
Sept. 25 kidnapping. 

In a communique received 
by foe French news agency, 
Agence France Presse, the 
Armed Islamic Group said its 
consultative council deckled 
to continue its “jihad," or 
holy war, against “unbeliev- 
ers... to install the law of 
God.” 

The communique also 
announced the appointment 
of a noted figure in the fund- 
amentalist movement, 
Mohammad Said, as its new 
chief, replacing Cherif Gous- 
mi, killed by security forces a 
week ago. 

The authenticity of the 
communique could not be 
immediately confirmed. Ma- 


mie sources ■ contacted here 
doubted it was authentic. 
They noted a communique 
issued by the group in August 
announcing the formation of 
a caliphate government that 
proved incorrect. 

Said, an imam and educa- 
tor who has been in hiding for 
more than two years, was a 
leading member of the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front, foe ban- 
ned movement whose 
thwarted viritory in January 
1992 legislative elections trig- 
gered foe Islamic insurgency 
rocking foe country ever 
since. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic 
Salvation Army, foe Islamic 
Salvation Front’s armed 
wing, chastised France for 
allegedly supporting the 
military-backed government 
in its repression of fun- 
damentalists. Jt called for a 
boycott of French products 
and a “political and cultural 
rupture" with France. 


Kayble region, where schools 
have been boycotted since 
opening Sept. 10. Berbers are 
growing increasingly unrest- 
mi after a nearly 15-year bat- 
tle for recognition to Tama- 
zight. foe Berber language. 


right, the Berber language. 

“Without Tamazight, there 
will be no peace," said Ferhat 
Meheniri, who heads the Ber- 
ber Cultural Movement. 

Berbers, who daim to be 
foe origin al inhabitants of 
North Africa, want their lan- 
guage recognised by foe state 
and taught in schools along- 
side Arabic, the official lan- 
guage of Algeria. There are 
no official statistics on the 
size of the Berber population 
m this country of 26 million 
people. 


Bmyamin Netanyahu 


In a communique received 
by foe Associated Press, foe 


armed group cited hostile de- 
clarations, financial pressure 
and the presence of gen- 
darmes . and “military ex- 
perts” in Algeria as signs of a 
French role in the “unpre- 
cedented repression." 

France launched a crack- 
down on fundamentalists af- 
ter five French citizens were 
killed Aug. 3, foe latest of 17 
Frenchmen — out of 61 fore- 
igners- 2 — killed in Algeria in a 
year. It has sent gendarmes 
to protect diplomatic quar- 
ters. 

Algerian military-backed 
authorities were becoming in- 
creasingly embattled with foe 
growing protest in the Berber 


The Berber Cultural 
Movement plans simul- 
taneous protests Wednesday 
and Thursday in four cities, 
including Algiers and Tizi 
Ouzou, 95 kilometres east. 

The kidnapping of Mr. 
Natoub added fuel to their 
fight. Berbers have been 
among foe most vocal oppo- 
nents of political Islam. Some 
Berber communities have 
mounted self-defence groups 
against Islamic guerrillas who 
have infiltrated foe Berbers’ 
once safe mountain enclave. 


Netanyahu 

presents 


his plan 


By Sarah Honig 

The Jerusalem Post 


“Free Matoub or we will 
sow terror," "Matoub or foe 
rifle," yelled the crowd in 
spontaneous chants that rol- 
led up foe mountains sur- 
rounding Tizi Ouzou. 

A threat of “total war” by 
foe Berber Cultural Move- 
ment after Mr. Matoub was 
kidnapped was rescinded so 
as not to compromise his 
safety in the event he re- 
mained alive. 


THE nation must now choose 
between ceding every inch of 
foe Golan and the Likud 
option of remaining exactly 
where we now are, Likud 
Chairman Binyamin Netany- 
ahu said yesterday as he sum- 
med up his party’s delibera- 
tions on its alternative policy 
for the territories. 

Netanyahu presented his 
plan to foe Likud’s political 
committee and warned that 
“this government is rushing 
headlong back to the 1947 


partition lines." His plan calls 
for limited autonomy in Arab 


for limited autonomy in Arab 
population centres in the ter- 
ritories, but stresses that the 
Arab areas will not have ter- 


Jewish settlers in Golan — anxious and waiting 


3y Given Ackerman 
The Associated Press 


EL ROM — Carol Knigel 
still pulls the weeds from foe 
flower bed outside her small 
apartment, but she wonders 
whether she will see foe cher- 
ry trees bloom in spring. 


Knigel , like other residents 
on this collective farm, is 
wrestling with the fear that 
the Syrian border 13 
kilometres away is about to 
encompass her home. 


The 45 families here were 
waiting for a speech by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin' on 
Monday for dues whether 
Israel’s first peace payment 
to Syria will include their 
land. 

“If I am to be a bargaining 
chip, I want to be — if not 
partner to a decision — at 
least kept up-to-date in a 


humane, organised fashion,” 
said kibbutz secretary Shi- 
mon Fusfus. 

Reports about an emerging 
U.S.-brokered deal sweep 
through here at regular inter- 
vals, but foe- government de- 
nies anything concrete has 
been negotiated. Everyone 
expects any decision to come 
before the middle of 1995, 
when both Israel and the 
United States are involved in 
election campaigns. 

El Rom is famous in Israel 
for printing foe subtitles on 
foreign films and videos. It 

and fueeds rattle. ® ra * xs 

The community has tried 
to avoid politics. It sup- 
ported, but did not join, a 
recent 19-day hunger strike 
against returning any of foe 
Golan Heights to Syria. 

Residents consider them- 
selves moderates among the 


13,000 Israelis living ih 33 
settlements in foe Golan, 
“annexed" by Israel in 1981. 

But some are turning 40 
and wondering what they will 
do without foe kibbutz. 

“It is a sense of loss very 
similar to death in a way," 
said Ms. Krugel, a 40-year- 
old mother of three and high 
school English teacher who 
moved to El Rom from New 
York in 1978. “People who 
came here generally believed 
that we were here to stay." 

El Rom was founded four 
years after Israel seized 
Golan from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war, and was 
almost overrun during the 
1973 war. 

It sits across the road from 
the sweeping bluff where 
Israeli tanks fought a crucial 
battle to turn back Syrian 
troops. Some of foe older 
buildings bear bullet scars 


and a war memorial is held 
annually nearby. 

Outside foe small kibbutz 
library is an old stone marker 
for the Lebanon-Syrian fron- 
tier that someone brought 
back from some battle. Some 
wonder if it is about to mark 
a new border. 

Syria insists drat Israel re- 
turn all of foe Golan in ex- 
change for peace. Mr. 
Rabin’s position is unclear, 
but Golan settlers are in- 
creasingly concerned that he 
intends to withdraw com- 
pletely. 

Arguments over foe future 
of foe Golan rage through 
Israel. Mr. Rabin threatened 
last week to suspend talks 
with Syria if his own Labour 
Party did not support his 
policy. 

Mr. Rabin has proposed 
that Israel make an initial 
withdrawal from a slice of foe 


Golan to test the peace over 
three years. Government 
officials have said the slice 
would not include any settle- 
ments, but Syria is believed 
to want at least one as a 
precedent. 

Mr. Rabin has promised to 
bring any peace agreement 
with Syria to a referendum. 
Both Ms. Krugel and Mr. 
Fusfus agree that EJ Rom 
would move if foe public 
voted to pull out. 

But the uncertainty taints 
their lives. 

Daily tasks take a little 
extra mental prodding. 

The community is trying to 
put its money into things it 
can move. A social worker 
goes from bouse to boose, helping 
families deal with the anxiety 
of facing an uncertain future. 

“What do you say to foe 
children, when you don’t 
know yourself?” Krugel asks. 


ritorial continuity whereas 
the Jewish settlements will. 

The ultimate responsibility 
for security will be the IDFs 
and it will retain foe freedom 
to act anywhere, if and when 
foe need arises. 

“This will be autonomy 
and not another Arab state," 
Netanyahu emphasised. 

The plan also calls for re- 
taining Jerusalem unified 
under full Israeli control, re- 
newing the settlement drive, 
controlling the water re- 
sources, and not permitting 
the return of deportees and 
or refugees. 

In all phases of the agree- 
ment there would be greater 
emphasis on the Jordanians 
as partners in order to re- 
place the deals with the PLO, 
which the Likud does not 
accept as a partner for nego- 
tiations, the Likud leader 
said. 

MK Ariel Sharon will pre- 
sent his own set of proposals, 
to the Likud political com- 
mittee next week. 
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NEWS IN 



Israel seeks stronger ties with Chi] 






TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will be looking to 
economic relations with China during foe visit this 
Beijing’s Deputy Prime Minister Zou Jianua, otfiaajs 
Monday. Israel’s Ambassador to China Moshe Bm Y« 
voiced hope that the four-day trip will “deepent. 
economic ties” which have somewhat stagnated. Mr, 
with responsibility for economic, industrial and a{ 
development, was to arrive Monday evening and 
with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin who went to 
last October. Diplomatic relations were es table 
January 24, 1992, but civilian two-way trade stands at' 
$100 million. However, according to foreign reports, ” 
exports about $1 billion a year in military goods to < 
Israel, gives no figures for arms exports. The am 


vvfl 








urged Israeli companies to work for a t rade br 
Israel plans for a &460- mil lion potash factory in ^ 
stumbled over financing. “Israeli firms trading with 
need stamina. Things don’t happen overnight in C 
Mr. Ben Yaacov told journalists. Finance Minister A 
ham Shohat is expected to visit China m the coming 
in a bid to spur on trade. 





Bird project a big hit in UAE 


M 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Organisers of foe Abu Dfaahr 
sborebird project said Sunday they have netted over * 
birds of various species in biggest-ever such study in ; 
Middle East. Of more than 300 sho rebirds they attracted^ 
bar-tailed godwit was the most numerous followed by] 
sanderiing, grey plover, lesser sand plover and dunlin^ 
These birds were caught with nets at night and rales 
unharmed after being ringed, measured and weighed, 
total of 466 birds of 58 species were ringed by foe team __ 
internationally known researchers from Poland, France, 
and foe Netherlands. A total of 204 species were observe^ 
during the whole project. The measurement data will lj| 
statistically analysed and compared with findings in 
parts of the world over the next months, said 
Hirschfeld, chairman of the Emirates Birds Rt 
Committee and one of the top birders in foe region. The 
project, which began in August, has obtained some very 
important information relating to origins of shore birds as 
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different sub-species of lesser sand plovers. Hie' most, 
unexpected finding of the project was sighting of the twa- 
lesser noddies, a sea-bird that breeds on island in the 
central Indian Ocean at Dibba in the emirate of Fujairah, , 
Mr. Hirschfeld said. 


Iranian forces seize narcotics, liquor. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Security forces have seized 900 kilog-^ 
ram mes of opium in a sweep last week in the southwestern 
Iranian province of Sistan-Baluchestan, foe Islamic Repub- ; 
lie News Agency (IRNA) reported Sunday. A kilogramme^ 
of heroin, six rifles, ammunition and 3,000 boxes o£ 
foreign-made cigarettes were also confiscated from smug^ 
glers in foe province, which borders Pakistan. IRNA,j 
monitored in Cyprus, said that in foe southern province oil 
Fars, security forces seized last week 1,078 cans of beer and! 
280 litres of alcohol. Ten people were detained in’ 
connection with smuggling these products. Also in fars, W 
kilogrammes of opium and 66 kilogrammes of morphine* 
-were confiscated. -3 


Israeli liaison head arrives in Morocco^ 


RABAT (AFP) — The head of Israel’s first liaison bureau? 
in Morocco. David Dadon, arrived in Rabat from Paris on 
Sunday to take up his post, an authoritative source said, ’ 
Mr. Dadon, 45, himself from foe southern Moroccan town 
of Marrakesh, had previously worked as Israel’s director of - 
relations with Arab states at the Jewish state's foreign 
ministry. He is the first Israeli diplomat to be appointed to ; 
a post in Morocco. Of foe Arab states, only Egypt had 
previously housed an Israeli diplomatic represen tatiotL. 
Morocco and Israel announced on Sept. 1 they had decided 
to open liaison bureaux in Tel Aviv and Gaza — now under 
Palestinian autonomy — as well as Rabat. Mr. Dadon’s 
arrival went almost unnoticed, with no press or television 
coverage. 


Lithuania to seek suspected Nazi from U.S. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The prime minister of Lithuania 
apologised to foe Jewish state Sunday for foe Nazi 
persecution of its Jews and said that his country would 
demand that the United States extradite a Lithuanian 
native suspected of war crimes. The war crimes issue came 
after Prime Minister Adolfas Slezevirius held talks with.his 
Israeli counterpan, Yitzhak Rabin. Both sides downplayed 
the matter, the Lithuanian’s remarks concentrating on 
improving future ties with foe Jewish state. The man ih 
question is Aleksandras Lileikis, an 87-year-old retired; 
publishing company employee living in Norwood, Mas-' 
saefausetts. Now an American citizen, he allegedly headed 
foe Lithuanian security police, which took part in a 
campaign to murder 60,000 Lithuanians even before foe 
Nazi occupation started. During Worid War n, foe Nazis 
and Lithuanians kill 200,000 people. 


Thai army buys Israeli communication kit 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli electronics leader Tadiran has 
won a $7S-million contract to supply communications and 
electronic intelligence equipment to the Thai army, the 
company said Monday. The voice and data communica- 
tions systems will be supplied over three years with the first 
shipment before the end of 1994. Tadiran Telecommunica- 
tion Group, a subsidiary of the giant Koor Industries 
cooperative run by Israeli trade union federation, agreed to 
establish a production line in Thailand for a hand-held 
communications system. Tadiran has exported battlefield 
communications equipment to armed forces in North dud 
South America as well as Australia and the Far East. 
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prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday 
meets with visiting Vice President and Mink. 


ter of Finance of the Brussels capital region Jos 
Chabert (Petra photo) 


Majali, visiting Belgian minister review 
Europe’s support for peace process 


By Cathy King 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

. AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali Monday 
- ' met with Jos Chabert, the 
visiting vice president and 
minister of finance of the 
Brussels regional government 
; and discussed Europe's sup- 
. port of tbe Arab-Israeli peace 
. talks. 

During the meeting, also 
attended by Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Rima Kha- 
• ■ ilaf, tbe officials discussed de- 
velopments in the Middle 
East peace process and coop- 
. eration between Jordan and 
Belgium to assist the accom- 
plishment of a just, durable 
and comprehensive peace. 

In an interview with the 
' Jordan Tunes, Mr. Chabert 
. .aid that Dr. Majali had 
asked whether Europe would 
■ rontinue to support and en- 
lance the Middle Eastern 
rffort towards peace. 

Mr. Chabert said that he 
vould deliver a message to 
,i European makers stressing 
hat His Majesty King Hus- 


sein, Dr. Majali and the peo- 
ple of Jordan were conscien- 
tiously aiming for peace in 
the region. 

According to Mr. Chabert, 
the discussions focused on 
peace and economic develop- 
ment. He also said that sus- 
tained stability in the region 
would be a major factor in 
guaranteeing a brighter fu- 
ture for Jordan. 

The search for peace re- 
quires a step-by-step 
approach which will gradual- 
ly lead to an increase m tour- 
ism and expansion of the 
economy, he added. He said 
that the U.S. and Europe 
were one political bloc fight- 
ing for democracy and were 
working together to help de- 
veloping countries. 

“Jordan has a good func- 
tional democratic structure 
and is working for peace," 
Mr. Chabert said. 

Mr. Chabert is aware that 
market policy here is becom- 
ing increasingly open, and he 
said he would convey a mes- 
sage to Belgian businessper- 
sons that there is a future in 
investment in Jordan. He 


added that a Belgium busi- 
ness mission visited Jordan 
two years ago. and he would 
encourage it to return to wit- 
ness the progress made since 
the peace process gained 
momentum and many pre- 
vious tensions have subsided. 

Mr. Chabert said trade be- 
tween the two countries was 
modest and the balance was 
in favour of Belgium. 

He added, however, that 
the “volume of Jordanian 
foreign trade was in good 
shape." 

During Mr. Chabert’s first 
day in the Kingdom he also 
held separate discussions 
with the ministers of trade 
and industry, tourism, foreign 
affairs and supply. 

The prime objective of Mr. 
Chabert’s visit is to enhance 
bilateral relations and to 
obtain a clearer impression of 
the Kingdom,' he said. 

Over the next few days, he 
will visit Petra, Aqaba and 
the Dead Sea, and although 
no firm arrangements have 
been made, he expects there 
will be other opportunities to 
meet high-ranking officials. 


German ambassador 
pays tribute to Jordan 


VMMAN (Petra) — German 
Ambassador to Jordan Hein- 

. -ich Reiners on Monday paid 
ribute to His Majesty King 

• Jussein’s “pivotal and most 
xisitive role" in the Middle 
East peace process and said 

'he European countries deep- 
y appreciate and respect this 
role. 

Speaking in an interview 
with Petra on the eve of 
Germany’s national day. Dr. 

• Reiners said a lasting peace 
would no doubt have its most 
positive effects on the Middle 
East region politically and 
economically. 

The recent meeting be- 
tween King Hussein and 
Israeli Premier Yitzhak 
Rabin, Dr. Reiners said, 
reaffirms the real progress 
achieved between Israel and 
Jordan on the path towards 
peace. 


“Germany is anxious to see 
a speedy end to the process 
and a final settlement 
crowned with a peace treaty 
that can safeguard the in- 
terests of Jordan, Israel and 
the other peoples of the re- 
gion and acceptable to all 
parties," the ambassador 
said. 

He said Germany fully sup- 
ports the Israeti-Jordanian 
moves and Jordanian policies 
and would provide all possi- 
ble help to make the peace 
process a success. He noted 
that Germany had been pro- 
viding assistance individually 
and through its partners in 
the European Union. 

King Hussein’s recent visit 
to Germany, the ambassador 
said, achieved positive results 
and helped to secure a write- 
off of S55 million of Jordan's 


debts to Bonn. 

Germany, Dr. Reiners 
said, is determined to help 
Jordan increase its exports to 
German markets and to ad- 
just the balance of trade be- 
tween tbe two countries 
through providing assistance 
to raise the quality of Jorda- 
nian goods reaching and pro- 
viding services to farmers 
enabling them to export iheiT 
produce to Germany, espe- 
cially in winter. 

Dr. Reiners said more than 
1,000 Jordanian students are 
studying at German universi- 
ties and 16 German universi- 
ty professors arrived here last 
year to help teach science and 
technology. He said more 
than 100 German specialists 
are employed to help prom- 
ote Jordanian-German rela- 
tions. 


Jordan to host preparatory meeting 
Of Arab states for Habitat conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will host a pan- Arab prepara- 
tory meeting this month well 
in advance of a United 
Narions-sponsored confer- 
ence on Habitat due to be 
. held in Turkey in June 1996, 
according to Yousef Hiyasat, 
director general of the Hous- 
ing and Urban Development 
-'''Department (HUDD). 

- Speaking on World Habi- 
3‘ tat Day, Monday, Mr. 
%^i,\Hiyasat said that the Amman 
•meeting, to be attended by 
-*-•* delegates from various Arab 

- -“^1 “countries, was expected to 
’ . review population and urban 

f* development indicators in the 

Arab World. 

• So far HUDD has built 
housing units benefiting ab- 


a- 


out 250.000 citizens at a cost 
of JD 330 million, said Mr. 
Hiyasat in outlining housing 
schemes. 

Last month Mr. Hiyasat 
was ‘ quoted as saying that 
HUDD was preparing studies 
and designs for the construc- 
tion of 11,000 housing units 
over the next five years at an 
estimated cost of JD 90 mil- 
lion. 

Saying that Jordan does 
not suffer* from a housing 
problem, Mr. Hiyasat added 
that the political changes in* 
the region were expected to 
bring about a sharp demand 
for housing facilities, coincid- 
ing with economic and social 
developments. 

He said the Kingdom 


needs closer cooperation be- 
tween the public and private 
sectors in setting up housing 
units at reasonable costs for 
limited income groups. 

Mr. Hiyasat said HUDD 
and the ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment were seeking to 
convert some agricultural 
lands on which to build such 
housing units- 

He said HUDD also in- 
tends to establish a system to 
encompass all housing pro- 
jects whereby infrastructure 
networks precede the con- 
struction of units in order to 
avoid random building and to 
ensure all basic services to 
the beneficiaries. 


Morocco, Jordan expand trade ties 
with signing of new agreement 


Special to the Jordan Times ■ 

AMMAN — A new trade 
agreement between Jordan 
and Morocco welcomes ex- 
panded trade between the 
two countries. 

The commercial agree- 
ment, signed Monday by 
Moroccan Minister of Trade . 
and Industry Edris Hatto and 
his Jodanian counterpart, 
Rima Khalaf, replaces a 1978 
agreement. 

The new pact includes pro- 
visions that facilitate giving 
complete customs exemp- 
tions to both countries. It 
also promises commercial 
trade exhibitions for the two 
countries, and complies with 
GATT (the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade); 
Morocco is a GATT member 
and Jordan’s application to 
the international trade agree- 
ment is currently under con- 
sideration. 

Increasing liberalisation 
and privatisation in both Jor- 
dan and Morocco have led to 
a provision that encourages 
visits -of private sector trade 
delegations to both countries. 

The current volume of 
trade between the countries 
can be considered insignifi- 
cant. Jordanian exports to 
Morocco in the first half of 
1994 are estimated at 
JD 500,000 and are repre- 
sented mainly by medical 
products, carpets, products 
from the Dead Sea and irriga- 
tion equipment. 

Imports for the same 



Minister of Industry and Trade Rima Khalaf and Moroccan Minister of Trade Edris Hatto Monday sign a Trade 
agreement (Petra photo) 


period from the Maghreb 
country are estimated at JD 
1.5 million. 

Morocco’s exports to Jor- 
dan consist mainly of proces- 
sed fish, clothing and general 
textiles. The nation's volume 


of trade with the Kingdom 
for 1993 totalled a meagre S6 
million. 

“During past years, com- 
. merce between the two coun- 
tries has been hindered by 
high customs and limited pri- 


vatisation, but increased par- 
ticipation from private sec- 
tors should encourage ex- 
panded and diversified 
trade," said Fath’alla Sijil- 
nassi. director for Interna- 
tional Affairs at the Moroc- 


can Ministry for Trade. In- 
dustry and Foreign Trade. 

Morocco's efforts to ex- 
pand trade with Jordan signi- 
fies the Kingdom's increasing 
political and economic im- 
portance in the region. 


Arab air carriers 
group to cut expenses 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Seven- 
teen Arab airlines Monday 
opened a two-day meeting 
here a discuss controlling ex- 
penditures and ensuring bet- 
ter profits through closer 
cooperation among them- 
selves and coordination with 
the Arab Air Carriers Orga- 
nisation (AACO). 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Pres- 
ident and Chief Executive. 
Officer Nader Dahabi told 
the delegates gathered at 
Forte Grand Hotel that con- 
trolling and reducing ex- 
penses was vital to securing 
profits. 

Referring to current com- 
petition among airlines, Mr. 
Dahabi said unorganised and 
uncoordinated ticket sales 


could pose major risks to the 
Arab airlines. 

RJ Vice President For 
Marketing Sales Majdi Sabri 
urged Arab airlines to launch 
joint plans for development 
and cooperation with a view 
to reducing expenses and en- 
suring higher profits. AACO 
Secretary General Adli Da- 
jani echoed the call for closer- 
cooperation among Arab air- 
lines as essential in facing 
worldwide competition in air 
transport expected in the 
coming decade. 

In the past four years world 
airlines together reported an 
overall loss of S15 billion, a 
sum, he said, exceeding the 
total amount of profits made 
since their establishment. 



Arab Air Carriers Organisation Secretary 
General Adli Dajani (second left) and Royal 


".II 

Jordanian President Nader Dahabi Monday 
preside over a yield management seminar 


Ministry 
awards 
contracts 
for new roads 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture Mon- 
day awarded several local 
companies contracts worth a 
total of JD 217.000 for tbe 
construction of agricultural 
roads within the Zarqa River 
Basin. 

A statement by the minis- 
try said that the local firms 
will build a JD 113,000 10- 
kilometre road in the Balqa 
region within six months; a 
JD 6,000 six-kilometre road 
in Mafraq Govemorate in 
five months, and a JD 98,000 
seven-kilometre road in Zar- 
qa Govemorate. 

The statement said the 
roads were part of an overall 
project aimed at developing 
the river basin and improving 
its infrastructure services to 
the agricultural sector, noting 
th;.? a JD 1 million budget 
has been allocated for road 
construction in that area. 

The statement also said the 
development project is being 
executed in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing. 

According to the statement 
other local firms will be 
awarded tenders soon for the 
construction of agricultural 
roads in the Amman and 
Jerash govemorates. 


Defendant confesses 
to cinema bombing 


AMMAN ( AP) — One of 25 
Muslim extremists on trial for 
sabotage and assassination 
attempts Sunday admitted in 
court that he had set off a 
Jan. 26 explosion at a movie 
house showing a pornog- 
raphic film. 

The defendant lost both his 
legs in the blast, which went 
off prematurely at the down- 
town Rivoli theater. Four 
other people were seriously 
wounded. 

The 25 defendants are 
being tried at the State Secur- 
ity Court, three of them in 
absentia. Court orders ban 
the media from identifying 
the defendants and carrying 
detailed reports of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Of the 14 defendants who 
have taken the stand, the 
confessed bomber was the 
only one so far to uphold his 
pre-trial testimony to interro- 
gators. The others have all 
retracted their confessions, 
claiming they were extracted 
under “physical pressure." 

The defendants' rebuttal 
began Saturday after the pro*' 
secution had concluded its 
case against them 10 days 
ago. The trial began Aug. 27. 

During Sunday's five-hour 
session, another defendant 
told the three-judge panel 
that he had possessed explo- 
sives. But he denied involve- 
ment in any sabotage attacks 


or plots. 

The hearing resumes to- 
day. 

The men have been ac- 
cused of plotting to destabilise 
the Kingdom through a wave 
of bombings at public and 
private institutions in late 
1993 and early 1994. 

They face the death penal- 
ty for also attempting to kill 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
officials in peace negotiations 
with Israel and plotting 
attacks against Israeli and 
Jewish interests in the region. 

The accused are known as 
“Arab Afghans,” or Muslim 
volunteers who fought along- 
side Mujahedeen factions 
against Soviet forces during 
the Afghan war that ended in 
1990. 

Prosecution witnesses, 
mostly police officers, have 
told the military court that 
homemade explosives confis- 
cated from the defendants’ 
homes in February matched 
those that had gone off at 
liquor stores and cinemas 
showing pornographic films. 

Muslim extremists are 
vehemently opposed to the 
sale and consumption of alco- 
holic beverages and lewd 
programmes because they con- 
tra ven e with Islamic 
teachings. They are also 
opposed to the U.S.- 
sponsored Arab-Israeli peace 
process. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILMS 

☆ German video film entitled “StiUes Land" at Goethe- 
Institut at 8:00 p.m. (98 minutes). 

* Spanish film entitled “El Bosque Del InstitoU) 

Cervantes (Spanish Cultural Centre) at 4:30 p.m- (leL 
610858). 

exhibitions 

* Oriental pieces exhibition at Gallery Mariam (Tel. 

824425). . 

☆ Ceramics exhibition by Hameed Abdul Maj at 


Royal Cultural Centre. 

Two exhibitions of abstract art by RamZi A1 Sayid and 
Mohammad Salim at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Photography exhibition at tbe University of Jordan. 

Fourth Amman International Book Exhibition at tbe 
International Exhibition Centre, University Road (Tel. 
650601). 

Exhibition of painting s by Iraqi artist Wadhah .41 Ward 
at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art, Wasfi Tal 
Street (Tel. 695291). 

Exhibition of pairings by Dia Azzawi at Ab'ad Art 


Gallery (Tel. 862105). 

Exhibition of paintings by Kama! Bouliata entitled 
“Duets, Quartets, and a Triangle” at Darat AJ Funun of 
the Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation in Jabai Luweib- 
deh. Also showing “permanent exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (Tel. 643251/2). 

Exhibition by artist Nadim Muhsin at the French 

Cultural Centre. 

“The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of photographv in 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land at the American Center 
exhibition hall, Abdoun. 


Toddler suffocates 
while alone at home 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 4-year-old 
child in Jabai Amman, who 
was left alone in her house, 
was killed Sunday after a 
gas stove fell on her, 
according to Public Secur- 
ity Department (PSD) re- 
ports. 

The report said the girl, 
identified only as Z.A.H. 
apparently tugged at the 
medium-size stove and it 
fell over, pinning her under- 
iicdUI. 

In his testimony to 
police, the girl's father, 
who was at work at the 
time of the accident, said 
that his wife had to leave 
home to take their 10-year- 
old daughter to rhe hospital 
and left the toddler at 
home alone. 

It was the father who first 
discovered the child under 
the stove. He rushed her to 
A1 Bashir hospital, but the 
attending doctor said the 
child had died of suffoca- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, police on 
Monday were investigating 


what "they consider the 
mysterious death of a 50- 
year-old man who was 
found in his house Sunday 
evening. 

AJi S.A., was found by 
his mother laying on his 
bed when she "wenr to 
check on him, the report 
said. The man was taken to 
A! Bashir Hospital for an 
autopsy. PSD repons said. 
Police declined further 
comment and said they are 
investigating the case. 

Ten people were injured 
Sunday in Fakou' . a 
smalltown in Kansk, after 
a fight erupted between 
two tribes, police and Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Monday that 
10 people out of the 59 
involved in the brawl were 
taken to the hospital. All 
10 were listed in fair to 
good condition. 

Police said they have de- 
tained the rest pending 
further investigation into 
the case. 

The report said that both 
panics filed complaints 
against each other. 


Foundation to mark 
Cerebral Palsy Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cerebral Palsy Foundation 
(CPF) is marking cerebral 
Palsy Day on Thursday with a 
series of activities including 
lectures and cultural events 
aimed at spreading public 
awareness about the condi- 

rion and helping children 
with cerebral palsy, accord- 
ing to CPF President Fakhri 
Bilbeisi. 

Mr. Bilbeisi Sunday told a 
press conference in Amman 
that one of the foundation's 
events will be a sponsored 
chariry walk which will be 

held in conjunction with the 


Inter-Continental Hotel on 
Friday, Oct. 14 to raise dona- 
tions for the CPFs humanita- 
rian work. 

The walk will start at 10 
a.m. from Mecca Street and 
end at AJ Hussein Sports 
City, a CPF official Sunday. 

Since its establishment in 
1976 the CPF has o..ered 
care to 7,750 children suffer- 
ing from cerebral palsy at its 
six centres in Amman. Irbid, 
Zarqa, Salt, Karak and 
Aqaba, said Mr. Bilbeisi. 

Cerebral palsy is spastic 
paralysis from brain damage 
before or at birth. 



Indian plague may be over in days — WHO 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) - 
India h3S now established a 
weil-organised campaign 
against a plague outbreak 
that terrified the world and 
the problem could be over in 
days, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said 
Monday. 

“By Thursday or Friday we’ 
wilt know for sure if the 
outbreak has been contained 
or not.” said WHO spokes- 
man Jitendra Tuli, adding 
that most of the signs were 
good. 

"Up to the last few days it 
was a fire-fighting operation. 
Now the Indian government 
has got down to a systematic 
campaign.” he said. 

“Most of the cases admit- 
ted in the last two days have 
proved to be viral fevers, 
which are common at this 
time of year, or something 
else,'* Mr. Tuli said. “There 
really has not been the ex- 
pected spurt of plague 
cases." 

Overnight the number of 
people entering hospital com- 
plaining of possible plague 
symptoms like high sneezing 
rose to 4,200 from 4.059. 

The number of proved pla- 
gue cases was not immediate- 
ly available, but officials said 
about 90 per cent of the 
suspected cases tested in De- 
lhi were negative. 

“We are now on our way to 
recovery,” said Health 
Secretary M.S. DayaJ. 

No confirmed victim of 
plague died over the past 24 
hours and the nationwide 


death toll was unchanged at 
51. with all but two of the 
deaths in or near the western 

city of Surat where the out- 
break erupted last month. 

Just two people have died 
in Delhi and health officials 
said three more reported 
plague-related deaths in the 
capital appeared to be due to 
other factors. 

“I don’t think any more 
transmission of plague is tak- 
ing place with most of the 
cases proving negative," Mr. 
Dayal said. 

Reassured by the trend, 
the Delhi administration re- 
versed a decision taken three 
days earlier and ordered all 
schools to reopen Tuesday. A 
decision on reopening cine- 
mas. which were shut at the 
same time, would be taken 
later in the week. 

In a further sign that Delhi 
was worrying much less, tens 
of thousands of people 
turned out Sunday to have 
their children immunised 
against poliomyelitis, health 
officials said. 

“The interesting thing was 
that not very many of them 
were wearing masks.” a 
health official "said after the 
government advised people 
to cover their mouths in 
crowded places to prevent 
catching the plague, transmit- 
ted through coughing and 
sneezing. 

The government sent De- 
puty Health Secretary In- 
drajeet Choudhuri” and 
National Institute of Com- 
municable Diseases Director 


K.K. Dana ro Bahrain to 
spearhead a campaign to con- 
vince foreign nations to lift 
controls on trade and travel. 

In a loosening of restric- 
tions which Indian officials 
hoped would set a trend, 

Bahrain-based Gulf Air Sun- 
day partially relaxed a ban on 
flights to and from India. 

The major problem the 
government faced in contain- 
ing the outbreak in a popula- 
tion of 900 million people was 
the panic-stricken stampede 
of 300.000 people from Surat. 

Many of them went to De- 
lhi and Bombay, the main 
entry points for tourists who 
spend more than S1.0 billion 
a year in India, adding to the 
terrors abroad where the 
mediaeval image of the now 
easily-cured disease promp- 
ted stringent actions. 

A long list of foreign coun- 
tries remained on guard 
against the spread of the dis- 
ease. 

The chief minister of 
southern Kerala state. K. 
Kanina karan, said the plague 
outbreak had badly damaged 
the state's tourism industry, 
with the number of visitors 
dropping more than half. 

The primitive image of the 
plague came at a bad time for 
India, three years into radical 
economic reforms that woo 
foreign investment shunned 
for four decades. 

Some Gulf countries have 
banned trade with India. 
Western tourists cancelled 
planned October holidays at 
the start of the country’s high 


season and some exporters 
could not pay suppliers be- 
cause they were unable to 
find ships to take their goods. 

One leading Indian 
businessman agreed with the 
government that countries 
abroad had overreacted. 

“I guess the plague has 
been built up a little too 
much. It is affecting our im- 
age but it is a temporary 
phase," said Russi Mody, 
head of Mobar Trading Com- 
pany. 

Meanwhile, a couple and 
their seven-year-old daughter 
were murdered near Bombay 
over the weekend and their 
bodies thrown into a river by 
a villager who suspected they 
were suffering from plague, 
police said Monday. 

Bashu Rathadiya Pa war, 
50, his wife, Halibai, and 
their daughter, Mina Barkya, 
were killed with an iron rod' 
late Saturday in the village of 
Nimbapur, in Thane district 
near Bombay, police said. 

Their bodies were found by 
police Saunday in the Sonayi 
River. 

Police said the alleged 
murderer, Baju Dadu 
Sawari, 35, apparently be- 
lieved that the family was 
suffering from plague since 
they had arrived in the village 
from Surat. 

Mr. Sawari fled the village 
following the murders, police 
said. 

Thanks to India's plague, 
the people of neighbouring 
Bangladesh will soon be able 
to win a colour TV from the 


government at a bargain 
price: 10,000 dead rats. 

This poor nation is always 
killing rats to protect food 
grains, but India’s epidemic 
has prompted it to work har- 
der this year because the 
plague can be spread by fleas 
from infected rats. 

Beginning Oct. 20, the 
government is launching a 
month-long campaign to kill 
rodents and the more people 
involved the better. 

“We have been killing at 
least 1 million rats every year 
since 1983. This year we. plan 
to kiU at least 2 milli on be- 
cause of the plague epidemic 
in India," Giasuddin Milky, 
head of the government's rat 
killing campaign, said Mon- 
day. 


Bangladesh issued “a high 
ealtn alert" after the 


healtl 

pneumonic plague started 
killing people in India on 
Sept. 20. State-owned Biman 
Airways has cancelled all 
flights to and from India. 

Five fo reign-flagged ships 
have been placed under 
quarantine off Pakistan’s 
Karachi Port after arriving 
from India, news reports said 
Monday. 

The ships will be inspected 
and fumigated and their crew 
will undergo thorough medic- 
al' checkups, according to 
officials quoted by the 
Karachi newspaper Dawn. 

The shops include the 
Singapore-flagged Neptune 
Iris, and Maltese-flagged ves- 
sel the M. V. Mannan. The 
report did not identify the 



Masked residents of suburban Dhaka Monday burn rodents 
they killed overnight in a bid to prevent an outbreak of the 
plague, which has hit neighbouring India. Bangladesh has gone 
on plague alert (AFP pinto) 


other vessels. 

Port officials said poison 
would be used to kill rats on 
all quarantined ships and 
laboratory tests would deter- 
mine whether they carried 
plague germs. 


The Nepalese authorities 
have closed off a border cros- 
sing with an Indian state and 
hospitalised three Nepalese 
who returned from India with 
suspected plague symptoms, 
officials said Monday. 


Vietnam’s Mekong flood toll nears 100 


HANOI (AFP) — The worst 
flooding of the Mekong River 
in years has left 94 dead in 
Vietnam's southern delta 
provinces since September, 
according to an official toll 
published here Monday. 

More than 30,000 families 
have been affected by the 
floods, with 2,000 of diem 
facing starvation, reports 
here said. A total of 173,600 


dwellings, 840 schools and 
340 medical dinics have been 
inundated in the fertile re-. 


gion. 

Property damage has been 
estimated at between S50 mil- 
lion and S100 million, accord- 
ing to local reports. The sea- 
sonal monsoon has also 
caused flooding of vast areas 
of the country’s rice paddies. 

The water level continued 


to rise in several areas of the 
delta over the weekend, par- 
ticularly in Tien Giang pro- 
vince. The worst-hit province 
of An Giang, near the 
Cambodian border, has re- 
corded property damage 
around $15 million. 

Flooding this year, caused 
by typhoons hitting central 
Vietnam, has exceeded all 
previous records. In 1991, 


floods left people dead. 

Prime Minister Vo Van 
Kiet visited the stricken areas 
at the weekend and asked 
local authorities to assure 
food supplies for victims. 

The government has re- 
leased emergency loan funds 
worth $15 million for flood 
victims to rebuild their lives 
with monthly interest rates 
set below 2.5 per cent 


Man accused in Mexico murder tells of ‘hit list 1 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
conspirators’ who ordered 
the slaying last week of a 
senior Mexican ruling party, 
official had a hit list of “im- 
portant people" to stop them 
from carrying out political 
reforms, one of the confessed 
accomplices told the attorney 
general's office. 

The office said in a state- 
ment released Sunday that 
the accomplice also claimed 
the murder of Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) 
Secretary-General Francisco 
Ruiz Massieu was hatched by 
at least one political reaction- 


ary working with a convicted 
criminal linked to one of 
Mexico's biggest drug cartels. 


Ruiz Massieu. who was 
shot dead last Wednesday 
morning outside a fashion- 
able Mexico City hotel, was 
the second high-level PRL 
official to be assassinated this 
year. 

The party's first presiden- 
tial candidate. Luis Donaldo 
Colosio. was gunned down as 
he campaigned in Tijuana in 
March. 


lar and Jorge Rodriguez, the 
brother of the man accused of 
organising the killing of Ruiz 
Massieu. have been 
arrested. 


Jorge Rodriguez told au- 
thorities his brother had told 
him “there is a list of impor- 
tant people in Mexico who 
have to die because they sup- 
port a series of reforms to 
modernise the country politi- 
cally." the attorney general's 
office said. 


his brother. Fernando Rodri- 
guez, organised the plot on 
die orders of Deputy Manuel 
Munoz Rocha, a PRI legisla- 
tor and head of the Water- 
works Commission of the 
Chamber of Deputies. 


At least five people, in- 
cluding gunman Daniel Agui- 


It did not say who was on 
the list. 

Jorge Rodriguez also said 


He said his brother told 
him Mr. Munoz drafted the 
plan with an imprisoned for- 
mer PRI official of tbe state 
of Guerrero who is related by 
marriage to one of the lieute- 
nants of Juan Garcia Abrego. 
reported to be the head of the 
powerful Gulf Cartel, the 
attorney general's office said. 


Palace blasts book on Diana’s love life 


LONDON (Agencies) — A 
book claiming to be a true 
and detailed story of Princess 
Diana's love affair with her 
former riding instructor was 
dismissed by Buckingham 
Palace Monday as “grubby 
and worthless." 

But tbe palace said it 
would take no legal action 
over the . book, which says 
former cavalry officer James 
Hewitt, today 36, and Diana, 
33, made love in Kensington 
Palace and at the princess' 
country home at Highgrove 
during an affair that lasted 
nearly five years. 

“We are not going to waste 
any more time on this tawdry 
little book,” said a spokes- 
man. “The public can judge 
the motives of these people 
who are quick to peddle gos- 
sip of acquaintances with the 
royal family.” 

Tbe book. Princess In 
Love, is written in romance 
novel style by free lance tab- 
loid journalist Anna Paster- 
nak, 27, grand-niece of Doc- 
tor Zhivago author Boris Pas- 
ternak. She said it was based 
on her personal conversa- 
tions with Maj. Hewitt. 

Princess Diana and her 
husband. Prince Charles, 
were formally separated in 
December 1992. 

The book says Maj. Hewitt 
and Princess Diana fust made 
love after an intimate, flirta- 
tious dinner at Kensington 
Palace, but does not specify 
when that was. 

“Diana stood up and with- 
out saying a word stretched 
oat her hand and slowly led 
James to her bedroom... 

“Later, she lay in his arms 
and wept. She wept for all the 
times she had been left feel- 
ing deficient and alone... for 
all the times she had been left 
confused and dissatisfied, 
yearning for what then she 
did not know — while know- 
ing that there was more — 
but now knew." 

Maj. Hewitt, says the au- 
thor, suspected why she was 
crying and asked no ques- 
tions, but simply wrapped his 
“muscular arm... tightly 
around her,” his "quiet, 
calm, undemanding support 



capital’s retail book trade, 
early Monday. 

The front cover carries a 
photograph of the princess' 
wearing a pearl and diamond 
tiara. The hack cover bean a 
picture of Major Hewitt, 
wearing a pin-striped suit and 
sitting at a desk. 

“It is the first time ever 
that there has been such 
secrecy about die publication 
of a book," the bookshop’s 
head of marketing, Corinne 
Giitch, said. 


A young Londoner takes the opportunity of an early purchase 
Monday at the controversial book Princess In Dove which 
Haims Hmt Princess Diana hail a three and half a year affair 
with Mgjor Janies Hewitt, a former officer of the life Guards 
(AFP photo) 


Ms. Gotch said she was 
first informed about the book 
Saturday but had no idea 
what it might be about until 
Sunday’s newspapers broke 
the news of Maj. Hewitt's 
sensational claims. 

Friends of Princess Diana 
have accused Maj. Hewitt of 
exaggerating the relationship 
since he hit hard times after 
leaving the army in March 
after a 17-year career. 

It is not the first time the 
former officer has spoken to 
the press about his rela- 
tionship with the 33-year-old 
princess but tbe latest allega- 
tions wfl] undoubtedly cause 
more damage to the royal 
family. 


enwrapped her like a warm 
coat in winter.” 

“James,” says Pasternak, 
“unlocked latent desires of 
new found intensity in Diana 
and, as they had so few full 
nights together, they spent a 
good proportion of those 
weekends languishing in each 
other’s arms," the book says. 

“They longed for Sunday 
mornings, those long playful 
hours when they lay peaceful- 
ly together, their sheets 
threaded through the tangle 
of their bodies." 

The British press said Maj. 
Hewitt bad been paid £3 mil- 
lion ($4.5 million) by pub- 
lisher Bloomsbury for his col- 
laboration in the book, 
priced at £14.99 ($22) and 
delivered in secret to book- 
sellers early Monday. 

The book went on sale in 
London Monday in a blaze of 
publicity. 

“This book tells the story 


of a love between a woman 
and a man, a love that was 
both passionate and full of 
hope and yet, nlimately, 
hopeless, “says tbe cover of 
Princess In Love. 

“Their love lasted for near- 
ly five years this is their 
story." The book implies 
strongly that the prinress, 
estranged from beir-to-tbe- 
throne Prince Charles, was 
the lover of Major James 
Hewitt. 

Princess Diana was re- 
ported by newspapers to be 
furious about the allegations 
and upset that Maj. Hewitt 
had betrayed their 
friendship. She was also re- 
ported to be considering legal 
action. 

Journalists waiting to read 
the story heralded across ev- 
ery newspaper front page in 
Britain queued outside a 
shop in London's Charing 
Cross Road, centre of the 


Earlier this year Prince 
Charles admitted in a highly 
publicised television inter- 
view he had been unfaithful 
to her. 

Britain’s tabloid press has 
covered every detail of Prin- 
cess Diana’s life since she 
married Prince Charles in 
1981. 

The couple, who have two 
sons,, separated in 1992 after 
months of media speculation 
about the state of their mar- 
riage. 

Attorney Mark Stephens 
of the firm Stephens Innocent 
add another twist to the 
scandal, noting that the 
Treason Act of 1351, as 
amended in 1795 and 1814, 
stipulates that “a person is 
guilty of treason who violates 
the wife of the sovereign's 
eldest son and heir." 

In theory, a conviction on 
treason charges m Britain 
carrier a possible death sent- 
ence. 


Tension remains high in Azerbaijan 
after police seizure of prosecutor 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbai- 
jan's general prosecutor was 
released Monday by angry 
Interior Ministry forces who 
held him captive overnight, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

But tension remained high 
in the capital Baku as govern- 
ment troops encircled the 
base to which the " 


Special Police Unit (OPON) 


members had with dr a w n 
ter releasing Prosecutor Ah 
Umarov, tire agency said. 

Interior Munster Ramil 
Usubov was quoted as saying 
gov ernm ent troops bad ex- 
changed fire with OPON 
members insi de the base 
though there had been no 
casualties. 

Russian news agencies re- 
porting from the Azeri capit- 
al linked the incident at the 
prosecutor’s office in central 
Baku to a festering row be- 
tween Mr. Usubov and his 
deputy, Rovshan Xavadov. 

Mr. Javadov, ac cord i ng to 
these reports, had taken ex- 


ception to the arrests of 
three OPON members on 
suspicion of involvement in 
the HiHng last Thursday of 
Deputy Parliamentary Qiari- 
man Afiyaddin Jahkiv and 
President Haydar Aliyev’s 
security chief, Shamsi Ragi- 
mov. 

Mr. Javadov was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS news agency as 
saying his chief, Mr. Usubov, 
was trying to destabilise the 
situation and “create open 
confrontation in Azerbai- 
jan.” 

The bizarre incident high- 
lighted the volatility of the 
oil-rich Transcaucasian re- 
pubiicn, which has been tbe 
scene of two power changes 
in two yean. 

Mr. Aliyev, a former 
Soviet politburo member, 
took power from the elected 
popular front leader Abulfaz 
Elribey in June 1993. Last 
month, in a personal political 
triumph, he signed a $7 bil- 
lion international contract to 


develop three major oil fields 
in the Caspian Sea. 

But die political scene re- 
mains unpredictable with ten- 
sion still high with neighbour- 
ing Armenia over the dispute 
surrounding the Nagorno- 
Karabakh enclave. 


There have been at least 
two unexplained bomb 
attacks on the Baku Under- 
ground (subway) train net- 
work, causing many deaths, 
and shooting incidents re- 
main commonplace. 

Interfax News Agency said 
prosecutor Umarov had been 
beaten up before his release 
at 7 a.m- (0400 GMT). 

Mr. Umarov was seized 
when a 100-strong unit of 
OPON forces seized control 
of tbe building where he 
worked. 


Criminal proceedings had 
been opened against those 
responsible for bolding him, 
Minister Usubov was quoted 
by Interfax as saying. 


Chechenya army post hit by rockets 


MOSCOW (R) — Officials in 
tbe breakaway Russian re- 
gion of Chechenya said milit- 
ary helicopters bearing Rus- 
san markings Launched a new 

raid Monday, hitting a mili- 
ary post outside tbe capital 
Grozny. 

Chechen mOitaxy comman- 
der Musa Merzhuyevo was 
quoted by a Local journalist as 
saying tbe aircraft fired sever- 
al guided missiles at the post 
about 10 kilometres to the 
northwest of the town. 

ITAR-TASS news agency, 
repor tin g from Grozny, said 
do casualties or damage were 
reported from the raids. The 
Chechen forces scrambled an 
aircraft after the attack but it 
was unable to catch the heli- 


i, TASS said, 
report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Chi Sunday, Russian news 
agencies repented five heli- 
copters attacked Kalinvsky 
village in the north of 


its desire to see Mr. 
Dudayev’s downfall and a 
swift end to tbe tiny north 
Caucasus republic's fragile 


independence declared by 
the Chechen ' 


Chechenya, killing one per- 
n awl w 


son ana wounding several 
other people. 

Interfax quoted aides of 
Chechen President Dzbokar 
Dudayev as alleging the heli- 
copters involved in that 
attack belonged to the Rus- 
sian army in the north Cau- 
casus. A Defence Ministry 
spokesman in Moscow de- 
nied Russian forces were in- 
volved in the conflict, Inter- 
fax said. 

Moscow makes no secret of 


leader after the 
1991 collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

Russia has strong commer- 
cial interest in Chechenya, a 
vital ofl refining centre, ft has 
openly backed tbe opposition 
several armed groups 


fighting to topple Mr. 
Dudayev but it denies it is 
involved militarily. 

Last Friday, two helicop- 
ters attacked Grozny Airport 
buildings, damaging the con- 
trol tower and two civilian 
planes and slightly wounding 
several people. 


Former finance minister favoured 
as Brazilians choose new president 


RIO DE JANEIRO* (AFP) 
— Brazilians voted for a new 
president Monday with Social 
Democratic former Finance 
Minister Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso heavily favoured to 
beat union firebrand Lxtiz In- 
ado “Lula” Da Silva for the 
job. 


Long lines formed outside 
polling stations across the 
country when they opened at 
8.-00 a.m. (1100 GMT) for the 
election of the president, 
national legislature and state 
governors. 

An opposition poll pub- 
lished late Sunday indicated 
that Mr. Cardoso would gar- 
ner 45-46 per cent of the 
presidential vote, far outdis- 
tancing Mr. Da SOva, a leftist 
militant who unto recently 
was considered a shoo-in fen* 
the presidency. Mr. Da Silva 
was credited with jnst 22-24 
per cent of the vote. 


Mr. Cardoso, 63, needs 50 
per cent to avoid a Nov. 15 
runoff against the second 
place candida te . Election re- 
sults are expected around 
11:00 pun. (MOO GMT Tue*- 

dJ Nfr 

larity has been attrifcutedTto 
his success as finance minister 
in bringing Brazil’s inflation 



Supporters at Brazffi an Workers Party iaw<»Hah. T«h inatio 
"Lula” Da S8v* Ride through tbe streets of Rio Dc Janeiro on 
the eve of BrazSfan elections. Some 95 mflBou Brazflhms are 
expected to vote in the elections (AFP photo) 

down from 45 per cent in Cardoso’s economic plan 


June to l.S per cent in 
September. He resigned as 
minister in May. 

, The centrepiece of Mr. 


centres on aiding tbe link 
between wages and inflation 
and creating a new currency, 
the real. 


LILLE, France (AFP) — 
Firemen who had to jump ^ 
into a pit of pig manure totry\*~*|| 
to save 89 pigs after the ftoor - ,'^ 


of their sty~caved in com- 3^ 

plained Monday they still ?|||j 


smelled of the 'stuff. ' Jean-gfi 


Mare Danset, 34-year-old 
head of the Wervicq FireJfef^ 
Brigade near here and 14 
other firemen spent several'll 
hours in a two metre 
foot) trench of liquid manure. ^ 
Sunday trying to rescue the 
animals. “I still stink even 


though I have taken several 
showers.” Mr. Danset said'*#* 


snowers, Mr. Danset said 

Monday. He said his wife had^ 
washed his dotbes several ^ 
times but that they still smefr- 
led. “Even our boots stink,” 

Mr. Danset said. Pig slurry is 
the strongest-smelling of all-tt^] 
manures. The Wervicq fire- 
men managed to save 39 of 
the pigs, lifting them out one - j 
at a time. Forty-seven 
drowned in the manure and 
three bad to be destroyed. 
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Whoopi Goldberg -a 
honeymooning 
after 

weekend wedding 




LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Actress-comcdienne Whoopi 
Goldberg was honeymooning 
at an undisclosed location 
Sunday, one day after mar- 
rying film industry union 
organiser Lyle Trachtenberg, 
ber publicist said. Goldberg, 
38, was wed Saturday in a 
star-studded ceremony on tbe 
grounds of her home in Los 
Angeles. “They’re not in- 
terested in releasing any in- 
formation, but I can confirm 
they were married yester- 
day,” said Goldberg's 
spokesman Brad CafareJli. 
Goldberg announced her en- 
gagement to Trachtenberg, 
38, in April during an appear- 
ance on CNN. Videotape 
shot by news helicopters 
hovering over Goldberg's 
Pacific Palisades home 
showed a bride in a white 
gown and a groom in a tux- 
edo taking their vows on the 
back lawn. Director Steven 
Spielberg, who directed 
Goldberg in her Oscar- 
nominated performance in 
the 1985 film The Colour 
Purple, action-movie star 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
actor Matthew Modme were 
reported to be among the 350 
invited guests. The wedding 
plans bad been rumoured for 
the past week. Goldberg met 
Trachtenberg earlier this year 
when he visited the set of her 
hit comedy Sister Act 2. On 
CNN’s Larry King Live last 
April 29, Whoopi said: “He’s 
a normal* guy. He's got a 
regular 9 to 5 job five days a 
week. I’ve never been out 
with somebody like that be- 
fore.” This is by no means 
Goldberg’s first attempt at 
tying the knot. In 1986, she 
married cinematographer 
David Qaessen. When she 
was 18, after dropping out of 
school in her native New 
York, she married her drug 
counsellor. 
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Priest jailed, 
fined for 
caressing maid 






SINGAPORE (AFP) — A 
Roman Catholic priest who 
touched and caressed a Filipi- 
no maid aboard a Singapore 
Airlines (SIA) plane was 
sentenced to a week in jail 
and fined 500 Singapore dol- 
lars ($330), the Straits Times 
reported Saturday. The re- 
port said Emmanuel Jospeh 
Arumainayagam, 40, a priest 
holding a Sri Lankan pass- 
port, pleaded guilty to tbe 
charge. The incident took 
place on Sept. 23 when the 
plane was coming in from 
Manila. The priest and die 
22-year-old maid boarded the' 
plane in Manila and both 
were given seats in the same 
row at the rear end of the 
plane. The seat between 
them was empty. Names of 
victims of sexual offences 
cannot be published. At 
some point during the flight 
the priest stretched out his 
right hand and touched the 
left side of the maid's waist. 
He then used the same hand 
to caress her left upper arm. 
The maid reported the inci- 
dent to the leading stewar- 
dess and asked for a chan ge 
of seat. 
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Pirate radio 
operator jailed 


-_^i 


TAIPEI (AP) — The owner 
of an anti-government radio 

Station WQC ranfA...J A. t . 


. p w * j ai 

w ?s sentenced to ei|ht 


«vui«llVCU LU C 

months in jail Saturday ror 
initiating an unauthorised ral- 
ly. court officials said. The 
Taipei court handed down 
the verdict against Hsu Jung- 
Ctu, owner of the under- 
ground radio station Voice 
Of Taiwan, for mobilising 
taxi drivers to surround the 
finance Ministry in central 
Taipei in a protest at a plan- 

3? ‘““ranee scheme, 
the officials said. 
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Finnish investigators view video of wreck I Perry sees tougher MAT© 


- JRKU, Finland (Agencies) 
' Investigators were due to 
tet in this Finnish port 
jnday to study video foot- 
.5 of the wreck of the car 
ty Estonia in hopes of 
covering why the vessel 
~ik taking more than 900 
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opic to their deaths. 
Finnish investigators Karl 
:htola said the international 
omission set up to probe 
-> tragedy would begin 
•eting at 1400 GMT and 
it their work session would 
-t “many hours.” 

He said the commission, 
ide up of experts from Fin- 
al, Sweden and Estonia, 
<uld not issue any state- 
- mt until the meeting had 
ded, probably somfltime 
esday. 

The meeting was to be 
tired by Estonian Trans- 
mit Minister Anti Meiser, 
o has come under criticism 
•• the Swedish press for 
igedly rushing the enquiry, 
investigators will try to 
ablish why the Estohia 
. sized and sank during a 
: 'nn m the Baltic Sea early 
sdnesday by studying 16 
ars of video footage of the 
>ckage taken Sunday by 
3 radio-controlled robot 


-V'rx> 
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Two robot submarines are prepared for the mission on the deck 
of the Hat h ferry off the coast of western Finlan d (AFP photo) 


imarmes. 

rhe Finnish ship Halli ar- 
id here early Monday with 
. ■ film of die sunken ferry, 
itch went down 100 
. ^metres off Turku with the 
5 of 910 lives out of the 
49 on board. 

rhe Estonia now lies on its 
' e on the seabed at a depth 
80 metres. 

inland’s two experts on 
lrd the Halli have put 
ether a short summary of 
footage, which they will 
w to their fellow commis- 
i members. 

There will be shots from 
ly places, we just wrote a 
nano,” one of them, 
•mo Karpinnen said. 

It. Karpinnen said the 
' was of “very high quali- 


ty” and showed “propellers, 
radar, the bridge, the bow 
parts and the windows.” 

He did not specify whether 
the bow door, which is sus- 
pected to have been the cause 
of the accident, was missing 
or detached, as had been 
claimed by some survivors. 

The two robots, which 
were each equipped with 
three cameras, each shot 
eight hours of film. 

Both submarines had 
floodlights to penetrate the 
underwater gloom, but visi- 
bility was still only around 
three metres (10 feet) forcing 
the robots to work almost 
right np against the wreck. 

They took around 15 mi- 
nutes to reach the ferry be- 
fore sending back video pic- 
tures screened directly 
aboard the Halli. 


The Haiti was originally to 
have continued its mission 
until 0200 GMT Monday but 
cut short its voyage and re- 
turned to port more than six 
hours ahead of schedule. 

Mr. Karpinnen explained 
that the ship had returned 
earlier because at the end of 
filming they were not getting 
any new information. 

Swedish maritime officials 
have said they believe the 
Estonia sank after the protec- 
tive cover over its bow load- 
ing doors were ripped open 
by heavy seas, flooding the 
ship’s vehicle decks. 

The head of the Swedish 
shipping company which half- 
owns E&tline, operator of the 
ferry Estonia, said Monday 
Esttine planned major new 
safety measures. 

“We will take some drastic 


measures which will publish 
at a press conference in Tal- 
linn shortly,” said Ronald 
Bergman, managing director 
of Nordstrom Thulin, AB. 

Although the cause of the 
Estonia's sinking is not yet 
known, survivors' testimo- 
nies point to a structural fai- 
lure allowing seawater to en- 
ter its front doors during a 
storm, and Mr. Bergman said 
he was convinced this must 
have been the case. 

But he said the ship's man- 
agers were not to blame. 

“There must have been 
some basic weakness in the 
construction,” be said in a 
telephone interview. 

Mr. Bergman, who has 
given at a high safety profile 
in the international shipping 
industry by pioneering toe 
use of double-skinned oil 
tankers in advance of indus- 
try regulations, said he was 
prepared to do the same for 
ferry operations. 

Meanwhile, the head of the 
Finnish rescue operation said 
Monday a distress signal from 
the Baltic ferry Estonia, 
which sank with the loss of 
more than 900 lives, was not 
passed on to Sweetish, res- 
cuers immediately. 

“I have heard from Swed- 
ish information sources that it 
took 30 minutes before the 
distress signal from the Esto- 
nia heard at the Finnish Sea 
Rescue Centre at Turku was 
brought to the knowledge of 
Swedish sea rescue author- 
ities. I can confirm this,” 
Raimo Tuiikainen said in a 
statement. 

He said the reason for the 
delay in despatching the mes- 
sage from the Finnish Res- 
cue Centre to Sweden was 
not yet known bur investiga- 
tions would be launched to 
ensure it could not happen 
again. 

Finnish and Swedish sea 
rescuers worked together in 
picking up survivors and 
bodies from the ferry. 


[. Korea accuses South on nuclear Issue 


JEVA (R) — U.S. and 
h Korean experts held 
ly three hours of talks 
day to dear barriers to a 
sar accord as Pyongyang 
:ed South Korea for 
g to wreck the negotia- 


)tfa sides declined com- 
i on the talks, aimed at 
alising an outline accord 
ied in August that 
Id reshape North Korea's 
car power industry and 


trying to wreck the Geneva 
discussions. ' 

Monday’s talks at the U.S. 
mission followed six days of 
negotiations at the end of 
September which foiled to 
resolve key issues — includ- 
ing who would have the right 
to select the new reactors to 
be provided. 


can produce weapon-grade 
plutonium would be replaced 
with light-water technology. 

This would ensure that the 
North, widely suspected of 
having . a covert nuclear 
weapons programme, had 
very little possibility of build- 
ing up atomic arms. 


e its use for weapon pro- 
ion almost impossible. 


ion almost impossible, 
ley said the two delega- 
i of technicians would 
£ again Tuesday — a day 
re chief negotiators for 
two countries are due to 
me a top-level bid for 
ement 

Lit in a statement issued 
i Pyongyang's mission in 
leva, the Communist 
th fiercely reiterated its 
sal to accept a reactor 
i South Korea under the 
I and accused Seoul of 


After last week’s talks, 
U.S. delegation chief Robert 
GaQucri said there had been 
no substantia] progress, but a 
senior North Korea official 
said his side bad made “very 
constructive and interesting” 
proposals to dear the block- 
age. 

Mr. GaUucri returned to 
Washington at the weekend 
for consultations. His North 
Korean counterpart. First 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Kang Sok-Ju, remained in 
Geneva. 

Under the August agree- 
ment, North Korea’s graphite 
reactor programme which 


South Korea has insisted 
that it be the provider of a 
light-water reactor to be fi- 
nanced by an international 
consortium, and the United 
States says Seoul must play a 
central role in the operation. 

The North says it should 
choose where the reactor 
comes from and indicated it 
favours Germany or Russia 
— both of whom would be 
members of the consortium 
that Mr. Gallucci says 
Washington is putting in 
place. 


South Korea’s president, of 
putting “artificial obstacles” 
in the way of the Geneva 
talks over, the reactor issue. 

In the statement, as issued 
in Geneva, the North quoted 
what it said was a cross- 
section of South Korean 
opinion denouncing the 
Seoul authorities’ stand in 
bitter terms. 


The report cited a South 
Korean “nudear expert” as 
saying the reactor promoted 
by Seoul was simply “an 
assembly of parts from diffe- 
rent countries... and like a 
time bomb of disaster which 
might cause an accident any- 
time.” 


But the latest statement 
from Pyongyang on the issue 
accused what it called 
“traitor” Kim Young-Sam. 


It quoted a worker in the 
South’s nudear power prog- 
ramme as saying Seoul was 
aiming to ’Infiltrate into the 
North under the pretext of 
.provision of light-water reac- 
tors and create a channel for 
destroying the Socialist sys- 
tem.” 


’ i lashes with leftists mar German Unity Day ceremonies 


£MEN, Germany (AFP) 
. Clashes between police 
extreme-left demonstra- 
opposed to celebration 
he fourth anniversary of 
man reunificatrion mar- 
official ceremonies for 
event here Monday, 
undreds of demonstra- 
forced their way through 
x barriers at the Bremen 
Terence complex where 
ceremonies were being 
[ and 170 were arrested, a 
ice spokesman said, 
eve police officers were 
itly hurt. 

he demonstrators esti- 
ed at up to 1,000-strong 
e driven back, and they 
i left for the city centre 
Te they smashed shop 


windows, me spokesman 
said, leaving the ceremonies 
to go ahead unhindered. 

llead of state Roman Her- 
zog and Klaus Wedemeier. 
president of the Bundestag 
(upper house of parliament), 
called on Germans from the 
eastern and western parts of 
the country to try to over- 
come their continuing differ- 
ences. 

The two spoke in the pre- 
sence of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and premiers of the 16 
regional German states after 
an earlier night of extremist 
violence from opponents of 
the ceremonies, most of them 
apparently anarchists who 
regularly demonstrate against 
nationalist events. 


Strict security was in force 
to prevent disruption. 

On Sunday night, groups 
of youths threw stones at 
police, set fire to cars and 
broke shop windows in Bre- 
men, and 70 people were 
picked up for questioning af- 
ter a discovery of moloiov 
cocktails. 

Eight police were hurt Sun- 
day. one seriously, and two 
people were arrested. 

Police were deployed in 
strength in Bremen at the 
weekend after an “Alliance 
Against Oct. 3” said it would 
ignore a ban on demonstra- 
tion. 

Bremen this year hosted 
the official anniversary cere- 
mony marking the reunifica- 


tion of Oct. 3, 1990. 

Ultra-left extremist sym- 
pathisers of the terrorist Red 
Army Faction (RAF) 
attempted last week to blow 
up the Bremen offices of the 
Free Democrat Party led by 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el. 


In his speech, Mr. Herzog 
called on Germans east and 
west to listen to and not to 
lecture each other. 


“In the end, a single peo- 
ple — like the whole of 
Europe for that matter — 
cannot live with two different 
histories, but rather there 
must come about a single, 
honest history, cosmetically 
treated by no side,” he said. 


lovak president set to accept coalition government 


ATISLAVA (AFP) — 

• rak President Michal 
ac appeared set Monday 
c°ept a coalition govem- 

' it following the surprise 
»y of nationalist leader 
timir Medar, whose par- 

• une out on top of Slova- 
i legislative elections this 
kend. 

}ur fellow citizens voiced 
r decision for a coalition 
f -r * jr srnment during these 
Cions and expressed their 
t * O' A f°„ r political parties to 
‘ - c in partnership,” Mr. 

... ac said Sunday in a tele- 
•'.*** interview following the 

..cion results. 

- e said he would meet 
members of the coun- 
seven political parties 
- sday to discuss the out- 
. e of the vote and be 
sed on the formation of 
. new government. 

at although the president 

wwledged the results of 
lay’s vote during his tele- 
••n address, he avoided 


ifir.«iC M « W_ 


party. Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia 
(HZDS). 

Mr. Meciar, who was re- 
moved as prime minister last 
March by parliament follow- 
ing an appeal by Mr. Kovac, 
thas not made any declara- 
tion on the results of the poll 
or the makeup of the next 
government. 

His party topped the elec- 
tion with some 35 per cent of 
the vote, to obtain 60 out of 
150 seats in the new parlia- 
ment, but fell short of the 76 
required for a majority. 

A spokesman for Mr. Mec- 
iar said be would not com- 
ment on the results until next 
week. 

But despite his current si- 
lence, Mr. Meciar in the past 
has not hidden his dislike of 
Mr. Kovac and has vowed to 
oust him from office. 

Various newspapers Mon- 
day wonderd about the poli- 
tical scenarios possible for a 
new coalition government, 
ufhifh seemed olausi- 


Meciar’s party. 

“The elections confirmed 
that Slovakian politics cannot 
exist without Meciar,” a 
headline in the Slovenska Re- 
publika, which is close to Mr. 
Medar's party, said. 

Various other newspapers 
expressed concern about the 
country’s future political sta- 
bility. 

“Knowing Meciar's reti- 
cence in terms of accepting a 
coalition government, and his 
often proven inability to gov- 
ern, even with his closest 
partners, it seems difficult, 
even impossible, for him to 
govern with partners who 

have different opinions than 

his own,” the independence 
daily Sme said in an editorial. 

Mr. Meciar's closest rival 
in the elections was Peter 
Weiss’s Democratic Left, and 
its pannes in the Common 
Choice' alliance, who 
together 'captured a meagre 
10.41 per cent. 

Three parties representing 
Slovakia’s ethnic Hungarian 


well, finishing third with 
10.18 per cent of votes. 

Mr. Meciar's showing con- 
founded opinion pollsters, 
the most optimistic of whom 
had only credited him with 27 
per cent of voting intentions. 


His score came within a 
couple of points of his per- 
formance in the 1992 elec- 
tions which swept him to 


power and triggered the 
Slovakian separatist drive 


Slovakian separatist drive 
that culminated in the break- 
up of the old Czechoslovakia 
and formation of Slovakia on 
Jan. 1, 1993. 


Political analysts said there 

was almost no chance Mr. 
Medar’s party would form a 
coalition with outgoing Pre- 
mier Jozef Moravcfk’s Demo- 
cratic Union, which finished 
fourth with 10.08 per cent of 
the vote, because the new, 
centrist party is headed by 
dissidents of the movement 
who were expelled early this 
year after they criticised Mr. 
Meciar’s rough personal 


action on Bosnian S^r&s 


SPLIT, Croatia (Agendes) 
— U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said Monday 
he expected NATO to em- 
ploy tougher air strikes 
against the Bosnian Serbs. 

“I think we are going to see 
a judicious use of air power 
which I believe will be more 
robust, will be more effec- 
tive,” he told reporters after 
talks with United Nations 
chiefs in former Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Perry was speaking 
after talks with the U.N. Spe- 
dal Representative Yasushi 
Akashi, the commander of 
U.N. troops in former 
Yugoslavia, General Ber- 
trand De Lapresle, and the 
Commander of U.N. troops 
in Bosnia, Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose, 
and NATO Supreme Com- 
mander General George 
Joulwan. 

Mr. Akashi said: “We have 
agreed on close cooperation 
to make sure that there will 
be judidous use of air power 
bv NATO in support of UN- 
PROFOR.” 

Asked if this meant there 
would be tougher air strikes 
against the Bosnian Serbs he 
replied: “I cannot comment 
on that.” 

The talks at a U.N. base in 
the Croatian port of Split 
were called to discuss a rift 
between NATO and the 
U.S., which favour tougher 
action to punish the Bosnian 
Serbs, and the U.N. which 
has preferred a more mea- 
sured response. 

On Monday, a squad of 


French U.N. troops pre- 
vented some 300 Bosnian 
troops from advancing on 
Serb lines through a U.N. 
demilitarised zone on 
strategic heights around 
Sarajevo. U.N. spokesmen 
said Monday. 

Meanwhile U.N. aid trucks 
began moving through Serb- 
held areas of Bosnia Monday 
after top-level protests to 
Serb military and political 
leaders secured free passage 
guarantees for convoys 
blocked at Serb checkpoints, 
after the Serbs had failed 
Sunday to honour their 
pledges. 

Troops from the Muslim- 
dominated Bosnian army in- 
filtrated the demilitarised 
zone on Mounts Igman and 
Bjelasnica several times over 
the weekend, sparking skir- 
mishes with Bosnian Serb 
forces south of the demilita- 
rised zone. 

U.N. Sarajevo Comman- 
der General Herve Gorbil- 
liard issued two sharply 
worded protests to Bosnian 
Vice President Ejup Ganic 
over the breaches and won a 
Bosnian commitment to pull 
our. U.N. Protection Force 
spokesman Lt.-Colonel Ber- 
nard Labarsouque said. 

A patrol of around 10 
French soldiers confronted a 
group of some 300 Bosnian 
troops from the 1st Mountain 
Brigade on Mount Bjelasnica 
around 1:00 p.m. (1200 
GMT) Sunday and ordered 
them to leave the zone, said 
Col. Labarsouque. 


The Bosnians refused and 
took shelter in nearby woods, 
fearing Serb snipers. Serb 
troops later shelled Bosnian 
positions inside the zone. 

The incident marked the 
most serious violation of the 
demilitarised zone since its 
creation in August 1993. 
when Serb forces handed 
over the heights to French 
U.N. soldiers. Col. Labar- 
souque said. 


“After the protest was 
made by General Gorbil- 
liard, it was agreed that those 
soldiers would be removed 
from the demilitarised zone 
during the course of last night 
(Sunday).” said senior UN- 
PROFOR spokesman Lt.- 
Colonel Tim Spicer. 

Poor weather delayed their 
withdrawal until early Mon- 
day. he said. 

tJ.N. reinforcements were 
sent to the area to help con- 
tain the Bosnians overnight, 
said Col. Labarsouque. 
adding that some 200 Bos- 
nian soldiers were seen mov- 
ing west out of the area early 
Monday. 


Bosnian troops infiltrated 
the zone early Saturday 
under cover of fog to attack 
Serb lines in the Rakitnica 
area, suffering 13 wounded 
according to unconfirmed 
military observer reports. A 
platoon of 30 Bosnian troops 
was spotted late Saturday and 
ordered out of the area. 

Igman and Bjelasnica 
dominate the southwestern 
approaches to Sarajevo, par- 


ticularly a key Bosnian supp- 
ly route into rhe hsyeied 
Bosnian capital, bui Cel. 
Spicer said the Bosnia^' pre- 
cise military object!’. ; re- 
mained a mystery. 

Meanwhile, British. luiti: 
and Danish U.N. tn ehr rol- 
led through Serb-helc 
Monday, as the Se; ..-r hon- 
oured a pledge to iif. a con- 
voy ban as agreed fpvj-.foy 
during a top-level meeting of 
U.N. and Serb leader.;. ~ 

Transit clearance? vere 
granted late Sundt-v Jlsr 
four U.N. convoys h.:d spun, 
the day blocked i.v osrb 
checkpoints in breach ihc 
accord. Three others vere 
cancelled. 

A British convoy carrying 

1.000 litres of fuel, fee i ra- 
tions and tractors was 
allowed through thr Serb 
checkpoint outside Kiys'.jsK, 
35 kilometres (20 mi! ■* * ?st 
of Sarajevo, early T'.:. . 

followed by a Danish otnvoy 
bound for Sarajevo. 

Two Dutch convoys were 
also allowed to leave tne cist- 
ern Muslim enclave ef Sreb- 
renica. said UNPROFOR 
spokeswoman Claire Grimes. 

Kris Janowski, spoke-man 
for the U.N. High Gyrmis- 
sioner for Refugees, sai i ’.wo 
convoys totalling 17 trucks 
had left Belgrade for 
Gorazde but it remaine. un- 
clear whether they had cros- 
sed into Bosnia. A th re con- 
voy was planned from Zugrcb 
to the Serb-held town »\ 
ja Luka in northern Bc-s.ihi, 
-he said. 


U.N. agency warns lawless Rwandan refugees 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — The 
U.N. refugee agency warned 
Rwandan refugees Monday 
they could be punished for 
crimes in Zaire and called for 
a swift end to lawlessness 
keeping foreign aid agency 
workers out a vast camp for a 
fourth day. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) also said it has 
been forced to evacuate some 
of its staff from parts of Rwa- 


dan refugee camps in north- 
western Tanzania because of 


western Tanzania because of 
threats. 

“It is very important the 
refugees understand that if 
they commit a crime on Zai- 
rean soil it is a crime against 
the Zairean state and is 
punishable by their laws,” 
UNHCR spokeswoman Lyn- 
dall Sachs told reporters in 
the Zairean border town of 
Goma. 

“We are hopeful for a 
quick resolution to this prob- 
lem as the crisis is now in its 
fourth day,” said Ms. Sachs, 
referring to trouble in lawless 
Katale camp, 50 kilometres 
north of Goma. 

AU international aid work- 
ers pulled out of Katale 
camp, which has 270,000 re- 
fugees, Friday after they 
were threatened and it was 
seized by thugs from a defe- 
ated extremist Rwandan raili- 
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Japanese soldiers patrol their base camp at Goma’s airport. 
Japanese troops flew into the troubled Zairean border town on 
the first mission under their own command since the end of 
World War II (AFP photo) 


Officials of UNHCR, aid 
agencies and the Zairean au- 
thorities had five hours of 
talks Sunday with 150 repre- 
sentatives of refugees in 
Katale who made a series of 
proposals. Ms. Sachs said. 

In the Rwandan capital of 
Kigali, UNHCR spoken 
-woman Marjane Aalam told 


Reuters Monday that the 
situation in Rwandan refugee 
camps in Ngara district. Tan- 
zania, remained very tense. 

“We had to evacuate our 
staff from part of the camps,” 
she said. She gave no details 
on the pullout but said 
UNHCR wanted security 
guarantees from camp lead- 
ers before resuming work. 

Aid agencies are worried 


Rwandan refugee camps in 
Zaire and Tanzania could be- 
come no-go areas for aid 
workers as they are in- 
creasingly controlled by mili- 
tiamen and troops of the for- 
mer Hutu-dominated govern- 
ment which was defeated in 
July by the mainly-Tutsi 
Rwanda Patriotic Front. 

There are an estimated 

800,000 Rwandan refugees in 


the Goma area and HI: a 
million more in r.cri:.- f*i 
Tanzania in addition ic .\vo 
million people dispu^. : ’re- 
side Rwanda by three r:, :r.±s. 
of civil war and mas if.::*. 

The U.N. Children's 
(UNICEF) said Sand; y :hree 
days of violent incider .= in 
the Ngara camps ihresG-.ted 
the security of refug.-c? sne 
international worker;, and a; 
■least one refugee was i; : l!id. 

Tanzanian police ■mitred 
Benaco camp, wh ic': has 

235,000 residents, t.'ursday 
and arrested a former Rv. .. 
dan official who had fined :c 
surrender bis official car tc 
Rwanda’s new rulers. 

Refugees surround ic the 
Tanzanian police station J 
were dispersed by pc*: : co fir- 
ing tear gas and bulle;* H the 
air. 

Tens of thosuar.ds «. ’ re- 
fugees also descended o: :nc 
joint UNICEF- UNIZCR 
compound on the el-:; yi 
Benaco but troubir’ ;'es 
averted when the :e*5 
Rwandan was released. 

A vehicle was attach :.r.d 
overturned Friday in B; ■■ac:-. 
UNICEF said. The dri- rr 
escaped but two pas# criers 
were missing. 

Aid officials say [hr-.- 
although they regular:;, r.’ tc: 
former local govemmcri: >:?\- 
dals of the ousted Rwan-an 
government in the , :"v.r.-s 
they believe the reo ■ eld- 
ership is hidden and 
underground. 

. Aid workers pull ou : •* : ■ ::? 
camps before dark wr c ’ re- 
fugees say the militiair.er -.r.d 
‘soldiers are at their ■ _ r -.t 
active, intimidating :.r. r.:.* 
who wants to return to Z - • :r- 
da. 


Russian hardliners mark anniversary of uprising 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
About 100 Ccmmunist hard- 


liners demonstrated Monday 
in front of the Russian Tele- 


vision Headquarters to com- 
me morale the first 
anniversary of rhe failed up- 
rising against Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

The protesters, who were 
outnumbered by police, 
brandished pictures of those 
killed by army troops who 
stormed the parliament 
building to end the Oct. 3. 
1993 uprising and held Soviet 
and 'Imperial Russian flags. 

“We are honouring the 
memory of those who fell to 
defend the Soviet constitu- 
tion and the law, and we want 
to recall the responsiblity of 
those behind last October's 
bloodbath,” said Vladimir 
Lakeev, a member of the 
Russian Communist Party 
which organised the protest. 

About 140 people were kil- 
led during the uprising which 
was sparked by Kir. Yeltsin's 
decision to dissolve parlia- 
ment and schedule new elec- 





, 
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A woman makes sure that all red flags are held commemorate last year's October revdt - 

up high as Communist supporters rally outside ended in the shelling of the parliament b- L T i- 
the Foreign Ministry in Moscow Sunday to ing (AFP photo) 


Dons. 

Opposition members, 
however, say the death toll 
was closer to 1.800. 

Meanwhile the man who 
led the bloody revolt to oust 
President Boris Yeltsin said 
on the eve of the anniversary 
of his defeat by Kremlin 
tankfire that he was in nc 
hurry to make a new bid for 
power through the ballot 


Alexander Rutskoi. Mr. 
Yeltsin’s vice-president until 
the uprising in which at least 
140 died, said on television 
Sunday he wanted a full in- 
vestigation into the events 
and would take his time to 
build a new movement to 
lead the country. 

• Only about 7.000 Com- 
munist and nationalist sym- 
pathisers marched through 

chilly Moscow streets to sup- 
port Mr. Rutskoi and de- 

nounce Mr. Yeltsin as a 
murderere for crushing the 
revolt by Russia's conserva- 
tive former parliament. 


independent investigation 
and not merely to punish 
someone,” Mr. Rutskoi said. 

“We need to repent what 
has happened to find out the 

truth each side is guilty in 

its own way.” 

“But nowhere am I saying 
that there should be early 
elections. There won't be 
any. Let us take our time in 
setting up a considered move- 
ment with reasonable people 
capable of leading the coun- 
try.” 

The former Soviet-era par- 

liament proclaimed Mr. 
Rutskoi acting president after 


September. 

He barricaded him: elf *.n 
the assembly with hundreds 
of deputies and urged sup- 
porters to seize key Mo: row 
buildings after a demon? t ra- 
tion backing him rav:?d 
police in the capital. 

Mr. Yeltsin forced :r..- re- 
bels to surrender wirhir. :■ 
by sending tanks on «.V. 4 
against the White Hou c 

liament — since turned h a: a 
government headqu3rr-.'.>>. 

Later, deputies retur 
elections to a new-style par- 
liament voted in February *.o 
amnesty Mr. Rutskoi ^nd 


/ \ 
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The magic words 
we never heard 


NOTWITHSTANDING the declarations that we 
heard from U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres yesterday 
from the White House grounds after the trilateral 
meeting with His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. we could find little indication that Israel 
is ready yet to agree to the key Jordanian 
demands for ; the return of the Kingdom’s terri- 
tory and its rightful share of water. 

Of coarse, that is not to say that the White 
House meeting was not withdut its plus sides: 
Progress has been made in taking the first 
meaningful steps towards developing the Jordan 
Rift Valley and closely studying some of the 
multi-biliion-doilar projects whose outputs would 
be shared by Israel, Jordan and Palestinians. As 
anw when realised; these projects would help 
achieve th. key objective of improving the lot of 
the people of the region. But then, some of the 
projects are too mammoth to be expected to 
materialise and produce fruits in the short term, 
or even the medium-term. Beyond everything 
else, we in Jordan were looking for the magic 
words from Mr. Peres,. words that would expli- 
citly commit Israel to honour Jordan’s territorial 
integrity by recognising in public the validity of 
the Kingdom’s demand for the return of its lands 
and to set in motion an irreversible process of a 
fair allocation of the .water resources that are 
available today rather than discussing what could 
be made available tomorrow. 

We were expecting to <hear the Israeli foreign 
minister spell out in clear terms that his country, 
having agreed, to accept Jordan’s legitimate 
territorial and water claims, was setting a date 
for the physipl process Of withdrawal to begin. 

Those woras did 'not materialise, leaving us 
wondering over Israel’s awareness of the Jorda- 
nian position, p articulacy that as the White 
House meeting was taking place, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told his parliament that 
he was expecting to sign a “peace treaty” with 
Jordan before the end of this year. 

It would seem that Israel, despite the 35 
months that have passed since the launching of 
the peace procesk in Madrid and the several 
rounds of intense talks th&t Jordanian and Israeli 
negotiators held after ttie Washington Declara- 
tion in July, is having ttouble coming to terms 
with the basic pillars riftfte Jordanian position — 


that any talk dhput^&.jiifcacfe treaty could come 
lifts te 


only when ttte Kingdbrffts territorial and water 
rights are restored in' full. 

Would anyone~bIame fis for starting to think 
that Israel, despite its smooth words and poetic 
phrases, has its eyes more focused elsewhere, 
perhaps on what .it could pocket from the 
Casablanca economic summit rather than at the 
clearly spelt-out realistic means to achieve realis- 
tic peace with Jordan^ 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE C-UL.- C ’operation Council (GCC) countries have 
all the right :c take whatever decisions they see fit, but the 
decision to end their boycott of firms dealing with Israel has 
nothing to do* with the Middle East peace process, said a 
columnist in Al Ra’r Arabic daily Monday. The decision 
came as a result of American pressure on the Arab states to 
serve the interests of the United States and its companies, 
said Tareq Masarweh. “Who knows what Washington 
would ask from the Arabs afterwards and what sort of 
pressure would be exercised on their governments to make 
them succumb to the desires of the Jewish state?" said the 


writer. The Arab boycott; of? Israel, he continued, is a 

lea by the Arab League as it is 


question that should be handl< 
solely an Arab matter pertaining to the sovereignty and 
dignity. For years, the United States has been imposing 
boycott of goods against Cuba, Iraq and other states 
without beings questioned by other nations about its own 
" ; vr said. He said no country had ever told 

V ‘j:.- in £!■:■ • :bat s boycott of Cuba was conflicting with 
I', f Jiuse of world peace. 


ANOTHEjR^bQjuinifiST' ip AI Ra’i daily crticised a govern- 
ment decision to'cairicel a general census which had been 
scheduled for next month in Jordan. The last census was 
held in 1979 *an<f oyer the past year the Department of 
Statistics had been involved in preparations for the 
scheduled census, noted Fahed Al Fanek. The writer said 
that the “pretext" given for the cancellation was to 
preempt any assumption that the census was related one 
way or another to the peace’ process. However, it is not a 
source of shame -for the government to hold the census in 
order to provide $e decision-yiakers^ afl<3 u:at<unjgprin^rion 
and the right figures to bandied such sapofis questions’ like 
unemployment, housing and pdvertv. saitfthe writer. If the 
census has to do with the nurimr of refugees and displaced 
persons, the process is healthy and the results would back 
the government’s endeavour* to seek repatriation or 
compensation for the refugees,' he added. He charged that 
the cancel I ariop' of ' the census was a service to Israel and a 
stab in the heart. of the Palestine cause and deterimental to 
the refugees* interests. 


Palestinians seize 


on election issue 
with Israel 


By John West 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM — After months 
on the defensive, Palesti- 
nian leaders have latched 
onto general elections as an 
issue which can turn the 
tables on Israel and break 
Palestinian self-rule oat of 
its narrow Gaza confines. 

Political analysts and 
activists say Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
hopes to hit several birds 
with one stone by focusing 
on the issue of elections for 
a Palestinian legislative 
council. 

“All our major concerns 
are in this one issue. Elec- 
tions mean Israeli redeploy- 
ment in the West Bank, 
they mean the participation 
of Jerusalem, they mean 
the spread of real Palesti- 
nian jurisdiction,' 1 said 
Marwan Al Baighouti, a 
leading member of Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh faction. 

For Israel, busy forging 
new ties in the Middle East 
on the strength of last year’s 
peace deal with the PLO, 
the issue holds another dan- 
da value for 


The issue of elections and 
Palestinian democracy is 
easy to understand and 
could engage Palestinian 
and even international 
opinion much more than 
the complex list of local 
grievances Palestinian lead- 
ers have so far been poshing 
in negotiations. 

“We all believe in demo- 
cracy the way we believe in 
apple pie. It is easy to bat- 
ter Israel on this issue, to 
set November as an election 
date and then when it 
doesn’t happen to say we 
(the Israelis) are obstruct- 
ing democracy,** said 
Joseph Alpher, director of 
Tel Aviv’s Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 

Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin agreed on Sunday to 
restart talks next week in 
Cairo on elections and 
Israeli withdrawal from 
ipulatkm centres in die 
est Bank. 

Mr. Rabin, uncharacter- 
istically, was forced on the 
defensive: “We are for elec- 
tions... .(but) we have to 
know what will be elected, 
what win be the spheres of 
responsibility of the elected 
body,” he told reporters 
after the meeting. 

The main PLO faction 
Fateh immediately 
announced it was forming 
its own election committee 
the West Bank, which 


m 


Mr. Baighouti said would 
organise political rallies. 
Palestinian elections are 
key part of the self-rule 
agreement Israel and the 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation signed last year. 
They were originally set for 
July but were delayed, like 
many other parts of the 
deal. 

Mr. Arafat insists he 
wants elections in Novem- 
ber but most independent 
analysts say that is unrealis- 


tic. There are no lists of 
voters and no electoral sys- 
tem has been agreed. 

The declaration of princi- 
ples specifies “direct, free, 
and general political elec- 
tions will be held for the 
(Palestinian) council','' but 
the two sides now dispute 
what that means. 

Israel argues it refers to a 
cabinet-type institutionof 25 
members to govern the 
West Bank and Gaza for up 
to five years. 

The Palestinians say it 
justifies their demand for 
elections to a whole legisla- 
ture with -some 100 seats, 
since the council should 
have legislative and execu- 
tive powers. 

Many analysts think the 
bigger issue is actually the 
Israeli army’s reluctance to 
redeploy in the West Bank, 
a prerequisite for elections 
according to the agreement. 

Unlike the narrow Gaza 
Strip, the 100,000 Israeli 
settlers in the West Bank 
cannot be neatly sealed off 
from the Arab population. 
Leaving cities such as Nab- 
lus, Ramallah and Hebron 
clearly in Palestinian hands 
would involve restricting 
settler movements and con- 
stitute a huge gain for the 
PLO. 

The bigger, richer West 
Bank is for more of a prize 
than teeming, resource- 
poor Gaza. 

Mr. Arafat sold last 
year’s deal to Palestinians 
as “Gaza-Jericho first”. Bnt 
those dose to him say since 
self-rule started in May he 
has become afraid of being 
trapped in Gaza, forgotten 
by the world which feared 
and then praised him. 

Khalil Al Shikaki, an in- 
dependent academic, said 
he thought Mr. Arafat was 
becoming keener ou the 
election issue as delays in 
aid flows from donors made 
it clear he could not rely on 
the development process 
alone to win Palestinian 
support. 

He was also caught in a 
vicious aide on security 
with Israel, which wants 
him to crack down on Mus- 
lim militant attacks in Gaza 
before extending self-rule 
to the West Bank. 

“It’s like catch 22. He 
needs elections to take bold 
steps on security but Israel 
doesn’t want to give him 
elections until he improves 
security,” said Mr. Shikaki. 

Palestinian opposition 
activists accuse Mr. Arafat, 
not known in the past for 
his commitment to demo- 
cracy, of playing with the 
election issue simply to 
score points. 

But Mr. Shikaki said the 
PLO leader, despite re- 
servations, may be coming 
round to the idea he has 
more to gain than to lose. 

“Gaza-Jericho is not vi- 
able without elections. Mr. 
Arafat, even if sure of win- 
ning, may be unhappy ab- 
out becoming accountable 
and facing independent- 
minded ministers. But be is 
determined to break out of 
Gaza and get the West 
Bank,” he said. 


Saudi cashflow 
worries America 


RIYADH (AFP) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen begins a three-day 
visit to Saudi Arabia on Tues- 
day that will focus on the 
kingdom's cashflow prob- 
lems, Western diplomats 
here said. 

“Bentsen’s visit will focus 
on the economic and finan- 
cial difficulties of the two 
countries, including recent 
cashflow problems in the 
kingdom.’’ one diplomat told 
AFP. 

I Sau di Arabia, the .world’s 
u ~ bi gg est - producer and expor- 
ter of oil, has asked the Un- 
ited States for a breathing 
space m payments for two 
large contracts concluded 
earlier this year, the U.S. 
Treasury revealed last week. 

Its difficulty arose from a 
shortage of liquid assets link- 
ed to the fell in oil prices. 
One of the contracts, for 


work — the largest ever fore- 
ign contract in this field for a 
U.S. company. 

Falling oil income has 
already forced Riyadh to sign 
an agreement in January with 
five large U.S. arms suppliers 
and the Pentagon to resche- 
dule payments of $9.2 billion. 

The payments were for 72 
F-15 fighter planes ordered 
from McDonnell Douglas at 
a price of $9 bilHon,as well as 
for arms purchases planned 
for 1994 and 1995. 

__ Total -Saudi --orders— for 
American arms amount to 
$30 billion from now until 
2004. 

Riyadh's treasury difficul- 
ties are worrying U.S. indus- 
trialists, some of whom were 
relying on Saudi orders to 
boost the recovery in their 
own country, diplomats said. 
The Saudi daily Al Hayat 
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rat # price of $6 billion, 
was clinched in February by 
U.S. manufacturers Boeing 
and McDonnell Douglas. 

Saudi Arabia also signed a 
$4-bfllion contract with the 
U.S. company ATT in Au- 
gust to extend and modernise 
its telecommunications nrt- 
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Elegant reformer 
tackles ugly world 
of Russian politics 


By Vanora Bennett 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — Irina Kbaka- 
mada, pretty, witty and 
rich, seems out of place in 
the Russian parliament with 
its loud voices and lumpy 
bodies in ill-fitting crim- 
plene. 

Running her fingers 
through elegantly cropped 
hair, Ms. IQiakainada ex- 
plained why she was a par- 
liamentary deputy. 

“I believe in economic 
liberalism, so I'm working 
towards a system where 
economic liberalism can 
flourish,” she said. 

Ms. Kbakamada and her 
allies in the Liberal Decem- 
ber 12 Union hope to create 
a legislative framework for 
a market economic system. 

Parliamentary intrigue 
was new to her. “My first 
surprise was that — instead 
of this huge mechanism 
moving logically from the 
conception of a law towards 
finding a practical form for 
it — the whole process had 
a wild, elemental charac- 
ter." she said. 

There’s no doubt that 
Ms. Khakamada is a tough 
cookie. 

A former economics 
teacher and the daughter of 
a Japanese Communist, 
Ms. Khakamada made her- 
self one of the Soviet Un- 
ion’s first fortunes by set- 
ting up a computer software 
firm as soon as trade was 
legalised in 1988. 

She was a founder mem- 
ber of the first stock ex- 
change. She brought up two 
sons. She co-founded the 
Economic Freedom Party. 

Her career is especially 
remarkable in Russia, 
where sexism is deeply en- 
trenched. The few women 
who enter the male world of 
power and money have 
satellite roles. 

Most female politicians 
stick to women's affairs. 
Typically, the women of 
Russia Movement, run by 
the conservative deputy 
Avletina Fedulova, focused 
its election campaign on 
pleas for more niceness and 
more attention to family 
matters. 

Ms. Khakamada, whose 


deputies wandering hel- 
plessly through unfamiliar 
buildings, at first without 
telephones, lifts or a lib- 
rary. 

“Russian parliamentary 
politics is in its childhood. 


It’s hard to get a quorum, 

lift 


leggy glamour has made her 
the dai 


larling of Russian 
fashion houses, prefers the 
tough stuff of economics. 

Sue was shocked by her 
first experience of par- 
liament, die Duma, during 
its first session earlier this 


year. 

The 


has quoted Saudi economists 
igifsorne 60 planes to .ps saying: “The kingdom has^p^refe 
i/gfifct'nationai' airline s asked for a three-month de-s “ 
lay before announcing the 
number and technical speci- 
fications of planes ordered by 
Saudia." 

A London-based Saudi hu- 
man rights group charged last 
week that foe kingdom's oil 
revenue had fallen to below 
$20 billion a year. 


heaving, swearing, 
undisciplined legislature, 
—elected last December, is 
dominated by Communists, 
conservatives and an ultra- 
nationalist faction ran by 
Maverick Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky. 

What Ms. Khakamada 
dismissively calls the “left 
camp” often votes on in- 
stinct, and their instincts tell 
them to vote against any 
measure that she and other 
right champion, 
©fteri^fre ttmpty ran’t 
go tti foe podium,” said Ms. 
Khakamada, one of the 
most articulate liberal lead- 
ers. “They see us there and 
vote no, without even 
listening.” 

Among other problems 
were the Duma’s two 
moves this year, which left 


for instance. Even if there is 
a quorum, there’s not much 
chance of getting factions to 
vote logically. 

“And, even ' if they do 
agree on bow to vote, indi- 
vidual deputies are more 
than Ukely to go against the 
agreement if some national- 
ist gets up and makes a fiery 
speech. Those are foe times 
when you just want to 
resign.” 

Ms. Khakamada says 
there is too much to play for 
to walk away from parlia- 
ment when foe going gets 
tough. 

“I’m not going to leave 
politics until I lose every- 
thing,” she said. “I had a 
career in business before, 
but it all stopped being in- 
teresting. I don’t want to go 
back to that now.” 

President Boris Yeltsin 
took away much of foe 
legislature's power before it 
even started work, fearing 
it would turn into a clone of 
its even more aggressive 
predecessor. 

Fighting between Mr. 
Yeltsin and the old parlia- 
ment spilled on to the 
streets of Moscow last au- 
tumn, and at least 147 peo- 
‘ pie were killed in the fracas. 
In contrast, foe Duma's 
first session did see a few 
laws passed, although with 
difficulty and only after 
long debate. 

Ms. Khakamada hopes 
this autumn's session, 
which begins on Oct. 5, will 
move quickly to passing se- 
rious laws regulating the 
chaotic economic markets 
of foe post-Soviet era. 

She is preparing a law on 
securities — a timely mea- 
sure after foe collapse of 
share prices in foe MMM 
investment company. She 
also wants a new law to 
fight rampant corruption. 

Ms. Khakamada said she - 
believed nearly three post- 
Soviet years had already 
taught people to think and 
earn for themselves. 

“Finns nowadays don't 
just look for state credits. 
They’re learning a new way 
of thinking. People are 
learning how to earn 
money, even if they don’t 
always do it in a civilised 
-way yet.” 

When she’s not at the 
Duma, Ms. Khakamada de- 
votes her time to training 
women to get into politics 
and business from the Mos- 
cow Women’s Foundation 
and its network of regional 
affiliates. 

“Women have a great 
problem acquiring recogni- 
tion by society,” she said. 

Her own family — foe 
ter son, foe mother 
foe recent husband who 
live; with her — are 
ShpHfBtfve. she said. 
sBfc does the shopping, 
ie cooking and the 
cleaning. 

“Oh yes,” she said with a 
laugh. “I iron my husband’s 
shirts in foe morning. He 
might back me, but he 
doesn't do anything for 
himself at home. After all, 
this is Rnssia.” 
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LETTERS 


Unique traditions 


The following letter was sent by the writer ro the Ministry 
of Tourism of Jordan 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


I am taking this opportunity, during foe short time 
available to me during this present transit stop-over at tW 
Alia Hotel, to write to you and your fellow officers and 
staff in tourist services in the Kingdom, to express my 
absolute delight with what I encountered in your country 
during my week’s stay earlier this month. 

My first visit to Jordan was in 1974, when I remember 
being impressed with foe great variety of monuments from 
all historical periods. 

I had planned so many places to visit during my week’s 
visit this time that I thought I would have little time to 
contact foe ordinary people of Jordan or to have foe 
opportunity to have a social exchange with them. 

The total courtesy, warmth of welcome, enthusiasm do 
see and great me that all Jordanians I came into contact 
with expressed meant that as well as being inspired by the 
superb monuments from your country's Greek, Roman, 
Byzantine Christian and Islamic past, I had ample opportu- 
nities to meet Jordanians from all walks and levels of life, 
Muslim and Christian alikd/’and to impressed by-and 
bumbled by-foeir genuine warmth of greeting, hospitality 
and interest. I can think of a member of times when a 
fellow passenger in a mini bus going to an Omayyad 
fortress or a Biblical site would tap me on the shoulder and 
say,” Sir, welcome to Jordan, I have paid your bus fare." 

The warm conversation that followed from this always 
added interest and enjoyment to foe trip. Sometimes l 
insisted on repaying their courtsey with a cup of tea or a 
cold drink on reaching our destination, but very often, the 
Jordanians declined foe offer and went on his/her way after 
a fond farewell. Believe me, Sir/Madam, after travelling in 
well oyer 80 countries of the world, I believe I can be sure 
in saying that Jordanian customs in this respect are unique. 

I also had the opportunity to exchange views with people 
on a wide range of topics, including ones associated with an 
individual's strong, personal beliefs, and here — unlike so 
many other places in foe world — including (sadly) the 
Middle East, I was able to share these conversation with 
Jordanians in a spirit of equality, openness and sincere 
respect and courtesy. It left me with foe impression of a 
people who, as well as charity in their hearts, have a strong 
sense of maturity and understanding. I hope that such an 
understanding is reflected in foe day-to-day relations 
between Jordanians and all political, social and religious 
views. 



The tone of tourism in Jordan was set immediately upon 
arrival at the Queen Alia International Airport where 
everyone I had contact with went out of their way — but 
without artificiality or fussiness, to be helpful, practical and 
welcoming. And now, on leaving the Kingdom, I have 
found exactly the same charm and courtesy amongst all to 
.staff of foe Aha Hotel with whom I have come into contact. 


Some tunes m the Middle East — and I can speak with 
foe experience of a frequent visitor to these parts — foe 
very first impressions one gains are of a people more 
interested in “scalping” the tourist and design only foe 
advice that will be of benefit to their pocket. One is also 
made to feel a little isolated — even rejected — when it 
comes to the expression of idea about matters that one 
guides ones life by. Not so here in Jordan. One is greeted as 
an honoured guest with views that due worth being listened 
to with respect, followed by an informed and challenging 
conversation. 


I have spoken so much about the human face of tourism 
in your country that I have not yet mentioned the 
wonderful range of things for someone like myself, who has 
a passionate interest in history and archaeology, to see and 
experience.. It “ excellent to see foe extensive work that is 
9 ®?^nuing in revealing and cataloguing your country’s 
Eastern, Greco- Roman, Christian and Islamic 
penocK. I look forward to returning on another occasion to 
see what more has been unearthed! 


Jordan hi* much i beautiful countryside, but it is foe only 
fear I have for foe future, I do hope that development will 
proceed, especially in the area of town and village 
expansion, which will not cover some of your loveliest 
countrysuje with buildings! I was amazed to see. on 
traveling from Amman to Salt, for example, how far and 

penetrates into and spoils 
the beautiful countryside. It seems, in so manv places, that 

smfrSS? e nrjnr* the eyes ” out of ° f the 

counoyside, to the detriment of the beauty of country 

1 ho P e to retu ™ fiod 

not ab of the northern and western regions of the country 
y the maich of the landing optojS 


Forgive me for ending on a negative note! I leave yonr 

S52 *SJ! nd#rtU mwnories to *> many re^utb,^ 
a strong desire to return to immerse myself againinwhar I 
definitely regard as the best of the Middfe Fw - 

Appreaaoon to the people of foe Kingdom/ 


-r 


Israel 



Tbt izrtoju kt 


|R2 :■* - ii-r.i . J ; 


Jordan, I: 






Lance Taylor, 

1 Ford Avenue, 
Oakleigh, 

Victoria, 

Australia, 3166. 




. v 














News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1994 


Jordan, Israel agree on commercial, economic projects 



Following is a transcript of 
remarks by President Bill 
Ointoo, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres at the White. 
House, on Monday 




! President Clinton: Good 
morning. Tm happy to wel- 
come back to Ae White 
House both Crown Prince 
' Hassan and Foreign Minister 
i ■ Peres. We’ve had a produc- 
j) live session today. Jordan 
and Israel have taken further 
7 and veiyspedfic steps on the 
, road to bmlding a warm 

( peace between their two na- 
tions. - 

Almost exactly a year ago, 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Foreign Minister Peres and I 
met to launch tins trilateral 
process. What a difference a 
year makes. Since then, in- 
tensive bilateral and trilateral 
negotiations culminated just 
two months ago in the histor- 
ic meeting I hosted here be- 
tween King Hussein - and 
Prime Minister Rabin when 
they signed the Washington 
> Declaration and put an end 
^ to war between their two 
nations. 

Since then, peace treaty 
negotiations have made con- 
siderable progress, and steps 
■ to implement the warm peace 
.fe'all three of our nations want 
U have already been taken. Jor- 
dan and Israel have already 
opened a border crossing for 
citizens of other nations at 
Aqaba and Eilat, and trilater- 
. al discussions on tourism, 
D communications and econo- 
J.mic development are pro- 
ceding. Thesi discussions 
i take place at a time when the 
r T" economic and trade barriers 
: of the past are cfissOlving 
'* before our eyes. It’s hearten- 
, ing that the Gulf Cooperation 
Council stales, led by Saudi 
Arabia, have now declared 
.. dial they will no longer en- 
force the secondary and terti- 
" ary aspects of the economic 
boycott and will support a 
T move in the Arab League to 
~ end the primary boycott of 
_ Israel. Promoting trade de- 


velopment and cooperation 
rather than restraining a rut 
hindering normal economic 
relations should be the hall- 
mark of the new Middle East, 
and Jordan and Israel are 
leading the way. 

Today the Crown Prince 
and die foreign minister have 
reached agreement on a vari- 
ety of issues that will help 
develop the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley, increase tourism, and 
assure future economic and 
social progress in the region. 
They have agreed to adopt 
basic principles to guide the 
future development of the 
Jordan Rift Valley, including 
projects dealing with the en- 
vironment, water, energy and 
tourism; to open a new north- 
ern border crossing for third 
country nationals by October 
15th; to establish a Red Sea 
marine peace park, with 
assistance from the United 
States government; to con- 
vene a conference on explor- 
ing constructing a canal be- 
tween the Red Sea and the 
Dead Sea; to explore the 
establishment of a free trade 
zone in the Aqaba-Eflat area, 
with a view to making it an 
economic hub for the north- 
ern peninsula of dm Red Sea; 
to conduct, together with the 
United States, feasibility stu- 
dies to expand the availability 
of water, and to undertake 
joint financings of dams on 
the Yarmuk and Jordan Riv- 
ers to alleviate water shor- 
tages. That’s quite a lot of 
work for them in this session. 
They are solid evidence that 
Jordan and Israel have not 
only ended their state of war 
but are following through on 
their commitment to cooper- 
ate with each other and 
negotiate as rapidly as possi- 
ble a final peace treaty. 

Our goal remains a com- 
prehensive peace between 
Israel and all its Arab neigh- ' 
boms. We’re hopeftil that a 
breakthrough can be 
achieved in the negotiations 
underway between Israel and 
Syria and Israel and Leba- 
non. In their ongoing talks, 
Israel and Jordan have 
looked at the trilateral discus- 


sions to help establish a com- 
prehensive, lasting and warm 
peace. The steps we 
announce today are the 
building blocks of a moderate 
peace between these ancient 
lands. The United States is 
proud to be a partner and 
facilitator in this extraordin- 
ary endeavour. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Peres — 
Foreign Minister Peres, on 
behalf of the American peo- 
ple, and personally, let me 
say that I salute your virion, 
your courage and your per- 
sistence. This has been a rela- 
tionship that has meant a 
great deal not only to me but 
to all of us in this country 
because of the incredible 
openness that you have dis- 
played and the creativity you 
nave brought to these nego- 
tiations. I am grateful mat 
the United States has been 
able to play a role in this 
process, grateful for the 
opportunity that we have had 
to try to facilitate an extraor- 
dinary coming together be- 
tween two extraordinary na- 
tions and very extraordinary 
leaders. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday meets with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres (AFP photo) 


Crown Prince Hassan: Mr. 
President, Foreign Minister 
Peres, you’ll forgive me by 
starting my statement by 
quoting from the mission of 
the ethics of the fathers: 
“The world is sustained by 
three things — by truth, by 
justice and by peace.” I feel 
that in the spirit of our discus- 
sions that we have had truth- 
ful and frank and candid dis- 
cussions both here today as 
on the occasion that we met 
last year to launch the tri- 
lateral committee. 

I come, of course, from the 
meetings in Aqaba where 
those meetings were char- 
acterised by a truthful search 
for peace built on justice. 
And I would like to say that I 
come here in a mood of 
optimism that the work that 
we have commenced is a 
work that is going to live up 
to. the hopes and aspirations 
of our peoples for a break- 
through for the future of both 


our peoples and for the peo- 
ples of the region. 

Our negotiators have made 
progress that would have 
amazed us a year ago: We 
have moved the talks to our 
region, we have agreed upon 
principles and molalities to 
resolve the oatstanding 
issues, and today we are 
undertaking joint projects. 
We have implemented tins 
vision in the confidence- 
building context of the most 
concrete kind, and at last, at 
long last, the leaders of our 
countries have met face to 
face and signed the Washing- 
ton Declaration. As we move 
ever further in our voyage 
towards peace we witness the 
rebirth of the Middle East as 
a region, as a community, as 
a part of the international 
community of states.. 

Foreign Minister Peres, 
yon have spoken eloquently 
of your vision for the future 
of our region; it is a vision 
that we share. Now we must 


‘Israel - Jordan trade to be limited in short term’ 


The Jerusalem Post 


; THE volume of trade be- 
* tween Israel and Jordan will 
-.not be great in the coming 


Trade Potential between 
Israel, the Palestinians and 
Jordan,” written by Arye 
Amon and Jimmy Weinblatt 
of the central bank’s research 


five to 10 yean, even under division, bases its findings on 
free trade conditions, accord- a simple comparison of the 


'■ ing to a Bank of Israel study 
• released yesterday. 

The study entitled “The 


the components that make up 
the- countries’ imports and 
exports. 


An analysis of the trade 
components reveals that 
Jordanian fruit and vegetable 
exports and textile exports 
show the greatest potential. 
However, the study notes 
that these Jordanian exports 
will have to compete against 
imports of the same goods 
from Gaza and the .West 


The study estimates that 
Israeli exports to Jordan will 
total about S150 million 
annually in the short and 
medium-term. It identifies 
the export of scientific and 
quality control equipment as 
doe areas of greatest potential. 


Israeli reports said last 
week that the two countries 
had began drafting a treaty, 
and the date for signing the 
accord could be announced 
after Monday’s meeting. 

But Israeli and Jordanian 
officials later lowered ex- 
pectations, saying key dis- 
putes -remained and a peace 
treaty was still months away. 

And a Clinton administra- 
tion official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
there was no word of an 
agreement yet. 

The talks came after Jor- 
dan and Israel signed a land- 
mark declaration on July 25 
^endmg.46 years of hostilities 
fbetween them. 


’ ' Since then the two rides 
'■? have met regularly in either 

- ■ Jordan or Israel to hammer 
if- out tiie details of peace treaty 

to solve such' thorny issues as 
the exact outline of their bor- 
; dcr and water-sharing rights. 
A White House official 

- said' the two sides had been 
.* “going through with great de- 

- tail every single aspect of 
what- their potential rela- 
tionship is going to be. 

•*.' . He said they were “work-. 

- mg in a spirit of extraordinary 
^iendshrp and compromise” 

were “moving ahead.” 
V- - Mr. -Rabm . meanwhile told 

•\ his parliament .that Israel and 
. Jordan may sign apeacetrea- 
ty befbreihe endoFtbe year. 

. “It is with joy and pride 
V that I -can announce today 
that ’the signing of a peace 
accord wit£_ the Hashemite 
f .’ Kingdom ' is. possible very 
soon, before the end of 
"V 1994,” Mr. -Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin said: ‘There are 
still oatstanding problems, 
JfcjEffSh ly concerning the de- 
^ Jj S^gg ation of the border and 
and security issues, but 
"the coming days repre- 
f * sentatives from the two coud- 
tries wiU meet to work to-' 
. wards a . peace treaty.” 

, He said the declaration of 


Jordan.” 

“At our last meeting in 
Aqaba on Thursday, the 
King and Crown Prince Has- 
san told me dearly that they 
intend to reach quickly” a 
peace accord with Israel, Mr. 
Rabin said. 

Israeli and Jordanian nego- 
tiators are to resume bilateral 
talks alternating between the 
two countries on Oct. 10. 

A senior U.S. official, who 
requested anonymity, said in 
Washington the two sides 
“certainly hope to achieve (a 
peace treaty) by the end of 
the year. That’s their target. ” 

“They’re going through in 
great detail every single 
aspect of what their potential 
relationship is going to be,” 
said the U.S. official, who 
asked not to be named. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Peres met in New York 
on Sunday in preparation for 
Monday’s talks in Washing- 
ton. 

An Israeli spokesman said 
Mr. Peres later told Israeli 
reporters he discussed with 
Prince Hassan the possibility 
of opening a. free-trade-zone 
between the adjoining Eilat 
and Aqaba, as. well as the 
free movement there of 
Israeli and Jordanian tour- 
ists. 

Mr. Peres and Prince Has- , 
san were also said to have 
{fiscussed the -posabihty of 
opening an airport to. .serve. 

•• both towns as well as a joint 
feasibility study to examine 
tiie idea of building a canal 
linking the Red Sea and tiie 
Dead Sea as a potential 
source of power and to serve 
other development projects. 

. The spokesman said 
another topic was the idea of 
an office to follow up whatev- 
er decisions are reached at a 
high level conference to be 
held in Casablanca, Moroc- 
co, on the regional economic 
development of the Middle 
East. Such a follow-up 
mechanism will be discussed 
by a joint Israeti-Jordanian 
committee at the Casablanca 
gathering, the spokesman 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners pub- 
lished an unusual open letter 
to U.S. President Clinton on 


Monday, asking him to inter- 
cede wrth Israel to gain their 


cede with Israel to gain their 
release. 

The letter published in the 
Al Nabar and Al QudsTdaihes 
said that Mr. Clinton should 
interfere in the case because 
he brought together Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to sign the 


peace pact a year ago. 

“But Israel is still insisting 


on keeping thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners in jail, 
that contradicts the spirit of 
the agreement,” said the let- 
ter. 


The letter admitted that 
some of the prisoners in jail 
had killed, or wounded 
Israelis and many opposed 
the peace accord, but said the 
peace treaty should mean 
turning the page on the past. 

“Don’t ignore 6,000 
Palestinian families who are 
waiting for joy to enter their 
homes and 18,000 Palestinian 
children waiting for a smile to 
be drawn on their lips,'' the 
letter said. 


Israel says it has released 
5,000 prisoners in the year 
since the accord was signed, 
with about 4,000 still behind 
bars. It says several hundred 
have Israeli blood on their 
hands and will never be re- 
leased, while the majority be- 
long to Islamic or leftists 
group opposed to the accord. 

Palestinians put the numbr 
of releases at about 4,000, 
and demands that Israel re- 
lease all prisoners regardless 
of their political orientation. 

“The prisoners have 
banged on all gates: The Un- 
ited Nations secretary- 
general, the Pope and now 
they are trying Bill Clinton,” 
said Issa Qarqai, an ex- 
prisoner who heads the com- 
mittee seeking a general 
amnesty. 

The letter to the American 
leader was a rare appeal. In 
general U.S. leaders have 
been depicted by such groups 
as largely responsible for the 
problems of the Arabs due to 
American support for Israel. 

The letter came as Palesti- 
nian and Israeli negotiators 
resumed talks in Cairo Mon- 
day on the second phase in 
implementing the autonomy, 
to expand Palestinian author- 
ity in the West Bank and 
conduct general elections. 


Rabin: Settlements no hurdle 


(Omthned from page 


Rabin’s foreign polity 
speech. “There is no possibil- 


ity of a compromise over the 
Golan because of the weak- 


Golan because of the weak- 
ness of the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

‘“The choice is between a 
total withdrawal or no with- 
drawal at all.” 

Five Labour deputies' in- 
tend to bring a bill before 
parliament which would re- 
j quire a majority of 70 seats in 
the parliament or 65 per cent 
of the vote in a referendum 
on a peace accord with Syria, 
which has demanded the re- 


turn of all of the Heights. 

Mr. Rabin had earlier 
threatened to turn the speech 
and Knesset opening into a 
vote of confidence' for his 
government, but dropped the 

proposal. 

Opinion polls show Israelis 
almost evenly split on 

whether Israel should with- 
draw from the Golan. Tens of 
thousands opposed to the 
move visited the Golan last 
month during a 19-day hun- 
ger strike by 13 residents to 
protest any proposed with- 
drawal. 


eliminate the barriers that 
create obstacles to its realisa- 
tion. We must work to re- 
solve all outstanding bilateral 
issues, giving relations be- 
tween our countries a solid, 
equitable and sustainable 
basis. Over the past two days 
we have discussed a range of 
ideas to that end. and I am 
confident that we will rise 
together to these challenges 
and that we will go on to 
make good the promise of 
peace. 

Millions in the Middle East 
are watching us today. They 
know where true peace re- 
sides; it is ultimately not in 
the hands of governments but 
m the hearts of individuals 
who will participate in true 
peace. The time has come for 
the peoples of the Middle 
East to gain a stake in peace, 
to partake of its fruits without 
discrimination, without ex- 
clusion. In Casablanca at the 
end of this month, let us 
advance together towards 


that goal. 

Mr. President, the involve- 
ment of the United States 
gives us great hope. Your 
support, and that of Amer- 
ican presidents throughout 
the years, is cherished in my 
country. It was President 
Woodrow Wilson who proc- 
laimed the need for, and I 
quote, “open covenants of 
peace openly arrived at.” It 
has been a long journey. We 
have yet to arrive at our 
destination, but with God’s 
help the farthest shore is now 
in sight. 

Thank you, gentlemen. 


Foreign Minister Peres: Mr. 
President, Your Royal High- 
ness, I would like to thank, 
first of all, the American 
people, its institution, its 
leader. President Bill Clin- 
ton, for taking one of the 
most complicated issues, a 
region of problems and wars, 
and make out of it a region of 
hope and promise. If we shall 


Israeli telecards to have 
King, Rabin and Clinton 


By Jndy Siegel 

The Jerusalem Post 


Jordan, Israel agree on projects Palestinian prisoners 

h. w i) appeal to Clinton 


TELEPHONE cards with 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin shaking hands with Sy- 
rian President Hafez Assad 
and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat will eventually follow 
the one with Rabin, Presi- 
dent Clinton and King Hus- 
sein, President Clinton and 
King Hussein — if Communica- 
tion Minister Shulamit Aloni has 
her way. 

Presenting Rabin yester- 
day with the first telecard 
depicting his handshakes with 
the Jordanian monarch in 
Washington, Aloni said she 
saw it as tfae first of a series 
that will include Rabin's fu- 
ture handshakes with leaders ' 
of all the Arab countries and 
his first encounter last year 
with Arafat. 

The first of 400,000 of the 


50-can unit telecards will go 
on sale for NIS 22 at Bezek 
business offices, post offices 
and automatic dispensing 
machines today. The telecard 
will also be sent to Clinton 
and King Hussein. 

Bezek Director-General 
Yitzhak Kaul said the tele- 
card symbolised the unpre- 
cedented jump forward in 
communications between 
Israel and Jordan. Since 
direct dialing between the 
two countries was instituted a 
few months ago, the number 
of minutes of calls is equiva- 
lent to that between Israel 
and France. 

Kaul added that in 1995. 
Bezek, will complete its 
“optical information high- 
way” from Metulla to Eilat. ' 
A similar one can be installed 
in all Arab countries to link 
the Middle East with the 
world information network, 
he said. 
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succeed in our endeavours, as 
I do believe we shall, it may 
serve as a model to many 
other places. 

The Middle East was a 
complex place for three basic 
reasons; the conflict was un- 
precedented, deep, full of 
emotion and fall of military 
strength and confrontation. 
Secondly, the number of par- 
ticipants in this conflict was 
large and varied and diffe- 
rent. And thirdly, it was basi- 
cally a military and political 
conflict rather than an econo- 
mic cooperation and social 
outlook. 

May I say, Mr. President, 
that over the last year, every- 
thing has changed complete- 
ly. A year ago we were stand- 
ing here when the president, 
our Prime Minister Rabin 
and King Hussein and Chair- 
man Arafat agreed to start to 
solve the very complicated 
issue with the Pale stinians 
Today, Mr. President, it is a 
reality. Later on, there was 
the meeting again here be- 
tween the Jordanian leaders 
and tfae Israeli leaders and 
the president, in what then 
was the Washington Declara- 
tion. Today again is a vivid 
progress of cooperation for 
the benefit of all of our peo- 
ple. Then again, the Arab 
boycott that bas accompanied 
the Arab political boycott is 
disappearing very much be- 


cause of the work of Secret- 
ary Christopher, for whom I 
would like to express my 
thanks. 

And in the meantime, 
some other events took 
place. We have agreed to 
open relations with Morocco, 
to open relations with Tuni- 
sia. It’s not the end of the 
story or the end of the day, 
and as His Royal Highness 
has promised, we are going to 
meet in Casablanca for a 
most unusual attempt to com- 
bine private enterprise and 
governmental responsibility 
to promote the standard of 
living of all the people in the 
Middle East. In between our 


two countries, we are going 
to take parts of the desert and 
convert it into valleys of 
peace, of agriculture, of tour- 
ism . 

A year ago, when we 
started, many people thought 
that we are looking for photo 
opportunities. Today we can 
say we have attained not a 
photo opportunity, but a 
deep and moving change in 
human experience in the best 
part of the 20th century. 

I want to express my hope- 
tfaat the president and his 
team, the American Con- 
gress, the American people, 
will continue to do a job that- 
really calls for a salute and 
appreciation. 

Thank you very much. 


Israel, PLO dash over pullout 


(Continued from page 1) 

But the most Thornier 
ksue is redeplojmeni of 
Israeli troops in the West 
Bunk. 

An Israeli embassy spokes- 
woman said the talks would 
focus on the nature of elec- 
tions themselves, the date of • 
poll, and how many posts in 
the proposed Palestinian 
council would be up for grabs. 

"Both sides have different 
ideas on the elections. That is 
why we came to Cairo.” she 
said. 


'break the interim agree- 
ment.” he added. 

But Mr. Jeshurun said: 
“There are many problems to 
discuss, we hope the talks will 
go as quickly as possible. But 
we cannot set a date for the 
conclusion of an accord.” 


The wrangling is expected 
> spell further, delays for the 


to spell further, delays tor the 
elections .which. PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat wants 
staged by Nov. 1. 

Dr. Erakat said the PLO 
was aiming for elections be- 
fore the end of the year. 
"The election will make or 


Both sides have blamed 
each other for the delays to 
the extension of Palestinian 
self-rule, which was launched 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho in May. 

"Israel means to hold up 
the elections.” Dr. Erakat 
told Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency as he went into 
the talks. 

Israeli cmef-ot-starf Ehud 
Barak said last week the 
army would not pull out of 
any Palestinian towns until 
the securin' of Israeli settlers 
could he guaranteed. 


U.S. forces seize HQ 


(Continued from page 1) 

members of the "Ninja” bri- 
gade. 

They were captured car- 
rying guns as they rushed 
down tiie street towards Mr. 
H&Lloun’s Famosa ketchup 
factory, where a crowd was 
gathering as if in preparation 
for looting. 

U.S. troops also searched 
the Hallouns' father's home, 
a private tennis club and a 
clothing factory. There was 
no report of any weapons 
found. 

Beefed-up patrols and the 
seizure of some 1,000 
weapons at a border outpost 
and hundreds more at a para- 
military post Sunday seemed 
to indicate a more aggressive 
approach to providing secur- 
ity for Mr. Aristide’s home- 


coming on or around Oct. 15. 

A peacekeeping force of 
about 300 soldiers from Be- 
lize, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Jamaica, Antigua and Barbu- 
da was scheduled to -arrive 
Monday from Puerto Rico, 
where they have been train- 
ing. 

Other countries that have 
promised troops or police for 
the U.N. force are India, 
Bangladesh, Canada, Jordan, 
Argentina, Guatemala, 
France, Poland, Belgium and 
Israel. 

Troops may also come 
from Chile, Denmark, Japan, 
the Philippines, St. Lucia and 
South Africa. 

Monday’s early morning 
swoop came after the first 
direct attack on an American 
soldier* 
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world Bank urges reform 
to avert old-age crisis 


Wealthy nations to address global savings shortage 


MADRID (R) — The World 
Bank Monday called for cuts 
in payroll taxes and retire- 
ment benefits for the rich and 
middle class and compulsory 
savings in private pension 
funds. 

Nations must make fun- 
damental changes in the way 
they pay pensions to avert a 
worldwide crisis threatening 
the incomes of an increasing- 
ly greying population, it said 
in a study. 

“The world today faces a 
looming old-age crisis,” said 
the bank's chief economic 
Michael Bruno. 

“Rising life expectancy and 
declining fertility — welcome 
indications that development 
is working — also mean that 
the proportion of old people 
in the general population is 
growing very fast, particular- 
ly in many developing coun- 
tries," be pointed out. 

The book-length report, ti- 
lled “averting the old age 
crisis,” said the challenge was 
to introduce reforms that 
were good for a country as a 
whole in the long run, even if 
this involved taking expected 
benefits away from some 


groups in the short run. 

With rising incomes and 
medical advances, families 
now have fewer children and 
people live longer, meaning a 
smaller working-age popula- 
tion had to support more and 
more old people, it said. 

Existing systems were 
headed towards collapse all 
over the world including in- 
dustrialised nations with pub- 
lic pension plans and de- 
veloping countries depending 
on extended family support. 

Public pension hinds used 
in most developed countries 
were designed to avoid old-, 
age poverty, but often had 
the lopsided effect of making 
poor, young families pay to 
support wealthier, older peo- 
ple without guarantees that 
they would get benefits. 

The bank said industrial- 
ised countries must shift the 
bulk of responsibility to indi- 
viduals but keep a small pub- 
lic pool of funds for the chro- 
nically poor. The size of the 
payroll tax needed to support 
the publicly managed system 
should be kept relatively 
small to avoid inhibiting eco- 


nomic growth. 

The redesigned systems 
would fuel economies by 
boosting savings and private- 
sector financial development. 

The bank warned that 
changes hed to be im- 
plemented quickly in Latin 
America, eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union, 
where pension systems were 
in serious trouble. 

Bat in Africa and parts of 
Asia, where the number of 
old people bad been relative- 
ly low, the report said re- 
form, while needed, must go 
slowly to avoid repeating 
costly mistakes. 

It concluded that each 
country, whether developing 
or industrialised, must use a 
combination of sources of 
old-age income: Public, man- 
datory savings and voluntary 
contributions. 

“Because some of the risks 
of the next 60 years are not 
even dreamed of today, 
broad diversification across 
differing financial and man- 
agerial sources is the best way 
to insure in an uncertain 
world,” it said. 


MADRID (AFP) — The 
world's leading industrial na- 
tions have agreed to study the 
global savings shortfall and 
how to meet growing invest- 
ment demands, making the 
issue a major structural prior- 
ity after unemployment. 

The decision to adopt the 
British proposal came at a 
meeting here Sunday of fi- 
nance ministers and ce ntr al 
bank govern o rs of the Group 
of Ten, which is actually 11 
countries — the United 
States. Japan, Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy, Cana- 
da, die Netherlands, Switzer- 
land, Sweden and Belgium. 

Members of the group, 
chaired by Italian Treasury 
Minister Lamberto Dini, 
noted “concerns about die 
level of real interest rates and 
world savings and invest- 
ment," a statement said. 

“They agreed to examine 
the prospects for world sav- 
ings and investment, and the 
implications for interest rates 
and economic policy," it 


added. 

British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Kenneth Clarice 
welcomed the move in a sub- 
sequent speech to the Interim 
Committee of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which began its annnal meet- 
ing in Madrid the same day. 

“Savings and investment 
are running at lower levels 
than 15-20 years ago,” he 
said, noting that they 
accounted for about 25 per 
cent of world gross domestic 
product (GDP) in the sixties 
and early seventies. 

“Today the fignre is 
perhaps two to four percen- 
tage points of GDP lower. At 
the same time, real interest 
rates have risen over the past 
20 years. So we are faced 
with a relatively low level of 
world savings, and a histor- 
ically high level of interest 
rates,” he said. 

Moreover, this is happen- 
ing at a time when “invest- 
ment needs around the world 
are as great as they have 


been,” he said, refer rin g to 
“massive investment oppor- 
tunities'* in Asia and tarin 
America and similar pros- 
pects in eastern Europe, the 
former Soviet Union and 
southern Africa. 

British officials said an in- 
terim report on the savings 
shortfall was likely to be pre- 
sented to the group’s next 
meeting in Washington in 
April. 

The decision to adopt die 
British proposal came a day 
after the Group of Seven 
(excluding the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Sweden and 
Belgium) said it was “con- 
cerned” about the recent rise 
in long-term interest rates. 

“The rise reflects, to a 
Large extent, an increasing 
gap between global savings 
and investment as a result of 
the growing demand for in- 
vestment capital in many 
parts of the world," the 
Group of Seven said. 

World bond market turbu- 
lence since February was the 


subject of a detailed study in 
this year's international capit- 
al markets report by the IMF. 

The report, released last 
week, concluded that largely 
unregulated hedge funds — 
comprising derivatives and 
Other financial instruments, 
capitalised at op to $100 bil- 
lion posed problems for glob- 
al bond markets. 

German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel underscored 
these problems in his address 
to die IMF Interim Commit- 
tee Sunday. 

“However sound the eco- 
nomic policy approach, the 
globalisation of international 
financial markets makes it 
increasingly difficult to de- 
couple from international in- 
terest rate trends," he said. 

Mr. Clarke said the drain 
on global savings was partly 
the fault of governments 
themselves, calling for a con- 
sensus on future action to be 
taken. “Part of that action 
must certainly be to continue 
to reduce the demand that 


governments around the 
world are placing on the mar- 
ket, by reducing the size of 
our fiscal deficits,” he said. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasushi Mieno, whose coun- 
try has one of the highest 
levels of savings in the world, 
agreed. “Especially impor- 
tant in tire medium-term con- 
text is the need for the indust- 
rial countries to reduce their 
sharply increased fiscal de- 
ficits,'' be told tiie Interim 
Committee. 

Lloyd Bentsen, treasury 
secretary of the United 
States, whose country has 
one of the lowest savings 
rales and is the biggest single 
drain on world savins, told 
the committee that Washing- 
ton's five-year $500 biDioa 
deficit reduction plan was 
ahead of schedule. 

He noted that the IMF had 
estimated that the United 
States will have the lowest 
ratio of government budget 
deficit to GDP among the 
major industrial countries* 


Syria expects record number of visitors this year 


ti-poor spat, complaints 
i! IMF’s birthday party 




MADRID (R) — A stale- 
mate between rich and poor 
nations over the creation of 
new global assets that promp- 
ted criticism of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund's 
(IMF's) French boss cast a 
pail over the IMF's 50th 
anniversary meeting Mon- 

be me economic piolicy- 
■nc;:ers in Madrid said the 
ra-ti ir.d managing direc- 
tor. Michel Camdessus, had 
—-n by a bitter iate- 
' itight deadlock sparked by an 
proposal to issue S50 
Million of its artificial curren- 
:y to help needy nations. 

“He’s put himself in a diffi- 
cult spot. The fund has been 
imaged,” said one senior 
official from the Group of 
Seven (G-7) wealthiest coun- 
ts. which had offered a 
~ke-:t-or-leave-it $24 billion 
package that developing 
states’" representatives re- 
jected as inadequate. 

The IMF’s mid-life crisis 
overshadowed Monday's 
business at the fund's annual 
conference in Madrid. Dur- 
ing a meeting of the Develop- 
ment Committee, Britain and 
-ranee argued yet again for 
more generous debt relief for 
the world’s poorest nations. 

U.S. officials said Treasury 
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen was 
disappointed Mr. Camdessus 
had been unable or unwilling 
to persuade developing coun- 
tries to account the G-7 plan. 
Mr. Bentsen had made a 
pesonal last-minute appeal to 
Mr. Camdessus to persuade 
him the G-7 offer was final. 


Others agreed there was a 
serious North-South rift on 
the question. Postponement 
of a decision oo an IMF 
payout was a rare victory for 
the Third World over the 
fund's G-7 paymasters. 

But they played down the 
personal aspects of the dis- 
pute. 

“These are all small mat- 
ters.” said Indian Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh, 
one of the leading Third 
World voices on the Interim 
Committee. 

And an IMF official said 
Mr. Camdessus' job was not 
in danger. 

His second five-year term 
does nto end until January 
1997 and there is no appetite 
for an unprecedented effort 
to remove him. In any case. 
France would fight to defend 
the former governor of its 
central bank, G-7 officials 
said. 

German Bundesbank Pres- 
ident Hans Tietmeyer, who 
fiercely opposed Mr. Cam- 
dessus' plan on the basis it 
would stoke global inflation, 
said: “It would be false to 
conclude from this now that 
there is a situation of lack of 
confidence in the managing 
director. No. onthe contrary. 
He did his job.” 

One British official said: 
“Camdessus has done a good 
job running the IMF-., we 
took different positions last 
night but we do not see that 
as calling into question Cam- 
dessus’ position.” 

French officials defended- 
the former Bank of France 


governor against criticism 
that be had stuck too closely 
to his and the developing 
countries' original position, 
without arbitrating. 

“Camdessus was a go- 
between. He did persuade 
the developing countries to 
modify their position and told 
the G-7 what the situation 
was. It wasn’t enough yester- 
day. But we can still reach an 
agreement," one French offi- 
cial said. 

French Economy Minister 
Edmon Alphandery, who 
fought a lone battle with his 
G-7 partners — Britain, 
Canada. Germany. Italy. 
Japan and the United States 
— to push Mr. Camdessus’ 
proposal, stressed the need 
for consensus in the IMF's 
policy-making Interim Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Alphandery said: 
“These decisions need 85 per 
cent of the votes... there’s no 
point in taking extreme posi- 
tions." 

He was confident a deal 
would be reached, quite poss- 
ibly before April when the 
next Interim Committee 
meeting is due. 

Mr. Camdessus himself 
said at a midnight news con- 
ference: “I did my duty in 
launching my proposal, 
others launched their propos- 
als. It’s my duty to speak my 
mind." 

“I like very much what I 
do. I enjoy veiy warm sup- 
port from die membership 
and I will continue trying to 
do my job,” he affirmed. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
expects to receive a record 
two million visitors this year, 
about five per cent more than 
in 1993, Tourism Minister 
Amin Abu Shamat said in an 
interview. 

The numbers have been 
growing at between seven 
and 10 per cent since the Gulf 
war in 1991 and the Syrian 
tourst industry would prob- 
ably benefit from a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace 
agreement, he told Reuters 
Sunday night. 

The minister said it was too 
early to estimate earnings 


from tourism this year but in 
1993 it brought in between 
$750 million and $800 mil- 
lion. compared with $630 mil- 
lion in 1992. 

That puts tourism up with 
oil and textile exports as one 
of the country's three main 
sources of foreign currency. 

Mr. Abu Shamat denied 
that Syria was already reap- 
ing benefits from the atmos- 
phere generated by the peace 
process or that it had 
attracted tourists who might 
have gone to Egypt were it 
not for Egypt's security prob- 
lems. 


“The main reason (for the 
increase) is the security and 
stability Syria enjoys— it's 
well known that it's the safest 
country for tourists," he said. 

Syria differed from Egypt 
in that two thirds of its visi- 
tors come from Arab coun- 
tries, especially neighbouring 
states, whereas Egypt de- 
pends largely on Westerners, 
he added. 

But archaeological tour- 
ism, in which European visi- 
tors predominate, is the fas- 
test growing sector in Syria, 
he said. 

Pressed on when he 


Fuel, food prices soar in Nigeria 


LAGOS (R) — Food, fuel 
and transport prices rose 
sharply in Nigeria over the 
weekend, stoking inflation 
already running at more than 
an annual 100 per cent. 

The increases took most 
people by surprise as, break- 
ing with past practice, the 
military government gave no 
warning or the customary ex- 
planations that it had to slash 
subsidies on fuel. 

Past increases have trig- 
gered protests and strikes in 
Nigeria which is a major oil 
producer and posts domestic 
prices that are among the 
world's lowest. 

By Monday there was still 
no official announcement 
that prices had been raised. 

A spokeswoman for state- 
owned Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation told 
Reuters: “We have no offi- 
cial statement on the matter. 
“She declined to comment 
any further, saying that all 
senior officials were not 
available. 

The price of a litre of 
petrol rocketed more than 
tour times to 15 naira ($0.68) 
from 3.25 naira (SO. 15) on 
Sunday. 

The price of diesel rose to 
14 naira from 3.0 naira and 
kerosene, the poor man's 


fuel, went up to 12 naira from 
2.75. 

Analysts said the govern- 
ment might be keeping silent 
because "it was testing peo- 
ple's reaction, having taken 
over the leadership of the 
unions that were most likely 
to have fought the rise. 

Military ruler Sani Abacha 
sacked leaders of the oil 
workers unions and the 
labour federation in August 
to end two months of strikes 


and protests demanding the 
restoration of democracy. 

General Abacha also 
appears to have broken the 
political opposition, many of 
whose leaders are in deten- 
tion. 

“The last time fuel prices 
were increased the govern- 
ment was brought down,” 
said a Western diplomat. “It 
is by. no means certain that 
the same win happen now,” 
he added. 
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y PLEASE/ 
f PET, PLEASE! A 
TELEVISION BRINGS I 
ENOUGH VIOLENCE J 
, INTO THE HOME J 

7 Asms — TT 


YOU'RE RIGHT— IT SHOULD 
BE OUT ON THE STREET, r- 
WHERE n BELONGS— J 


“I got too close to your dirty 
sneakers. Then suddenly I was in 
this tunnel with a very bright light...’ 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
Jouronfinaiy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLES WORD GAME 
• by KMrt Arnold and MfceArgMee 

„ In sbe months I 


f IT'S A SIMPLE THING 
IjL TO FIX/ LET’S PUT 
A NEW WASHER. 
IN THE FAUCET/ 






there's a uttledrip^ 

IN THE SINK/ A BIG ONb 

NEXTTDHIMf 
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HAGUL 


TOOFA 


RICCAT 


HAPNOR 


Answer here: A 




WHAT CAN 
PE FC3UNP M 
A ^AUNA. 

<■■■■ i 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


{Answer* tomorrow} 

Jumbles: NEWLY SMOKY CRAVAT GUITAR 
Answer: What they became when the fcwects 
attacked — THE SWAT TEAM 


thought Israeli tourists might 
be able to visit Syria, Mr. 
Abu Shamat said a psycholo- 
gical barrier remained. 

“You can’t change con- 
cepts overnight. Every family 
in Syria has someone who 
died in war. It will take a 
certain amount of time, if 
peace comes about," be said. 

“When there’s a compre- 
hensive and just peace, and 
that requires full withdrawal 
from the occupied land in the 
Golan and South Lebanon. ... 
that will mean the end of the 
state of war, which affects the 
tourist industry negatively,” 
he said. 

“The tourist industry 
flourishes through security. 


stability and peace. Then it 
can bring in more revenue,” 
he added. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment, in response to com- 
plaints that Syria did not have 
enough medium hotels, had 
started to shift away from 
luxury tourism by giving the 
private sector tax and cus- 
toms incentives to invest in 
smallers projects.. 

One of the biggest tourist 
projects on the drawing 
beared is a 15,000-bed com- 
plex at Shati A1 Snoubar on 
the Mediterranean coast, ex- 
pected to cost $400 million, 
be said. The government has 
started budding the infras- 
tructure. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The Libra New Moon offers limited 
opportunities and possibilities to handle serious responsibilities even 
though you feel (bat you would rather be enjoying yourself in 
recreation with dose friend. 

ARIES: (March 21 go April 19) Discuss your ambitions with 
higher-ups and gain the support they can give you and also cooperate 
with their aims toward success. ^ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have new aims in mind which 
need more study before you can reach them successfully. Garner all 
necessary data for a new endeavour. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Keep any promises you have made 
meticulously and avoid trouble later on. Get routine tasks completed 
in an efficient manner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Show some practical 
thought for partners who are loyal and you appreciate being allied 
with them for some important assignments. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get right down to the tasks ahead of 
you and don’t quibble or make changes. Persevere to gain the 
respect of fellow associates. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Your talents should be put on 
a more practical baas so that there can be a market for them. Be 
careful driving to prevent problems. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Be more practical and please 
your kin. If you do any entertaining, make sure to bfc with people 
who can be hepful to you in the future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You have a penchant for 
nearness and order and this is a fine day to exercise it. State your 
aims to good friends who will appreciate them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This is a good day 
to add value to your property by some repairs and slight modem 
changes. Get your accounts in order. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get into personal 
affairs which can bring you more of the things you want. Do 
something to impress your friends and loved ones. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Make a plan along more 
worldly and practical lines and you can have the added security you 
desire. Show devotion to your mate. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Show more friendship for 
dynamic friends and they can be of asistance to you. Take part in 
that group affairs which you are interested in. 

Birthstone of October. Saphhire — Lapis LazuHi 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Party noth 
5 Spoedcout 
IQ Light ray 

14 Chfis and lever 
malady 

15 Wn 

16 Alarcon 

17 Old sad song 

20 Yate student 

21 "GarerirtMtw 

22 Narrow 
waterway 

23 Force downward 

25 ■ of the 

Ftea- 

27 Pindaric 

28 Wise 

31 Catch-aiL sort ot 

34 Like doth 

35 Sactricaf Mrm 
37 Oorrion Parks 

opus 

41 SUe or hakrtit 

42 Old saw 
*3 Diving duck 
44 Undecided 

issues 

46 Exda ma Mn 

48 Bakeiy Items 

49 USA word 
53 Kegler's term 

56 Rlpener 

57 Negative prefix 

58 Statical trees 

62-iSmel ‘ 

63 Misstep 

64 Salami sifipGer 

65 Edges 

66 Does some 
bragging 

67 GaeBc 

DOWN 

1 Handled chensay 

2 UjW on one’s 
leaf 

3 Btoomot 
Holland 

4 Conger or 
- lan^jrey 

5 NOISOVidh . 
J u d gm ent 

6 Urban areas 

7 Even 

8 MraWtantoofc 
suff. 



eitWTltmlkWtMWK 


9 Corded fabric 

10 Fair-haired 

11 Nobleman 

12 Hi^ipoirt 

13 Convene 

18 Was in dab! 

19 Discharge 

24 Parker House, 
lor one 

25 Cast 

26 Sign in a store 
window 

28 Lieder 

29 Standard 

30-01 I 

Sing' 

31 Ust extender 
afabr. 

32- "a alL 

tofts’ 

33 Flying prefix 

34 EnMde 

36 Secluded amal 
Street 

38 LessrfiScuit 

39 Together, 
mubealy 

40Rtier 


Puzzia solved: 


□(?□□□ QOU □□□□ 
□ EJDQO UQLUE 9 □□□□ 

□□□CUB naan □qub 
□□UDHBnaoa ueiud 
HE iaa tinoaaH 
□aaauu aoauu 
ddbq naan uljduq 

□□□□□□□ OOaGDQQ 
LiOLlBU QBBH GHE1Q 
QDDQD □□□□□□ 

anjaiauia aaoa ^ 
□naa aDOBOEOianD 
QK2DQ aBQQ aCfOBQ 
□GOB L1L3UG DQ[JQQ 
GL 3 EJO □□□ BUHBu 


45 Smalfish 

46 Mdwnmedan 
nobles 

47 Plant 

49 QMngotf 
igw 

50 More 
exclusive 

51 Came down 


S3 __QaWev 

53 Osatfix*^ 

54 FairySke being 

55 Genesis man 

56 Continental 
prefix 

59 Wine word 

60 Hockey name 

61 Sumner coaler 


,rlce« 


dW-f." 0 ... 1 

rT^rrTi' _ _ 


\‘ r - 

j lur.-?*- _ 

SuJ ot 


fT-L. 


| [vet'-*' ‘ 1 


m « ii.T** 


J ImJs* 

I ~~ 


Sfc-r— ■ •• 


(TV . .... 

* ... 
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UJ. Dollar In International Markets 


formic? 

Hew v L -ib 
Clo w 

30/9. 44 

Tokyo 

Clo 1C 

IWr Si 10 - 94 

Storting Ponod 

1.3S00 

1.5770 

Pnhchr Mark 

1 . 550 I 

r.5557 

Smks franc 

I.2 & 59 

1.2930 

Krcnt-ll franc 

3.2923 

5.51 70»« 

Japanese Yen 

99 . It 

99.54 

European 1‘umnv l‘nh 

1. C32i 

1.22 W 


Datej 3-r0.-|9«4 


I'lirreorj 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 

A MTHS 

12 MTHS 

ILS- Dollar 

4.75 

5.3; 

5.50 

5.75 

Sterling Pound 

5.14 

5.54 

p.25 

7.06 

Deutsche Mark 

4. 6S 

4.S7 

5.00 

5.43 

Swba franc 

3. So 

3.93 

4. 12 

4.50 

French franc 

5.25 

5.40 

5.p4 

6.09 

Japaam Yen 

2.06 

2.12 

2.25 

C.50 

European L'urmrv t nit 

5.43 

5.4; 

6.00 

6.6; 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date: 3 'lO’IWJ 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Potior 

0.6960 

0.7000 

Strrtmg Pound 

7.0992 

7. /047 

Dcnuchc Mark 

0.4446 

0.4506 

Swiss Franc 

0.5394 

0.54SI 

French Franc 

0.7375 

0.7322 

Japanese Yen 

0.o999 

0.7034 

Patch Guilder 

0.4005 

0.4025 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lin ' 

0.0447 

0.0449 

Belgian Franc 



rtr hm 



Other CnRudcs 

Dm: 3/ 10/ 1994 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.6350 

1.4550 

Lebanese Lin 

0.0470 

fl.0427 

Saudi Rival 

0.76>7 

0./S75 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.5750 

2 .3490 

Qatari Rival 

0.7905 

0. 7926 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2750 

Omani Riyal 

7.7930 

7.4790 

UAE Dirham 

0. 7495 

0.7905 

Greek Drachma 

0.27S5 

0.5750 

Cypriot Pound 

7.5960 

7.5050 


Plague seen denting Indian exports, tourism 


BOMBAY fR) — India’s kil- 
ler plague is likely to dent 
exports and tourism while 
dealing a psychological blow 
to the country’s improved in- 
ternational standing follow- 
ing economic reforms, 
analysts said Monday. 

Commodity exports to the 
Gulf countries have been put 
on hold, while India’s lucra- 
tive diamond industry, cen- 
tred on the western city of 
Surat, where the pneumonic 
plague erupted, could take 
weeks to recover, business- 
men say. 

Worst hit will be the coun- 
try's tourism industry, which 
was aiming for a record 2.2 
million visitors this year. 

With almost 500 cases of 
suspected plague reported in 
the Indian capita] New Delhi, 
foreign tour groups have be- 
gun cancelling trips and hotel 


occupancy has fallen. Several 
foreign airlines have halted 
flights ro India. 

The industry is likely to be 
haunted for months by TV 
images of residents wearing 
masks to prevent breathing in 
plague germs. 

“We have been inundated 
with cancellations for Octo- 
ber, so we are now trying to 
salvage November," said 
Subhash Goyal, president of 
the Indian association of 
Tour Operators. 

October is the start of the 
winter tourism season in In- 
dia, and some tourism indus- 
try officials believe the coun- 
try could see as many as 
60,000 potential visitors can- 
celling trips in the remainder 
of 1994. 

“The impact is not being 
realised much now as normal- 
ly our hotels are booked in 


advance. But the last-minute 
cancellations will have an 
effect later in our hotel busi- 
ness," said Feroze Vevaina. 
deputy chairman of ITC Ltd., 
the cigarette and hotels giant 
of India. ITC, in a tie-up with 
the Sheraton Group, runs 
four luxury hotels in the 
country. 

The Indian government is 
emphasising that the plague, 
which broke out on Sept. 22. 
is under control and that it 
can be treated with antibio- 
tics. 

But businessmen are start- 
ing to realise the pyschologic- 
al impact could linger, de- 
spite India's improved invest- 
ment climate following three 
years of economic reform. 

Textile exporters said that 
several buyers from South 
Korea and Europe had either 
cancelled or cut short their 


visits. October and Novem- 
ber is the time when many 
orders for next summer are 
finalised. 

“I’ve got an export con- 
signment of yarn ready for 
the Gulf, but can't get a ship 
to go there.” said Sushil Gup- 
ta, a textile exporter. “So I 
can’t pay the Indian manufac- 
turer.” 

Indian exports which post- 
ed 20 per cent growth last 
year have already begun 
slowing, and the plague can 
only reinforce the down- 
trend, analysts said. 

India's cumulative trade 
deficit for the April-August 
period of the current 1994/95 
(April-March) fiscal year was 
$798.53 million, up from 
$254.61 million in the same 
period last year, according to 
the commerce ministry. 

Some European buyers of 


Indian peanuts have asked 
Indian exporters to postpone 
supplies. India exports over 
30,000 tonnes of peanuts to 
Europe every year. Exports 
to the Middle East of fruit, 
vegetables and meat have 
been halted. 

More worrying, the plague 
— if it lingers — could affect 
India’s shipping industry, 
with nations across the world 
insisting on fumigation of In- 
dian ships before they can 
enter their ports, industry 
officials say. 

“What is a matter of con- 
cern is that the plague prob- 
lem will affect the country’s 
crude oil imports,” Indian 
National Shipowners' Asso- 
ciation President R..L. Pai 
told reporters. 

Some Arab countries have 
shut their ports to ships to 
and from India. 


The Indian government 
has launched a concerted 
campaign to reassure the 
world that the plague is under 
control, and to persuade air- 
lines to resume flights. Offi- 
cials say it will have no long- 
term impact on economic 
growth. 

“I guess the plague has 
been built up a little too 
much. It is affecting our im- 
age but it is a temporary 
phase,” said Russi Mody, a 
leading businessmen who is 
chairman of Mobar Trading 

“I was in Europe last week 
and people are worried, but 
are confident of India’s fight- 
ing instincts. People believe 
that India will survive. I real- 
ly don’t believe it should 
affect India in the long run,” 
Mr. Mody said. 


JkMXU’kN 7XNAMCIAI. MARKBX 

BOUSING BAH1C CENTER AMMAN - SKWSISANI 

TELEPHONE: 666170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PHICE L 1ST TOR HDNDAX 03/10/1994 

COMP AMY’S MAKE TRADED PHEV. OPENING CLOSING 

VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 

JD PRICE 

ARAB BARK 

21,960 

182 . 500 

1B3.000 

183 

000 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

69,144 

3.910 

3.950 


980 

BANK OP JORDAN 

93B 

4.020 

4.040 


040 

PUDDLE EAST INVESTMENT RANK. 

4, DJI 

1.940 

1.920 


920 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

5,722 

2.990 

2.990 


□OO 

THE BOOSING HARK 

17,873 

5.200 

5.250 


350 

JORDAN BDKUI RANK 

16.988 

2-850 

2.870 


870 

JORDAN GULF BASK 

3.060 

1.700 

1.710 


700 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

*5.891 

3.650 

3.650 


710 

BUSINESS BANK 

11,400 

3.650 

3.aou 

3.800 

JORDAN INVESTMENT C FINANCE BANK 

26.400 

8.800 

6.800 

8 

800 

KBIT ELHAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

B03 

3.200 

3.210 

3 

210 

AMMAN BASK FOR INVESTMENT 

121,923 

1.640 

1.650 

1 

650 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

22,562 

1.880 

1.910 

1 

B90 

UNITED INSURANCE 

14,850 

3.050 

3.000 

3 

000 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

B.94B 

2.550 

2.560 

2 

560 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

16,005 

1.680 

1.660 

1 

6BO 

ARAB UnERMATIDMAL HOTELS 

69,292 

5.250 

5.350 

5 

480 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

40,072 

3.520 

3.600 

3 

530 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

2,224 

2.700 

2.710 

2 

7l0 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

7,268 

0. 900 

0.980 

0 

990 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

2,464 

1.180 

1.150 

1 

140 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

540,469 

2.570 

2.580 

2 

640 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 

5,400 

3.700 

3.730 

3 

710 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

27.087 

2.740 

2.760 

2 

780 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF I NAP I 

6.025 

9.550 

9.550 

9 

560 

JORDAN TANNING. 

2,813 

7.450 

7.500 

7 

500 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 

5,787 

5.120 

5.180 

5 

240 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

208,846 

6. 860 

6.950 

7 

200 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

15.328 

6.350 

6.4UU 

6 

500 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

B.257 

3.050 

3.050 

3 

020 

SPINNING E WEAVING 

i,uao 

2.650 

2.700 

2 

700 

RAF1A INDUSTRIES 

2.740 

2.740 

2.740 

2 

740 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

36.696 

16.100 

16.400 

16 

300 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ INEBNATIONAL TRADE 

78,808 

1.000 

1.000 

1 

010 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDQETHI 

3,055 

7.200 

7.200 

7 

200 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

52,656 

X. 450 

1.470 

1 

450 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTHI 

207 

4.120 

4.130 

4 

130 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

5,718 

2.730 

2.730 

2 

730 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

1.07B 

5.390 

5-390 

5 

390 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

6,225 

1.600 

1.610 

1 

600 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ KATCH/J1HCO 

23,260 

0.B40 

0.830 

.0 

B30 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 

3,406 

5. 850 

5.800 

5 

750 

JORDAN SULPBO-fmwT <■»>-«: 

1,763 

3.350 

2.350 

2 

350 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHAKH. £ CHEMICALS 

3,346 

3.010 

3.050 

J 

040 

KAHTHEK INVESTMENT 

28,947 

2.090 

2.090 

2 

090 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

9,662 

4.360 

4.400 

4 

380 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

70,160 

2.790 

2.B20 

2. 

830 

GRAND TOTAL 

1,683,833 





Lebanon unveils 10- year reconstruction plan 


BEIRUT (R) — Prime 
Minister Rafik A1 Hariri un- 
veiled details of his $11 bil- 
lion plan to turn Lebanon 
into a competitive, modem 
country in the next 10 years 
and sent it to parliament for 
approval. 

Mr. Hariri’s “plan 2000”. 
comprising 18 "programme 
laws" for different areas of 
postwar reconstruction, was 
18 months in preparation by 
the government and its Coun- 
cil for Development and Re- 


construction. . 

The 18 laws were included 
as annexes in the 1995 budget 
bill which parliament must 
approve by the end of Janu- 
ary. 

Mr. Hariri told reporters 
after a Sunday night cabiner 
meeting which gave the plan 
final government approval 
that he hoped it would attract 
a full and fair debate in the 
country on national priori- 
ties. 

“This plan is not the gov- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies 

and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreig n Exchange and 

bulfion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3458/68 

Canadian dollar 


1.5575/85 

Deutschemarks 


1.7440/50 

Dutch guilders 


1.2940/50 

Swiss francs 


32.01705 

Belgian francs 


5.3125/75 

French francs 


1565.6/7.1 

Italian lire 


99.64/74 

Japanese yen 


7.4959/59 

Swedish crowns 


6.8110/60 

Norwegian crowns 


6.1054/04 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

SI -5748/58 


One ounce of gold 

$392.75/393.25 



ernment’s property. The en- 
tire Lebanese people must 
take responsibility for it,” he 
said. 

The 18.9 trillion Lebanese 
liras ($11.38 billixon > plan is 
intended to go beyond repair- 
ing the damage Lebanon suf- 
fered in the 1975-90 civil war 
and to build facilities and 
services compatible with a 
vigorous, competitive upper 
middle income country. 

The main items are de- 
velopment of education, re- 
pair and construction of edu- 
cational institutions and hos- 
pitals, water projects, irriga- 
tion and sewage, electricity 
and road- building. 

Projects also include de- 
velopment of public trans- 
port, pons, oil refineries, en- 
vironmental projects, solid 
waste disposal and construc- 
tion of public buildings. 

Mr. Hariri, a 50-year-old 
construction billionaire who 
made his fortune in Saudi 
Arabia, said nearly 30 per 
cent of the plan was dedi- 
cated to social needs — hous- 
ing. education, health and 
social welfare. 

The plan was first pre- 
sented to the cabinet in 
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(kin fta ■ 2 BR 
2.4th CMe pound arm - 2 BR 
X Mk AJ Baud: 300 MU' • J BR 


I Ftac 300 kjjyi - 3 BR 
n OatMl *1 Rasnu 


fcla L»i 

Futy vacant txiASng ctrea of Bun. Each 
opt 3 BR 

3 bwvaofls. To Os ranted for t>g company, 
onr, 


For More Information Call : 

Abdoun Real Estate 
810520 - 810609 - 810605 


| JAMAL TRADING & 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 

Teh 

688816-681113 


i 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop- your, colour film at 
our shop and: get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
30% larger 

• From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 era 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


A SECURE 

FLATOT EL,| 
Sweifiyeh 



Flat.O.Tel 
'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY, 


^ Cafe” 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 



KDKBSm 

mm 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
jtonday.J|rinks NjghtLong 

w SgnEgg® 

A Menu of Delidous Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeteanl 



863944 


La Vita Lounge 

1 2.00 pin v Late 


Anini-lll - lir'l 
opposite IK \0 .EM 15 ASSY 

... TIX.: 654205 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol Barteque for 
Lupcti Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3 JO p.m. 
6-30 - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned Hall / 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
inJordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman. near 
Ahlryyah Girls School 

Tetem wwy hi wbHiWb 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — MidoigHt 

Tel. 638968 


SZECHWAN BARRENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skffied Chinese Chafe 

j Opa 1130-330 A (dtt-Kttegbi 

Takm away Is avaflaMe 

Star Al-Arab Strati 
Um Uthatwh Commerce! Centre 

TeL: 861174 

.face lasted Always Loved 


To Suit All 
Budgets 


I. Cbrtetiltante 
I ■sssfe 1^829 8 82*-- 
Fax. 829883 


Fl LL SERVICE MAINTENANCE TEAM 

Offerin'? the following servicci 


Appliance Care & Repair. 
Automobile Care, 

( at your home, or in our shops I 
24 HOCK EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Home Improvement & Construction. 

24 HOUR PLUMBING 
EMERGENCY SERVICE 
UNWANTED JUNK HAULED 
WINTER SrECTAL with thfc 
wc will clean senke and start up your 
central healing also sen ire and 

tian te wtira'rtwJiiiwiinitiir bJDs 


ALL WOKK UNCONDITIONALLY 
GUARANTEED, CALL TODAY; 

9 AMTO 6 PM 681113 
6 PM TO 8 AM 605SOS . 




' ■ BOSINESS LUHCH 

BETWEEN 1-4 P.M. 


March 1993, six months after 
Mr. Hariri took office with a 
mandate to rebuild Lebanon, 
but has since undergone 
many changes. 

Spending on the plan in 
1995 is included in the 5.5 
trillion poudns ($3.3 billion) 
1995 budget bill. 

Mr. Hariri gave no further 
detials on financing, but 
Beirut newspapers said about 
15 per cent the cost will be 
raised on the Eurobond mar- 
ket and the rest through 
ordinary borrowing, domes- 
tic revenues and returns from 
productive projects. 

Lebanon scored a major 
success last week with its first 
Eurobond issue. It attracted 
overwhelming market in- 
terest and was floated at $400 
million after being set at a 
minimum $150 million. 

The $400 million is ear- 
marked for construction of a 
Beirut ring road, infrastruc- 
ture improvements in poor 
Beirut suburbs, and rebuild- 
ing shattered villages so that 
civil war refugees can return 
home. 

Meanwhile, seventy-four 
international companies have 
applied to pre-qualify for a 
$50 million contract to res- 
tore Casino du Liban, the 
Middle East's foremost 
gambling and entertainment 
centre, the company said 
Monday. 

The Compagnie du Casino 
du Liban, licensed by the 
government to reopen the 
complex and operate ir for 30 
years, gave firms until Sept. 
28 to submit pre-qualification 
bids. 

Kuwait 
eases 
property 
curbs for 
Gulf Arabs 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
loosened curbs on property 
ownership for nationals of its 
Arab Gulf allies, an official 
said Monday. 

The emirate has doubled 
the bousing space that 
nationals of Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states 
may own and for the first 
time extended their own- 
ership rights to commercial 
property, the justice ministry 
official said by telephone. 

“GCC nationals are now 
entitled to own two residen- 
tial buildings, each with a 
maximum total floor space of 
3,000 square metres." the 
official said. 

“They also can own ware- 
houses and commercial prop- 
erty suitable for the size of 
their Kuwait-based 
businesses,” the official, who 
did not wish to be identified, 
told Reuters. 

Citizens of the GCC states 
of SEaudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait. 
Qatar, Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman may also own 
businesses in Kuwait. 

But they have hitherto 
been allowed to own proper- 
ty only for housing purposes, 
with the limit set at one build- 
ing with a maximum floor 
space of 3,000 square metres. 

Non-GCC citizens may not 
own property or businesses. 

Kuwait is trying to streng- 
then economic links with fel- 
low GCC members to boost 
the grouping's political cohe- 
sion and give the oil- 
dependent states mroe clout 
in international trade nego- 
tiations. 

Kuwaitis say few GCC 
nationals own property in the 
emirate, which is in the midst 
of economic downturn and 

has one of the world's most 
expensive property markets. 

A 500 square metre plot in 
a well-to-do area of Kuwait 
City costs upwards of 200,000 
dinars ($670,000). 
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NFapan wins first gold of Asian Games 


*"4 

\ j. -HIROSHIMA. Japan (AP) 
— China's three smallest 
women weightlifters started 
their nation on its way to 
another big gold haul by 
smashing world records Mon- 
and its swimmers fol- 
jt lowed up by winning three of 
four races. 

-fcvc-. Host Japan swept the first 
•: four gold medals in its native 
■*j;i sport of karate and won one 
swimming race and the 
^ w ^-eguestrian team dressage 
event. 

* ? uC the Japanese still en- 
ded the first full day of com- 
.^.‘petition trailing China eight 
six in gold medals. The 

■ .-Chinese won the men's gym- 

5 nasdc team event — ahead of 
. j. South Korea and Japan. And 
_ ^China’s Dong Zbaozhi tipped 
'..fT.the balance by defeating 
Japan's Yoshihide Nagano in 
- :.:the men's foil fencing final. 

■ In total medals, China and 
Japan were tied with 12 each. 

. • Indonesia had six — three 
.. . silvers and three bronzes. 

Over the two weeks of 
.^competition among nearly 
•‘3,000 athletes, China was ex- 
pected to win the overall 
medals race for the fourth 
consecutive games, and the 
I '.big battle was between Japan 
.-and South Korea for second. 

■ . The South Koreans had 
just two silvers and two 

. i:: jbronzes on Monday, howev- 

Attention focused on the 
.-.j. swimming pool after China’s 
:- r ;>vomen won 12 of 16 events 
— ,;4ast month in the world cham- 
.ipionships in Rome. 

.,-5, But it was newcomer Shan . 
. -;i Ying who stole the spotlight, 
•^winning the women’s 100- 
i;: -metre freestyle in the third 


best time ever and edging 
Chinese teammate Lu Bin, 
the silver medallist in Rome. 
Shan finished in 54.40 
seconds, a games record, and 
Lu in 54.42. World record 
holder Le Jingyi sat out this 
race, but is to compete in 
Saturday’s 50 freestyle. 

China’s other winners were 
veteran Un Li, ahead of 
world champion teammate 
Dai Guohong. in the 
women’s 400-metres indi- 
vidual medley, and Xiong 
Guoming, who beat two 
Japanese in the men’s 200 
freestyle. 

For Japan, Akira Hayashi 
beat two Chinese in the 
men's 100 breaststroke. 

Lin finished in 4 minutes. 
40.47 seconds, with Dai 
second in 4:45.64 and Japan's 
Hitomi Maehara third in 
4:46.42. 

Xiong lowered the games 
men’s 200 freestyle record to 
1:50.95, finishing just ahead 
of Japan’s Taihei Maeda, 
who was timed in 1:51.08. 

Hayashi also set a games 
record. 1:02.04, with China's 
Wang Yiwu second in '.1:03.42. 
: China’s Chen Jianhong. 
who held the old record of 
1:02.60, took the bronze in 
1:03.94. 

In the women's 46- 
kilogramme weightlifting di- 
vision. China's Guan Hong 
hoisted a total of 182.5 kilog- 
. rammes (401.5 pounds), well 
better than the world mark of 
165 (363 pounds) set by Chi- 
na’s Luo Hongwei last De- 
cember in China. 

Sanga Wangkiree of Thai- 
land won the silver medal 
with 177.5 (390.5 pounds), 
and India's Mameirakpam 


Kunjarani won bronze with 
172-5 (379-5 pounds). 

World champion Liu 
Xiufaua broke her own record 
of 1S7.S (412.5 pounds) with 
a total of 197.5 (434.5 
pounds; ' Indonesia’s Btnti 
Wasiman Supeni followed 
with ISO (396 pounds) and 
South Korea's Choi Myung-Shik 
was third with 177.5 
(390.5 pounds). 

Zhang Juhua lifted a total 
of 202-5 (445.5 pounds) in the* 
54- kilogramme competition, 
beating the record of 200 (440 
pounds) set by teammate 
Chen Xiaoming, who has 
moved up to a higher weight 
division. Kamam Malleswari 
of India/was the silver medal- 
list with 195 (435.6 pounds). 
Indonesia's Farmawati took 
the bronze with 182.5 (401.5 
pounds). 

The Chinese were 
favoured to sweep all nine 
women’s weightlifting- golds 
in these games. 

Japan, meanwhile, was ex- 
pected to take all 11 golds in 
karate, a fighting an making 
its debut in the games, where 
it joins Korea’s taekwondo, 
China's Wushii and the 
Olympic spon of judo, also a 
Japanese creation. 

Japan's Hisami Yokovama 
shadow-boxed her way to 
these games’ very first gold 
medal, winning in the kata 
competition, in which the 
athletes perform against an 
imaginary opponent. Five 
judges rate them on their 
technique in attacking, de- 
fending and counterattack- 
ing. 

“I’m overwhelmed to have 
won the first medal of the 
games.” said the 29-year-old 


New sex row at Asian Games 


HIROSHIMA, .Japan. (R) 
— A sexually suggestive 
booklet was handed oat at 
official Asian Gaines sites 
here on the weekend promot- 
ing nightclubs, including one 
where women wear wedding 
dresses, and gay pubs. 

Games organisers are 
already embroiled in a sex 
row over their decision to 
only issue “condoms on de- 
mand** to athletes and the 
booklet is likely to set off a 
new furore. 

The booklet, called 
“Hiroshima Night Walker,” 
Included a message from 
Toshihiko Masui, the accom- 
modation chief of the Asian 
Games. 

The 42-page guide to the 
steamy side of nightlife in this 
western dty which boasts one 


of Japan’s most powerful 
Yakuza gangs, has a cover 
photo showing a woman 
wearing only a man’s jacket 
and holding a bottle of alco- 
hol. 

It recommends 60 night- 
dubs, Karaoke Bars and gay 
pnbs with names like 
“Fairy”. “Marlene” and 
“Fuzz.” 

Photos show women in 
different poses wearing ev- 
erything from wedding dres- 
ses to kimonos to cheerlead- 
ing outfits. 

"There are 30 beautiful girls 
here,” one advertisement said. 

Gay bar advertisements 
show young men with their 
shirts open and one establish- 
ment boasts an owner who is 
a former volleyball player 
who is 190 cm (six feet three 


GOREN BRIDGE 


inches) talL 

Entrance prices range from 
2,000 yen to 16,000 yen ($20 
to $160) with the sky the limit 
for other services. 

“We hope we can put this 
‘Hir oshima Night Walker’ to 
practical use together with a 
tourist guide as well as res- 
taurant guides in order to 
know Hiroshima,” games 
accommodation chief Masui 
wrote. 

Although condoms have- 
been handed out freely at 
recent major sports events as 
an anti-AIDS measures, 
organisers here require 
athletes to pick them up at 
the athletes' medical centre. 

Athletes can only recrive 
three condoms each time 
they ask. . 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
1TAMNAH HKSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — At South, "v ulner a b le, you 


■n: 1 46 TAQJ 0AJ984 4A1097 
4? ’The bidding has proceeded: 

- . Sooth West North East 
■ I v 1 * Pam 3 *• 

i- 

* — Preemptive 

What action do you take? 

_ A-— The auction has climbed to an 
" uncomfortably high level, but part- 
7*1 jner doesn't need much to give you 
r - j , play for game. The problem is that 
. . you on b have three hearts. Never- 

" T ' theless. we would double — since 
. - partner hasn't bid. that's for take- 
jf ;■ out —and take our chances despite 
the fact we could be headed for a 
“ catastrophe. 

?! f"Q-2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KJ10976 ?K 0-AQB 4Q95 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
- -1 * Pam 2 4 Pam 

What do you bid now? 

A. — While the dub St has im- 
proved your hand, you cant be sure 
the king of hearts is a working val- 
ue. It's a choice between three dubs 
and two spades and the sixth spade 
tilts us to the latter. Bid two spades. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 


you hold: 

*A4 TA6 >93 4KQJ9752 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A. — Suppose you were to bid two 
clubs ana partner rebids two hearts. 
Without telling a whopping He 
about your distribution, you have 
no good rebid! To ovoid that prob- 
lem. jump to three dubs — your suit 
is self-sustaining. Then you can 
simply rebid clubs to convey the 
picture of a powerful one-suited 
• hood. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
■you bold: 

4AEI09 TJ 0AKJ1083 472 
-Your right-hand opponent opens 

the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

A. — Normally, we don't recom- 
mend a takeout double on a two- 
suited hand. Here, however, any 
other choice runs the risk of losing a 
possible spade fit. The hand has 
enough playing strength to doable 
and co r rect any number of dubs 
partner may bid to diamonds. 

Q-5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4EJ97 TKQ1086 04 4A96 
The bidding has proceeded: 


South West North East 

1 ? Pam 2 •> Pam 

2 T Pam 2 * Pam 

n 

What do you bid now? 

A. — We would jump to four spades 
if partner’s bid guaranteed a four- 
card suit However, there are hands 
where partner might have to bid a 
three-card fragment, so the more 
prudent course is to raise only to 
three spades. Naturally, a raise of 
responder’s second suit after a two- 
over-one response is forcing and 
confirms four-card support. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bokfc .___ 

4K10 C5 0A98662 4J982 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wert 

1 Pam 1 NT Pam 

3 4 Pam ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — This is a similar case to the 
previous problem. There are times 
when partner might jump ahift in a 
three-card bolding, so you should 
avoid raising with poor four-card 
support if there is an alternative. 
Instead of bidding four dubs, bid 
thnw» itiammwta That atill leaves 
three no trump open as a possible 
contract. 


JOB REQUIRED - FEMALE SECRETARY 


AL - BAYADEQ 

INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO. LTD. 

IS SEEKING AN ENERGETIC SELF MOTIVATED FEMALE 
SECRETARY WITH : 

* GOOD EXPERIENCE IN ALL SECRETARIAL DUTIES. 

* GOOD COMMAND OF COMPUTER TYPING. 

* OFFICE LOCATION : AMMAN - ABDOON. 

* WORKING HOURS: 08.00 TO 13.00 AM- 15.30 TO 17.30 PM 

* OFFER : J.D. 150 / MONTH. 

PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION WITH RECENT PHOTO 
TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS : 

[bit.] AL - BAYADEQ INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO. LTD. 

P. 0. BOX : 5644 AMMAN 1 1183 JORDAN 
TEL.: 829402 FAX: 829403 
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high school teacher, who be- 
gan learning karate at age 9. 

She was awarded 48.1 
points, to 46.5 for Omita 
Olga Ompi of Indonesia and 
46.1 for Chen Shu-Chen of 
Taiwan. 


In the Kunrite division, in- 
volving actual bouts- but with 
punches pulled, Hiromi 
Hasama defeated Pham 
Hong Ha of Vietnam for the 
53- kilogramme h division gold 
medal. 


Name card exchange 
adds to games row ; 


HIROSHIMA (R) — 
Taiwanese Vice Premier Hsu 
Li-Teh, defying pressure 
from China, made a round of 
Asian Games cocktail parties. 
Monday adding fuel to a row' 
over his presence at the 
event. 

Taiwan currently has no 
forma] diplomatic relations 
with any 'Asian Country,' 
which is the reason Beijing 
has -protested so vehemently 
at Hsu’s presence in Hiroshi- 
ma, seeing it as setting a 
precedent for other contacts. 

Chinese official became 
particularly incensed when 
they saw Hsu exchange name 
cards Sunday night with 
Japan's Education Minister 
Kaoru Yosano during one 
party. 

China officially protested 
at the action saying it showed 
Hsu was not at the games 
only for sporting reasons but 
was involved in political con- 
tacts with Japan. 

Japan’s chief government 
spokesman, Kozo Igarashi 
told a news conference the 
meeting was unofficial. 

"Their meeting and ex- 
change of cards is solely a 
common courtesy and not a 
(political) issue,” Igarashi 
said. 

Hsu insists his attendance 
at the Asian Games is strictly 
for promoting sports and vote 
getting for Taiwan's bid for 
the 2002 Asian Games. 


“We belong to the Asian 
Games, we have the right to 
be here, we don’t wish to 
create any conflict,” Hsu 
said. “We have no reason nor 
do we have the manpower 
today to be in conflict with 
any government." 

While there is already dis- 
cussion in Taiwan about 
which dty should hold the 
2002 Asian Games, the 
chances of the event taking 
place there are slim. 

Asked if Taiwanese Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui would be 
making a trip to Japan later 
this year, Hsu said he was not 
dear on any dates or methods 
in which Lee would come to 
Japan. 

But it is unlikely Japan 
would allow any Taiwanese 
official to visit Japan after 
being caught in the present 
sporting triangle between 
Taiwan, China and itself. 

Japan desperately needs 
China’s support for its bid for 
a permanent seat in the Un- 
ited Nations Security Coun- 
cil, a vote China has already 
threatened to withdraw over 
the Hsu issue. 

Hsu leaves for Tokyo 
Wednesday for a two-day pri- 
vate visit before he returns to 
Taiwan. 

"The Japanese govern- 
ment is In a difficult situation 
and they wish to maintain 
their relationship with Chi- 
na," Hsu told Reuters. 


Illegal workers deported 
after posing as athletes 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Fifty-five Filipinos posing 
as Asian Games athletes 
were deported from Japan 
after offidals discovered the 
group wanted to slip into that 
country illegally and find 
jobs, it was reported Mon- 
day. 

The Ersatz athletes wore 
fake Philippine team uni- 
forms, simulated stickers on 
their baggage^ and carried 
forged identification cards 
when they showed up at the 
airport in Fukuok; on the 


souther.imost main Japanese 
island of Kyushu, the news- 
paper People's Tonight re 
ported. ' 

They were sent back to the 
Philippines late Sunday. 

Peoples' .Tonight quoted 
the group's leader, Jeny 
Velasco, as saying the coun- 
terfeit competitors hoped to 
slip into Japan because its 
government had waived visa 
requirements for athletes in 
the games, which opened 
Sunday in Hiroshima, also on 
Kyushu. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

bedrooms, near Commodore Hotel. 

Tel. 696611, 604759 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe well-furnished apartment, 
located in Shmeisani area, Amman, 
close to the Marriott Hotel. 

If interested please call 694770, 
Tamim Musmar 
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Photo above, Renato Augustin of the Philippines (centre) 
breaks through the Kazakhstan defence during their match 
at the Asian Games. The Philippines defeated Kazakhstan 
89-76. On right, China's Shang Ying celebrates her victory 
after taking the gold medal in the women’s 100m freestyle 
event Monday at the games. Shan won the gold with a time 
of 54.40 seconds. Compatriot Lu Bin took the silver (AFP 
photo) 
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Computer trounces gr andmas ters 
in a Boston chess tournament 


BOSTON (R) — WcHess, a 
new chess-playing computer 
programme, beat four grand- 
masters and dueled two to a 
draw Sunday to become the 
first programme to win the 
five year-old Harvard Cup 
Humans Versus Computer 
Intel Chess Challenge. 

The win showed how close 
machines have come to con-' 
sistently trouncing all but the 
best chess players, and how, 
according to WcHess author 
David Kittmger, “we’re right 
at the threshold of an era 
where, unless you’re one of 
the top five grandmasteis, 
you’re going to lose your 
match to a computer.” 

* The only solace for the six 
grandmasters playing this 
weekend was that most of the 
humans won most of the 
time, getting 24 wins, 13 loses 
and 11 draws as they faced off 
against seven programmes in 
addition to WcHess. 

“There is just something 


about this programme 
(WcHess) that is more diffi- 
cult for humans to figure 
out,” said defending human 
champion Joel Benjamin, 
who scored highest among 
the humans, winning five erf 
his eight games this weekend 
and battling to a draw three 
times.* 

Computerised chess prog- 
rammes have been gaining on' 
humans for years, propelled 
by the brute of their light- 
speed ability to compute all 
possible moves several plays 
in advance. 

WcHess, for example, can 
look eight or nine plays 
ahead to predict where its 
strengths and weaknesses will 
be, said Kittinger, who 


Whitaker wants Chavez next 


NORFOLK, VA. (AP) — 
Pemell Whitaker might be 
too good. 

‘Td like to have him fight 
three times a year, but be 
won’t take easy fights and it's 
hard to get the top guys to 
fight him,” promoter Dan 
Duva said Sunday in the 
wake of the WBC welter- 
weight champion’s convinc- . 
ing victory over James "Bud- 
dy” McGirt. 

One top guy very much on 
Whitaker’s mind is Julio 
Cesar Chavez. 

"There is really no one but 
Chavez," Whitaker, said. 

“Zero, because he’s not 
man enough,” Duva said of 
Chavez when asked about .the 
chances for a Whitakcr- 
Chavez rematch, Chavez is 
promoted by Don King. 

Their first fight did nerthing 
to damage Whitaker's repu- 
tation even though it ended 
in a draw. One of the few 
people who thought Whitak- 
er didn't win — besides the 
two judges who scored it 


even — was Chavez. 

Whitaker wants very much 
a chance ta point out to the 
Mexican his error in judge- 
ment. 

Saturday night, before 9, 
158 hometown fans, the 30- 
year-old Whitaker showed 
McGirt that when he is at the 
top of his game, even two 
hands aren’t enough for an 
opponent. 

When the left-handed Whi- 
taker won the 66.5- 
kfiogramme (147-pound) title 
from McGirt on March 6, 
1993, in New York City’s 
Madison Square Garden, 
McGirt claimed be lost be- 
cause he was a one-armed 
fighter. A week after the 
match, he had surgery to 
repair a tom rotator cuff in 
his left shoulder. 

McGirt said his left shoul- 
der and arm were fine for the 
rematch, but he threw few 
left hooks and was not effec- 
tive with his jab. The reason 
was Whitaker. 


Wanted 


Computer Science B.A. Graduate 
as Secretary & Tele Sales Officer 

excellent English excellent Typing skills 


1- Wishes to employ an experienced and 
weD versed secretary. 

- Computer Software (windows). 

2- Reasonable experience 1A data 
entry , Continuous Work . 


for the popular Chessmaster 
2000 and 3000 programmes. 

But the creators of chess 
programmes still haven't 
been able to bestow creativity 
and a finely-honed sense of 


Please call Turino - Sweifiyeh 
Tel; 363944 - Fax; 863051 


strategy that allows many 
grandmasters to consistently 
outwit the programmes. 

Benjamin, who managed' 
to play to a draw against 
WcHess here at the Compu- 
ter Museum, explained after- 
ward that when the computer 
is his opponent, “yon want to 
play a more qttiet, strategic 
game. Played properly, a 
computer can’t get a sense of 
where tiie attack is . coming 
from.” 

The computer decides on 
its next move using complex 
mathematical formulas that 
take into consideration the 
characteristics of each piece 
and its position on the board. 

WcHess is not yet on the 
market. Kittinger, in a tele- 
phone interview from his. 
home in Mobile, Alabama, 
said he is currently looking 
for a publisher and expects 
the programme to be avail- 
able to the public sometime 
next year. 


Kenya 

dominates 

cross-country 

race 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
(AP) — Benson Masya out- 
kicked William Musyolri and 
beat bis fellow Kenyan by 
two seconds Sunday to win 
the Lidingoloppet, the 
world’s biggest cross country 
race. 

Masya, coming off a suc- 
cessful two-month roadracing 
campaign in the United 
States, covered 30 kilometres 
in 1 hour, 37 minutes and 2 
seconds. 

It was 10 seconds faster 
than Masya ’s winning time in 
1992, when he also became a 
world half-maraihon cham- 
pion. He didn’t finish here 
last year, when an injury 
caused by a traffic accident 
earlier in the year spoiled 
much of his season. 

‘Tin glad I’ve managed to 
come back." Masya said. “It 
was a tough race, one of the 
most competitive I’ve had in 
cross country running.” 

Neema Taluway of Tanza- 
nia placed third in 1:37:12. 
Jimmy Muindi, another Ke- 
. nyan who was runnenip last 
year, was fourth in 1:37:26. 

The powerful Kenyans 
dominated the race with five 
runners in the top eight. Brit- 
ish marathoner Andy Green 
was the leading European, 
finishing seventh in 1:40:39! 

Teca Loroupe of Kenya! 
the 10, 000-metre champion 
at the Goodwill Games, won 
the women’s 15k race in 
53:23, one second slower 
than her winning time two 
years ago. 

Catherina McKiernan of 
Ireland, runnenip in each of 
the last three world cross 
country championships, was 
second in 53.54. 

More than 30,000 runners - 
entered the 30th edition of 

the Lidingoloppet. 


* 
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Now for the Derby as Sheikh wins Arc I Europe’s soccer champions 


PARIS (R) — Only the 
Epsom Derby now stands be- 
tween Dubai's Sheikh 
Mohammad and a virtual 
dean-sweep of the world’s 
major classic horse races. 

The sheikh inserted 
another jewel into the crown 
when Carnegie, one of his 
four runners, won Sunday's 
Prix de I’Arc de Triomphe. 

It was a third Arc success 
for trainer Andre Fabre, who 
sent out five runners, a 
second for jockey Thierry 
Jamet bat a first for the 
sheikh after 12 previous fai- 
lures. 

- The sheikh was unable to 
join the 30,000 other souls at 
Longchamp, detained at the 
last minute by affairs of state. 
The sheikh is his country’s 
defence minister. 

But he watched Carnegie's 
narrow victory on television 
as .the fast-improving colt 
held off last year’s French 
Derby winner Hernando by a 
short neck in an exciting fin- 
ish. 

Racing manager Anthony 
Stroud said: “Believe you 
me, he is absolutely delight- 
ed.” 

Since Sheikh Mohammad, 
44, entered racing in 1976 he 
has carried practically all be- 
fore him. 

Major races won include 
all the Irish classics, the En- 
glish 1,000 Guineas, Oaks 
and Sl Leger, all the French 
classics except the 1,000 
Guineas, and the Italian Der- 
by and Oaks. 

Add to that two Ascot gold 
cups, the King George VZ 



H0TE 


French jockey Thierry Jamet raises his cap on 
his mount Carnegie after w inning the Arch de 


Triomphe horse race at Longcbamp outside 
Paris Sunday (AFP photo) 


and Queen Elizabeth Di- 
amond Stakes (twice), the 
Breeders’ Cup Turf in Amer- 
ica (twice) and, over jumps, 
two Cheltenham Champion 
Hurdles, and you have prob- 
ably the major player of all 
time. 

Owner of eight studs, the 
sheikh currently has 616 
horses in training, split 
among 40 trainers in five, 
countries. 

Only ; his brothers, the 
sheikhs Hamdan A1 Mak- 
toum and Maktoum A1 Mak- 
toum have been able to rival 
the achievement. 


The EpsOm Derby is still 
eight months away but be 
sure the sheikh will be pitch- 
ing hard for what many still 
regard as the blue riband of 
the turf. 

While all is sweetness in 
Dubai, there is a gloom over 
Japan after champion jockey 
Yutaka Take failed again on 
leading English-trained hope 
White Muzzle. 

The colt missed the break 
and Take was never able to 
lie up with the pace, as in- 
structed by forthright trainer 
Peter Chapple-Hyam. 

White Muzzle, who staged 


his challenge on the wide 
outside, could only finish 
sixth after being left with too 
much ground to make up. 

The English trainer, who 
had been obliged. by the colt’s 
Japanese owner to put Take 
in the saddle, was highly cri- 
tical and hopes regular part- 
ner John Reid will be res- 
tored as soon as possible. 

Chapple-Hyam said: “I 
told him he would be better 
off in Japan.” 

Ironically, Take looked to 
have partially redeemed him- 
self two races later, passing 
the post first on another of 


Egypt’s Zamalek on course 


for a rare trophy double 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Holders Zamalek of Egypt 
kept on course for a rare 
defence of the African Cham- 
pions Cup title with a narrow 
win over AS. Sogara of 
Gabon Sunday. 

Zamalek are seeking to be- 
come only the second club 
ever to win successive cham- 


pions cups in the 30-year 
history of the tournament. 


history of the tournament. 

The 2-2 draw in their quar- 
terfinal, second leg tie in 
Libreville gave Zamalek a 3-2 
aggregate win and a place in 
the semifinals. 

The Egyptian side is hop- 
ing to become the first since 
Zaire’s TP Englebert in 1967- 


68 to win back-to-back titles. 

Zamalek were forced to 
come from two goals down 
after 35 minutes -to draw in 
Gabon. 

Ghanaian international 
Oscar Laud again got his 
name on the scoresheet. 
adding to the goal he scored 
in the first leg in Cairo last 
month when Zamalek won 
1 - 0 . 

Zamalek now meet peren- 
nial semifinalists Nkana FC 
of Zambia in the final four 
after Nkana squeezed past 
Simba of Tanzania. 

Simba won thier quarter- 
final second leg match 2-0 
but lost 4-3 on aggregate. 


Nkana will be making their 
fifth appearance in- the semi- 
finals in the last 10 years but 
have only reached the final 
once. 

In the African Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup, Togo's Agaza 
Omnisport survived an away 
onslaught to clinch a semifin- 
al berth at the expense of 
Olympic Beja of Tunisia. 

Agaza, finalists in 1983, led 
6-1 from the first leg two 
weeks ago but had to 'sweat 
for a 7-5 aggregate win, los- 
ing the second leg 4-1. 

The Fairytale run of Stade 
Tamponnaise. from the 
French-ruled Indian Ocean 
island of Reunion, ended 


with a 2-1 aggregate defeat by 
Kenya Breweries. 

A 1-1 draw on the island 
Sunday was not enough to 
secure a semifinal place at the 
first attempt. 




Baggio and Baresi 


out of Italy squad 



Roberto Baggio 


ROME (R) — Coach Arrigo 
Sacchi Sunday -omitted strik- 
er Roberto Baggio and de- 
fender Franco Baresi from 
his 18-man Italian squad to 
play Estonia in a European 
championship qualifier next 
Saturday. 

Italy's two most celebrated 
players have both been strug- 
gling with injury and the cau- 
tious Sacchi decided not to 
risk them for the Group Four 
match in Tallinn. 

World Cup hero Baggio 
returned to action for Juven- 
tus Sunday in their Serie A 
match with Inter after a four- 
week absence with a thigh 
injury. 

Italy captain Baresi missed 
AC Milan's 1-0 win over 
Brescia Sunday after suffer- 


ing a head injury in their 
European Cup Champions’ 
League win over Salzburg 
last Wednesday. 


Sacchi is looking for a huge 
improvement on last month’s 
1-1 draw with Slovenia in 
Italy's opening qualifier for 
the 1996 European Cham- 
pionship. 


The coach has called up 
uncapped Milan goalkeeper 
Sebasriano Rossi, finally re- 
warding him for superb club 
performances in the past 
year. 

He has recalled bald- 
headed Sampdoria winger 
Attilio Lombardo, omitted 
from the squad which 
reached the World Cup final 
last summer. 
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the Chapple-Hyam horses, 
Erin Bird. 

But when the gods are 
angry, they can be very 
angry. The French stewards, 
noting some bumping by 
Take, pushed Erin Bird down 
to fifth and handed his un- 
happy Japanese pilot a four- 
day ban. 

Take said of the Arc: “I 
got a disastrous start. In fact, 
he had no sort of action at all 
as we left the stalls and sud- 
denly we were near the back 
of the field. 

“He had recovered by the 
time we turned into the 
straight but there was too 
much ground to make -up.” 

As Take heads J>ack for 
Japan, spare a thought also 
for two horses who suffered 
badly at the hands, or 
hooves, of the enigmatic 
English-trained Ezzoud, who 
finished a close-up fourth. 

Millkom, darling of the 
provinces after 10 wins from 
10 races, lost bis unbeaten 
record after receiving a kick 
from Ezzoud down at the 
start. 

Then Apple Tree, who 
finished third, was hampered 
in the closing stages as 
Ezzoud mounted his chal- 
lenge near the rails. 

Rider Walter Swibum was 
handed a four-day ban, join- 
ing Take among those who 
would definitely prefer to 
forget the day. 

Meanwhile, winning colt 
Carnegie is unlikely to race 
again this season, but Fabre 
hopes he will remain in train- 
ing in 1995. 


are not yet at their peak 


LONDON (R) — It could be 
because of the demands of 
the European Champions' 
League, or just the vagaries 
of form and luck, but none of 
the teams who won last sea- 
son’s major leagues are lead- 
ing their domestic cham- 
pionships after this 
weekend's action. 

European champions AC 
Milan are fourth in Italy's 
Serie A, three points behind 
leaders Parma. Barcelona, 
beaten in last season’s Euro- 
pean Cup final by Milan, are 
ninth in spain. Bayern 
Munich are fourth in Ger- 
many, Paris St. Germain 
sixth in France and Manches- 
ter United fourth in England. 

AC Milan, chasing a fourth 
successive domestic title, re- 
turned to form with a 1-0 win 
over Brescia following last 
weekend's loss to Cre- 


Pele’s son 
earns Santos 
a draw 


monese. 

Marco Simone, who scored 
twice in Wednesday's 3-0 
Champions’ League win over 
Salzburg was on target again, 
but Milan’s next mg fixture 
may not prove to be quite so 
productive. 

The club face a UEFA 
bearig Thursday following a 
bottle-throwing incident in 
which Salzburg’s goalkeeper 
was hit on the back of the 
head. 

If UEFA find Milan guilty, 
die Italians are .likely to be 
severely punished and may 
be ordered to replay the 
match. 

Parma beat Torino 2-0 to 
stay top on goal difference 
from Roma, who beat Samp- 
dorifi 1-0. 

Spanish champions Barce- 


lona and arch-rivals Real 
Madrid were both surveying 
the wreckage of defeats, but 
the results provoked striking- 
ly different reactions from 
their respective coaches. 

For Johan Cruyff, coach of 
a Barcelona side beaten 2-1 
at Real Zaragoza and still 
failing to spark, the picture 
was all black and he blamed 
his players for lack of effort 
and concentration. 

“This is the kind of game 
we shouldn't lose even if we 
wanted to,” Cruyff stormed. 

“People seem to think they 
can play at half speed and still 
win matches. They can’t if 
you have eight scoring 
chances you have to take 
advantage of some of them." 

Real Madrid coach Jorge 
Valdano was much more 
phlegmatic about bis side’s 
1-0 defeat at Sporting Gijon, 
which knocked them off the 
top. 

“The result in no way did 
justice to the way we play- . 
ed,” Valdano said at the end 
of a game which Madrid 
dominated throughout, only 
to fall to a shock goal four 
minutes from time. 

With this style of play and 
this amount of effort, one can 
somehow excuse losing. Dur- 
ing this game I felt proud to 
be coach of this team.” 

German champions 
Bayern Munich’s uncertain 
start to the season continued 
as they fought back from a 
two-goal halftime deficit to 
draw 2-2 at Cologne. Chris- 
tian Ziege and Alexander 
Zickler scored for Munich, 
who together with Karlsruhe 
and Kaiserslautern, are one 


point behind joint-leaders 
Werder Bremen and Borus- 
sia Dortmund. : ’ 

Werder, however,- could 
move two points clear when 
they face Hamburg Thurs- 
day. ■ 

Goals from Francis IRacer 
and Brazilian midfielder Rai 
gave French champions Paris 
St. Germain a 2-1 win at 
bottom-of-the-table Caen but 
PSG stay seven points behind 
unbeaten league leaders 
Names who were involved in 
a remarkable 3-3 draw-with 
Bordeaux where the drama 
continued long after thermal 
whistle. 

Bordeaux goalkeeper 
Gaeten Huard set the ball 
rolling when he called referee 
Marcel Laine a thief for 
awarding Nantes a penalty — 
for a foul seen only by the 
match official — two minutes 
from time with the score at 
2 - 2 . 

Huard got a red card for 
his jibe but his team managed 
a last minute equaliser 
through a dazzling Christ- 
ophe Dugarry volley in the 
dying seconds. 

Afterwards in the dressing 
rooms Bordeaux President 
Alain Afflelou claimed 
Nantes' trainer Jean-Clause 
Suaudeau had called midfiel- 
der Zinedine Zidane a “dirty 
Arab" during the match. 

“It's scandalous,” he said. 
“A man supposed to be the 
best trainer in France should 
not talk that way on the team 
• bench." 

But Suaudeau angrily de- 
nied making the insult. 
“Afflelou is a disgrace,” he 
said. 


But Reunion still has one 
team left in African competi- 
tion in their first year of 
participation since being 
accepted as an associate 
member of the Confedera- 
tion of African Football 
(CAF). 

St Denis, despite a 1-0 loss 
to Tunisian club JS Kairouan 
at the weekend, won 5-4 on 
aggregate to reach the semi- 
finals of the CAF Cup. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Edinho, the goalkeeper son 
of Brazilian soccer legend 
Pele, pulled off a string of 
fine saves to earn his club 
Santos * a 1-1 draw with 
Flame ngo on his first appear- 
ance at the Maracana Sta- 
dium. 







Edinho kept the Flamengo 
attack at bay for much of the 
first half and was beaten only 
by a well-placed shot by 
Flamengo captain Nelio 
Shortly before a halftime. 

Santos had earlier taken a 
20th minute lead when cen- 
tral defender Indio scored 
with a rasping 25- metre 
drive. 
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Edinho was barely called 
on in the second half as 
Flamengo’s attacks petered 
out. 

Edinho has been a Santos 
regular since the start of the 
year but had never played 
before at the famous Rio de 
Janeiro Stadium, graced in 
the past by some of his 
father's greatest moments. 
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Real Madrid’s Hierro (right) duels with Gi- match Sunday. Sporting de Gijon defeated 
jon’s Muniz during their Spanish League Real Madrid 1-0 (AFP photo) 


Adams to captain England 


The Maracana was also 
where Pele scored his 1 ,000th 
goal in professional soccer fn 
1969. 

The game was the first for 
both teams in Group F of the 
second stage of the competi- 
tion. 


In the same group, Pal- 
meiras, who took 19 points 
out of 20 in the first stage of 
the tournament, needed a 
bizarre last-minute goal to 
beat unrated Sport Recife. A 
long-range free kick bounced 
off three sport defenders and 
into the goal with jusr 20 
seconds remaining. 


LONDON (R) — Tony 
Adams of Arsenal will cele- 
brate his birthday next week 
by captaining England for the 
first time in tire friendly inter- 
national against Romania. 

Adams, who is 28 two days 
before the match at Wembley 
Oct. 12, takes over from the 
injured David Platt. 

But one player he will not 
be leading into action against 
the World Cup quarter- 
finalists is Newcastle striker 
Andy Cole. 

Cole, who has scored 11 
gpals this season, did not get 
his expected first England 
call-up because he is not fully 


England coach Terry Ven- 
ables said after an no unring 
his 19-man squad: "When I 
spoke to Kevin Keegan (the 
Newcastle manager) about 
his players he said that Cole 
is struggling with a leg prob- 
lem. He’s not training and is 
less than 100 per cent fit. If I 
picked him, Kevin said he 
would have to withdraw 
him." 

Instead, Venables has re- 
called Newcastle's Peter 
Beardsley — the 33-year-old 
whose career he revived at 
the end of last season — after 


Paul Ince, who had to with- 
draw from last month's squad 
for the 2-0 win againsC the 
United States, is back, .while 
Dennis Wise and Neil Rud- 
dock, late additions against 
the Americans, retain their 
places. • : 


Liverpool centre-back 
Ruddock could win his first 
cap and another first cap 
could go to yet another New- 
castle "player, Robert Lee, 
the natural stand-in for Plan, 
who hurt his knee playing for 
Sampdoria last week. Lee has 
also scored 11 goals this sea- 
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rulf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of 


( v convenient onward connections to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Manila, 
- Singapore and Jakarta. Whichever class you travel, you II fly in 

. . comfort and style, enjoying our traditional hospitality. Come fly 


Wv- 


with us and discover the international smile of the Gulf. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON 653613. 


GUi|AIR 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Td.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE I 


Tel.: 6755711 Nabil & Hisham's 


Tel.: 625155 


VCabOAlMashini 


AHLAN THEATRE 


CARLlTO*S WAY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 

Friday for children. 


SPANISH ROSE 


CONCORD “1” 
SPEED 


The Care Bears 

at 11:00 a.m. 


Shows: 12:30; 3-JO, 3:00,' 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

SLEEP WALKERS 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 


Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 

Legal Evening EntHtabisieDt 

Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call tel: 618274-618275 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad In social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 

BAG” 


Presents: 

The political satire: 
Al Salam Ya Salam 
Daily at 8:30 p.m. 


Saturday & Sunday is the 

theatre’s holiday. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran needs Iraq, official says 

..TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has a strategic interest in having 
Iraq reemerge as a regional power, a senior Iranian official 
said Monday as he called for a lifting of the U.N. embargo 
against Baghdad. “For our national security and interest, 
-there is nothing more vital than a stable and prosperous 
‘ regime in Baghdad," the deputy head of parliament's 

■ foreign affairs subcommittee, Mohammad Javad Larijani. 
told Monday's Iran News. Such a government is needed to 

!“ defend the sovereignty and integrity of the country 
'against" foreign threats, he told the English-language 
; newspaper. Mr. Larijani said it was in Iraq's interest to 
have “good neighbourly" relations with the Islamic repub- 
1 Uc, adding that Tehran had “already welcomed" improving 
; ties. He railed for the lifting of the four-year U.N. embargo 

■ on Baghdad, saying the punishment imposed after Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait in August. 1990 had “lost its legitima- 
cy.” He argued that the presence of the United States in 
the Gulf was based, on the “threat posed by the President 

- Saddam Hussein to the fragile and primitive regimes in 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait." Bat Washington's “odd and 
1 ambitious” strategy in the Gulf would eventually end up 
destabilising the Gulf Arab states, Mr. Larijani predicted, 
adding that Tehran and Baghdad would be the main 
beneficiaries. 

Two more Jewish settlers arrested 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Police on Monday arrested two more 
Israelis suspected of membership in a Jewish armed 
underground that planned to wage attacks against Palesti- 
nians. The arrests brought to 14 the number of suspects 
held in the case since Sept. 2, including seven who have 
been released after questioning, Israel radio said. Most 
suspects live in the Jewish settlement Kiryat Arba next, to 
the West Bank dty of Hebron, where an extremist settler 
shot and killed at least 29 Palestinians at a Muslim shrine in 
February. The Israeli news agency Itim identified those 
detained after midnight in their homes in Kiryat Arba as 
Yisrael Ben- Aharon, 35. a French immigrant and chemist, 
and Yehiel Hetzroni, 43. an electrician and father of nine. 
Mr. Hetzroni's wife Sofia told the radio that her husband 
was roused from sleep at 1 a.m. (2300 GMT), and that she 
did not know where he was being held. Itim said Mr. 
Hetzroni once studied Talmud with Rabbi Ido Elba, 
another suspect, who lives in Hebron and is considered the 
spiritual leader of the group. The Maariv daily has reported 
that Rabbi Elba wrote an article for pupils, teaching that 
“as long as the war is not over, it is proper to kill any 
gentile, even women and children.” 

Saddam’s Shiite advisor killed 

'NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
ordered the assassination of one of his advisors for 
suspected contacts with opposition groups, the opposition 
Iraqi National Congress (INC) said Sunday. Shiite advisor 
Kanaan Mustafa Kanaan was shot dead “with his cousin 
and driver in an ambush carried out on Sept. 12 by the 
authorities" of President Saddam, the INC said in a 
statement sent to AFP. The attack on the Basra-to-Fao 
road in southern Iraq “was planned because of rumours of 
contacts with the opposition," the INC added. Kanaan 
belonged to the Tamim tribe, one of the largest and oldest 
Shiite tribes in Iraq. According to the INC. he had taken 
part in a rebellion in southern Iraq following the January- 
Februaiy 1991 Gulf war. But he was pardoned by President 
Saddam and taken on as an advisor. 

Protest in France against school veil ban 

LILLE, France (AFP) — One hundred people, including 
20 girls wearing Muslim headscarves, demonstrated in a 
high school here on Monday against a government ban on 
wearing the Islamic veil in schools. Twenty-two of the 
Faidherbe high school's girls habitually wear headscarves, 
but were told by headmaster Michel Thomas last week that 
from this Monday, be would apply a ban ordered by 
Education Minister Francois Bayrou on “ostentatious" 
religious insignia. The girls, accompanied by fellow pupils 
and parents, including mothers also wearing scarves, 
unfurled a banner in the school courtyard saying “Stop 
attacks on Islam.” A group of bearded Muslims demons- 
trated outside the school and one was arrested by police. 
The giris refused to go into class, but Mr. Thomas said be 
had not intended to lock them out, but to tty to find a 
compromise solution. 

Textile workers end strike in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Workers at a. state textile factory in 
Egypt's Nile Delta ended a strike Monday after clashes 
with police left three people dead and 40 injured there at 
the weekend, labour union officials said. The 3,000 strikers 
had been staging a sit-in since Saturday to protest the 
; non-payment of bonuses and allowances for months as well 
as -to support 2,000 colleagues who were laid off or moved 
to administrative posts. They decided to end their action 
afte the director of the Kafr A1 Dawar factory, 190 
kilometres northwest of Cairo, agreed to restore the 
payments. Labour Minister Ahmad A1 Amawi, quoted by 
the government daily A1 Ahram on Monday, said the 
decision followed negotiations Sunday between the direc- 
tor and workers’ representatives. The management also 
granted paid leave to the workers until next Saturday. 
Three people, including a nine-year-old child, were killed 
and injured in dashes between relatives of the striking 
•factory workers and security forces Sunday. Eleven police- 
'men were among the injured. 

Mubarak amnesties nearly 2,000 prisoners 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, 
marking the 21st anniversary of the 1973 Arab-Israeli war, 
:has amnestied 1,960 people imprisoned for avoiding 
; military service or committing small crimes, an official said. 
■General Nabfl Seyam, a senior interior ministry official-, 
told Monday's edition of the semi-offidal daily A1 
: Gumhuriya that the prisoners had completed one-third of 
; their sentences. Gen. Seyam said the amnesty did not apply 
to prisoners found guilty of murder, drug-trafficking 
[embezzlement, nor to Islamic militants. During the war of 
;Oct. 6. 1973. the Egyptian army crossed the Suez Canal 
; which Israel had occupied since die 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

A Iranians, Japanese arrested for armed robbery 

'TOKYO (AFP) — Police arrested four Iranians and a 
; Japanese on Monday on suspicion they robbed a security 
' van carrying 42.4 million yen ($424,000) last month in 
* eastern Japan, offidals said. The five were also detained on 
[ suspicion of being involved in other robbery cases totalling 
[ 100 billion yen, the offidals said. Guards in the van. which 
;was carrying rash from a supermarket, were held up at 
-gunpoint in Yokohama, east of Tokyo, on Sept. 14. Police 
' said they were still looking for other suspects. 

; Israelis warned not to take flights over Iran 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
; adviser issued a warning to Israelis on Monday not to take 
-flights over Iranian territory. “Israeli tourists must ensure 
■ they use airlines which do not cross through the airspace of 
hostile countries, particularly Iran,” General Igal Pressler 
said in a statement. He has asked Israeli travel agents to 
draw up itineraries to avoid Iran on trips to Asia. Israel 
considers Tehran one of its most dangerous foes and has 
regularly accused the Iranian government of being behind 
anti-Israeli attacks across the world. 


Israel allows Kiryat 
Arba flats to be rented 
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MAHATHIR ENDS VISIT: Malaysian Prime mcnistan on Monday, is seen off upon depar- 
Mmister Mahathir Mohammad, who ended a tore by Prime Minister Abdul fahm M^jatt 
four-day visit to Jordan and left for Turk- and other officials (Pera photo) 


Ekeus seeks to speed up 
Iraq weapon monitoring 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
U.N. disarmament chief Rolf 
Ekeus said on Monday he 
was aiming to speed up Iraq's 
implementation of U.N. re- 
solutions as he arrived here 
on a mission to launch long- 
term weapons monitoring. 

Mr. Ekeus is to stay in Iraq 
for three or four days before 
an expected announcement 
that surveillance systems at 
military production sites have 
been activated. 

“I am here for the purpose 
of trying to speed up the 
process of Iraqi implementa- 
tion of the resolutions and I 
will have talks with Iraqi offi- 
cials. That is the most impor- 
tant task,” he said. 

He is also due to submit a 
written report to the U.N. 
Security Council “before 
Oct. IT’ on the monitoring 
system, he added. 

Baghdad maintains it has 
complied with U.N. resolu- 
tions demanding it destroy its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and allow long-term monitor- 
ing as conditions for lifting 
sanctions imposed when it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Mr. Ekeus. who is head of 
the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) which was set up 
to disarm Iraq after the 1991 
Gulf war, said be was to 
make an assessment of the 
U.N. monitoring centre in 
Baghdad which is “now oper- 
tional.’’ 

The centre was set up to 
gather data received from 
monitoring equipment in- 
cluding cameras installed on 
Iraqi military sites. 

But Mr. Ekeus refused to 
be drawn on a proposed six- 
month probationary period 
for testing the monitoring 
system. 

Iraq’s Information Minis- 
ter Yousef Hamadi. in a re- 
cent statement, linked the 
activation of the monitoring 
plan to the lifting of the 
international sanctions. 

Several countries, includ- 
ing France, Russia and Chi- 


na, have said the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council should consider 
easing the sanctions after a 
six-month trial period. 

Baghdad says Washington 
wants to block an easing of 
the embargo and has 
threatened to stop cooperat- 
ing with UNSCOM if the 
United Nations yields to 
American “pressure." 

Mr. Ekeus said he had held 
alks on Friday in New York 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, but refused to 
discuss whether the talks 
were positive or not. 

pn the eve of Mr. Ekeus' 
visit, UNSCOM spokesman 
Tim Trevan also refused to 
lay down a timescale for test- 
ing any long-term monitoring 
system. 

He told reporters in Man- 
ama: “What is important for 
us is the criteria of the moni- 
toring and not the time. 

“Furthermore, it's up to 
the U.N. Security Council to* 
decide on the test period and 
when it should start.'' 

Mr. Ekeus denied there 
were differences of opinion in 
the council over any easing of 
the sanctions, which have 
crippled the Iraqi economy, 
saying it "is fundamentally 
united on this issue.” 

He was due to meet Iraqi 
offidals late Monday fbr talks 
on technical matters. 

U.N. inspectors have been 
eliminating Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction and ballistic 
missiles with a range of more 
than 150 kilometres since a 
U.S.-led coalition ousted 
Baghdad from Kuwait in the 
January-February 1991 Gulf 
war. 

Other U.N. conditions for 
lifting the sanctions indude 
Iraq's recognition of Kuwait's 
territorial integrity and the - 
border between the two 
countries. 

An Iraqi opposition group 
Monday urged Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller not to 
loosen U.N. trade sanctions 
on Iraq and review Ankara's 
recent efforts to improve re- 
lations with its neighbour. 


The London-based Free 
Iraqi Council said in a letter 
to Ms. Ciller, made available 
to the Associated Press: “We 
appeal to you to reconsider 
the change in the policy of 
your country towards Sad- 
dam Hussein's regime by sid- 
ing with our people through 
tightening the noose around 
it, isolating it and keeping it 
an outcast to expedite its 
fall." 

Turkey, which says that it 
has lost $20 billion because of 
the U.N. sanctions on Iraq, is 
seeking to improve relations 
with Baghdad, once a major 
trading partner, and is press- 
ing for sanctions to be re- 
laxed. 

The humanitarian aid 
programme in Iraq faces 
huge difficulties because 
donor countries have failed 
to provide enough funds, the 
U.N. aid coordinator in 
Baghdad said Monday. 

Mohammad Zejjari said 
the United Nations was plan- 
ning to request S172 million 
to hind the aid programme 
over the next six months at a 
meeting of donor countries in 
Geneva on Oct. 11. 

The programme, launched 
in February 1991 after the 
Gulf war to meet the most 
urgent needs of Iraqis, was 
“faring huge difficulties due 
to insufficient contributions,” 
Mr. Zejjari told AFP. 

Iraqis have been suffering 
chronic shortages due to the 
embargo. 

Prices of some baric foods 
have doubled in Iraq since 
the United Nations derided 
to maintain the sanctions at 
its regular two-monthly re- 
view on Sept. 14. 

The government has cut 
the individual monthly ra- 
tions of flour, rice, sugar and 
oil. 

Mr. Zejjari said the United 
Nations bad only received 
$50 million to fund the aid 
programme out of the S288 
million planned for the 
period from April 1993 to 
March 1995. 


Arafat not to run for election; 
Hamas wants strong assembly 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Palesti- 
nians want to hold elections 
on a non-party basis under 
which the winners would 
rubber-stamp Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat as 
chairman of the new author- 
ity, officials said Monday. 

Local government Minister 
Saeb Erakat will put the 
proposals with a polling date 
m November to Israel during 
negotiations in Cairo this 
week on the next stage of 
autonomy. 

Under the plan, much of 
which Israel rejects, especial- 
ly the date, Mr. Arafat will 
not stand for election but be 
returned automatically as the 
Palestinian leader by a 100- 
member council. 

Mr. Arafat will nominate 
10 members and 14 Palesti- 
nians from the diaspora to an 
executive, called the Palesti- 
nian Authority, although he 
can alter the balance as he 
feels fit. 

The council will have pow- 
er to impeach members of the 
authority, but not to overturn 
Mr. Arafat. 

_ The West Bank would be 
divided into eight electoral 
districts, including East Jeru- 
salem, and the Gaza Strip 
into three districts, with each 
represented in the autonomy 
council in proprotion to the 
number of voters within it. 

Only one round of single 
member voting will be held 
and the district breakdown 


will be as follows: Gaza will 
return 37 members, Hebron 
13, Ramallah 10, Nablus 
nine, Tulkarem nine, Jenin 
eight, Jersualem six, Beth- 
lehem six and Jericho two. 

Voters — men and women 
aged over 18 on polling day 
— would be residents of the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip or 
East Jerusalem and carry 
election cards from a census. 

An election commission 
will be formed of three 
judges and two university 
chancellors appointed by Mr. 
Arafat to supervise the bal- 
loting along with the interna- 
tional observers. 

Candidates would be aged 
over 30 yens, resident in the 
above areas and declare 
themselves 20 days before the 
vote with a $100 deposit. 
Platforms deemed racist, 
such as callmg for the trilling 
of Jews, would be banned. 

They would also be re- 
quired to declare their per- 
sonal wealth and receive 
funds for the three-week 
campaign. Candidates would 
be granted equal air time on 
Palestinian radio and televi- 
sion. 

Dr. Erakat. who drew up 
the proposals, notes that 
mosques, churches and 
schools would not be used for 
campaigning. 

Some 4,500 election offi- 
cials would oversee voting at 
1,500 polling stations. 

Israel wants to restrict the 
council to 20 members, pre- 
vent East Jerusalemites from 


standing and keep polling star 
tions out of the eastern sector 
of the city. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, called 
• Monday fbr a Palestinian par- 
liament to. have powers to 
scrap the autonomy deal with 
Israel if it is to take part in 
elections. 

As Israel and the PLO 
began negotiations on the 
elections in Cairo, a senior 
Hamas figure told AFP the 
fundamentalists wanted pow- 
ers far exceeding those 
sought by Mr. Arafat. 

“We would want more au- 
thority than the PLO can get 
'.from Israel. Can it have a 
parliament that would de- 
mand to cancel the autonomy 
agreement? That is what we 
are asking for,” said Ismail 
Haniyeh of Hamas. 

“We want a legislative 
council that would take deci- 
sions and pass laws suitable 
to the ambitions of the 
Palestinian people." 

Hamas is considering form- 
ing a separate political party 
to run in elections if certain 
conditions are met, he said. 

Open to Palestinians of 
different allegiances, and 
possibly named the Palesti- 
nian Islamic Party, it would 
not replace Hamas, which 
would continue to fight 
Israel. 

The council must meet 
Palestinian rights to "live 
freely and independently on 
all the land of Palestine,” Mr. 
Haniyeh explained. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — In a further 
easing of Israel’s settlement 
freeze in the occupied West 
Bank, the Israeli government 
■has freed more than 100 
homes in five townships for 
rental, an official said Mon- 
day. 

The move followed reports 
that some settlements in the 
occupied zone may be ex- 
panded, an action that could 
solidify Israel's negotiating 
stance in talks underway in 
Cairo about spreading 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, con- 
firmed a front-page report in 
the Haaretz daily saying that 
87 homes were being opened 
to rental in four settlements 
located between the Palesti- 
nian cities of Ramallah and 
Nablus in the West Bank.* 

Dozens more apartments 
were being rented out in 
Kiryat Arba, the Jewish set- 
tlement next to Hebron that 
has made headlines lately as 
the hometown of more than a 
dozen Israelis arrested in the 
past month of suspicion of 
forming a Jewish terror 
underground to attack 
Palestinians. The settler who 
gunned down more than 30 
Palestinian worshippers in 
Hebron in February also 
lived there. 

Some of the homes were 
constructed by the last right- 
wing government. But Prune 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
blocked residents from mov- 
ing in after imposing a settle- 
ment freeze when he was 
elected in 1992, The United 
States hinged its $10 billion in 
loan guarantees to Israel on 
freezing expansion of the set- 


tlements, seen as an impedi- 
ment to Middle East peace. 

Last week cabinet minis- 
ters said construction may be 
renewed in some Jewish set- 
tlements near the Israeli fron- 
tier. Mr. Rabin later said he 
was reconsidering after left- 
wing officials complained 
that the construction would 
violate the September 1993 
peace accord with the Palesti- 
nians. 

Some 120,000 Israelis live 
in over 130 settlements built 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has con- 
demned the building plans as' 
.a violation of last year’s 
peace deal with Israel provid- 
ing self-rule. 

Talks between Israel and 
the PLO on extending 
Palestinian self-rule beyond 
Gaza mid the West Bank 
town of Jericho began in 
Cairo on Monday. Final set- 
tlement talks are to start no 
later than May. 1996. 

Mr. Rabin’s building curbs 
in 1992 won Israel $10 billion 
in U.S. loan guarantees over a 
five-year period. The under- 
writing was denied to the 
previous government that 
pushed settlement. 

The finance ministry said 
on Saturday that Washington 
would deduct $216 million 
from its 1995 loan guarantee 
quota to Israel against money 
the Israeli government had 
invested in Jewish settle- 
ments in the past year. 

For the first time, 
Washington offset Israel's in- 
vestment in the territories 
against its spending on peace 
with the Palestinians, in the 
amount of $94 million. 



Egypt says it wants 
dialogue with Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa said 
Monday he had a useful 
meeting with his Sudanese 
counterpart at the United 
Nations and expressed hope 
relations could be improved 
through further contacts. 

Speaking on arrival from 
the U.N. General Assembly 
meeting, Mr. Musa said he 
wanted Egypt and Sudan to 
“start taking measures which 
will restore relations to their 
normal track.” 

Mr. Musa said ways to 
improve ties were the main 
topic at his meeting Wednes- 
day with Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Hussein Suleiman 
Abu Salih. The two also dis- 
cussed Halaib, the disputed 
border area causing rising 
tension,” Mr. Musa said. 

The two countries have 
been criticising each other 
through their state-controlled 
media, and Egypt ordered 
two Sudanese diplomats, to 


leave the country Saturday in 
exchange for the expulsion of 
two Egyptians from Khar- 
- toum. 

Mr. Musa said he told Mr. 
Abu Salih it was important to 
maintain good relations be- 
tween the two countries and 
Sudan’s government “bolds a 
great part of responsibility in 
this respect.” 

Relations between the two 
countries have deteriorated 
since 1991 when Sudan 
sought to lease oil rights in 
Halaib to a Canadian firm. 

Cairo also has accused 
Sudan's Islamic fundamental- 
ist government of supporting 
• radicals seeking to overthrow 
Egypt’s secular government, 
Sudan denies the charge and 
accuses Cairo of playing host 
to the Sudanese opposition. 

Egypt’s President Hosni. 
. Mubarak has pledged never 
to resort to force against - 
Sudan despite the tension be- 
tween the two countries. 


London-based group 
decries settlement plans 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Council for 
the Advancement of Arab- 
British Understanding 
(CAABU) has expressed 
concern about Israel’s lifting 
of a two-year-old freeze on 
building settlements in die 
occupied territories and rai- 
led on European govern- 
ments as well as the U.S. and 
Russia to preempt the move. 

It was the first response by 
a Europe-based Arab lob- 
bying group to tbe Israeli 
decision that effectively 
meant an expansion of Jewish 
settlements m the West Bank 
at a time when Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) are discussing 
the transition of administra- 
tive powers of the territory to 
Palestinian control. 

The London-based 
CAABU, in a statement ti- 
tled “Betrayal,” warned that 
the Israeli step threatened 
the three-year-old Middle 
East peace process and was a 
violation of the Israel-PLO 
declaration of principles 
signed in Washington on 
Sept. 13, 1993. 

The statement, a copy of 
which was sent to the Jordan 
Times, noted that when 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin announced a 
freeze on settlement of the 
occupied territories two years 
ago it was taken as 
“confidence-measure aimed 
at advancing the peace pro- 
cess.” 

“The lifting of the freeze 
... can only be seen as bet- 
rayal or, as a PLO spokes- 
man commented, a violation 
in letter and spirit of all 
Israel-PLO accords,” it said. 

Tbe Israeli freeze on settle- 
ments came after Washington 


demanded tbe move as a 
precondition for agreeing to 
an Israeli .request for $10 
billion to help bouse hun- 
dreds of thousands of Soviet 
emigrants arriving in the Jew- 
ish state. 

Under the arrangement, 
.Israel undertook not to spdld 
any of the loan guarantees, 
available at $2 bill ion every 
year, on bufidmg settlements. 
However, the loans freed 
Israeli funds used elsewhere 
to be channelled to settle- 
ments. 

As a punitive mease re for 
violating the unden Jring, 
Washington has chopped off 
$552 muliomin American aid 
to Israel in the last two years 
from the loan guarantees. 

The CAABU statement- 
said the resumption of settle- 
ment building, reports of 
which have been confirmed 
by Israeli government offi- 
cials, was a direct violation of 
the Israel-PLO autonomy 
agreement. 

"It is of the utmost import- 
ance at this very sensitive 
stage in the Palestinian tran- 
sition to self-government that 
Israel not only refrains from 
augmenting its settler pre- 
sence in the Palestinian terri- 
tories but ... seeks to reduce 
it by offering incentives to 
settlers ... to move back 
across the green line” — the 
pre-1967 borders of Israel, 
said the statement. 

“CAABU rails on the Brit- 
ish and other European gov- 
ernments to express their 
deep concern at this Israeli 
announcement, and to urge 
Washington and Moscow to 
honour their obligations as 
sponsors to the peace pro- 
cess, tbe future of which has 
again been brought into ques- 
tion," said the statement. 


110 -year-old 
woman heads 
famllyof185 

DAMASCUS (AFP) 
110-year-old Syrian - 

KTinriia HuSSafo, 

flourishing family of 185 
drcn, grandchildren and 1 
descendants^ ncws papcri 
ported. A midwife by ~ 
si on. Mis. Hussain 1 
children of whom 
lived. Now. she knows . 
one of her younger relatives^ 
whOjTegulariy ask her to a efc-r 
tie famil y disputes. Mrs. Hu*- 
fam, of Deraa near the bor- 
der with Jordan, said she had 
never gone . to a doctor or? 
taken medication, althoagh^ 
rh eumatis m pains had finally - 
se nt her to a specia li st fear ■ 
advice. In recognition of her : 
long service, the United Na- 
tions 'Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation - 
(UNESCO) awa rded Mrs. : 
Hussain with a midwife’s cer- 
tificate winch she still tre&r^ 
sores, .she said. At her huge 
household, always swarming 
with dozens of children, it is 
not unusual to hear the cry: 
"Grandfather, your grand- 
mother is raffing you. 

India establishes 
Gandhi Peace 
Prize 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia has established a “Gandhi 
Peace Prize,” named after the 
hero of the struggle for inde- 
pendence from Britain and 
modelled after the Nobel 
Peace Prize. Prime Minister 
P. V. Narasimha Rao 
announced the creation of 
tiie Gandhj Peace Prize at a 
function held h ere Sunday to 
mark the 125th anniversary 
of the birth of Mahatma Qan- 
dhi, the apostle of non- 
violence. Details of the prize 
would be announced later, he 
said It would be India’s high- 
est award 

Over 400,000 . 
visit Buckingham 
Palace 

LONDON (AFP) — More 
than 400,000 people visited 
Buckingham. Palace tins sum- 
mer, the second consecutive 
year its doors have been open 
to the public, a spokesman 
for Queen Elizabeth IPs Lon- 
don residence said Sunday.* 
Tours of tbe palace, winch 
ended Sunday afternoon, 
generated £2.5 unffion ($3.75 
million) of income this year. 
Last summer, 379,000 Bri- 
tons and foreigners visited 
the palace and its souvenir 
boutique situated in die 
palace^ gardens, brin g in g in 
name £2.2 unffion (S3 J mil- 
lion). AQ proceeds from tour- 
ism at the palace is going to 
tiie restoration of Windsor 
Palace, the queen's pref err ed 
residence, Which. was partial- 
ly destroyed in a fire in 
November 1992. The Buck- 
ingham Palace boutique car- 
ried a wide variety of bub-, 
[viced products this year, in- 
cluding L a limited edition 
enameled dock costing £495 
($750), five times pricier than, 
the most expensive product 
carried in 1993. 

Paula Jones sets 
deadline for 
Clinton In suit 

WASHINGTON (R) — < 
Paula Jones has given Presi- 
dent Bfli Clinton one week to 
apologise in a case of alleged 
sexual harassment or she will 
gg. ahead with a lawsuit 
against him, her attorney 
said. “We are a siring him gj 
say: T am sorry for tiie untrue 
assertions which have been 
made about hex, and which 
have adversely affected her 
chara cter, good name and 
reputation’,” her attorney, 
Gilbert Davis, told Reuters. 
Ms. Jones has filed a suit 
gainst Mr. Clinton fbr what 
she said were unwanted sex- 
ual advances made again** 
her in May 1991 in a little 
Rock Hotel, when Mr. Om- 
ton was governor of Arkan- 
{*•• s "®** “rag for $700,000. 
Mr. Chilton’s private attor- . 
uey, Robert Bennett, said in 
a New York Times magarine 
article Sunday that both 
teams of lawyers had negoti- 
ated m May to stave off tbe 
«pected lawsuit, but that 
Ms. Jones* backers were un- 
prepared to accept Mr. CKn- 
tons adamant denial" of the 
uhaiges.^ Mr. Davis disputes 
™s version of events, howev- 
er* saying that in May Mr. 
ftennett was prepared to au- 
jjpnse a statement saying 
Mr. Chilton had no recoflec- 
tirai of meeting Ms. Jones at 
foe hotel, but efid not chal- 
ky her claim that they met 








